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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street
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Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

January 15 — 7:30 Women
Gathering

January 19-20 — Youth Lock-in
January 21 - Noon - Annual Meeting

January 22—12:00 Noon - Monthly
Readers

LOOKING AHEAD:

February 11 — Youth Sunday
February 21 —Ash Wednesday

March 4 — 4:30 p.m. Anniversary
Organ Recital
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JANUARY 2007

oming soon to a pew near you —The New Red Worship
Book — Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

Why a new book? The Renewing Worship project began in 2001 |n

response to a growing diversity of worship patterns, resources, styles
within the global Lutheran community, and throughout our relationshigs
with other Christians. It will serve the church into the next decades

We enter a new page in our history as we open this new book togettr.

There is an old adage in the church that says ‘as we pray, so we belieye.’
So what about the Liturgy? What will we pray? What will we believe’
Central to our worship is the proclamation of God’s Word and the ude
of the Sacraments. ELW supports this ‘service of God’ to us. We nojv
have 10 Settings for Worship available to us (Settings 1 and 2 fron
LBW now appear as Settings 3 and 4 in ELW). All 150 Psalms afe
included. Luther’'s Small Catechism is found in the back pages...

In a recent staff meeting a comment was made, ‘so we sing, we ajso
believe.” How will we sing? What will we believe? Lutheran Book of]
Worship has about 500 hymns. With One Voice contains about 20D.
ELW has roughly 750 hymns, and serves as a ‘best of book - keepipg
most from both of our current books, plus new choices to keep us fregh.
Here are a few selections...God is Here (from With One Voice)...;A
Mighty Fortress is Our God (now with three versions)...Silent Nigh
(with the option of singing the first verse in German...also are hymils
containing Chinese, Korean, Latin, Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, arjd
more.)...We are Called (a new one from Renewing Worship). You ggt
the picture. An old hymn | like is back with a new tune. Flip through th
pages and explore for yourself.

—
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...There is a lot in this new book (and yes, it will fit in our pew racks
This month our copies of ELW are scheduled to arrive. We plan fo
begin its use soon. In this addition of the Voice you will find the
opportunity to purchase copies for the congregation’s use in honor fof
those whom you choose. LBW has served us well since the 1970s. IVe
are now invited to be renewed, and upheld in faith by this addition ¢f

hymns, liturgies, prayers, and confessions of faith as God continueqto
meet us in Word and in Sacrament. Believe it!

Finding our new pages together,
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Fully Alive for the
First Time

, In one of his Lake Wobegone stories,
An Anniversary and... Garrison Keillor tells about a Sunday

i~n| | morninginLake Wobegon Lutheran
Cause for Celebration! Church. The sermon has been

This year, 2007, our Casavant piFedroning onfartoo Iong,and Clarence

organ, Opus 3627, is TWENTY years Bunsen has checked out early. He _ _
old. The organ arrived here at St.realizes it's almost time for the a check in church. The offerin

Matthew on afr|g|d Sunday mornin offering, so he qUIetIy reaches for plate comes by, and Clarenge

ahis wallet. Upon opening his wallet, proudly puts in the check, only t

in January, 1987. For many weeks, '
Clarence discovers he has no cashrealize amomenttoo late that he

whole crew of folks worked to instal

S

our instrument. The wood cases wereHe takes out his pen and hides thejustwritten a check for three hundrgd
builtand preparedtoreceivethe p|p S_Checkbookinthe middle of his Bible, dollars. Heaccidentallywrotethre -

Lighting and wiring were installed nexttoone ofthe psalms. He beginszero-zero on two different line
and finally a blower hooked up tg to scratch out a check for thirty when he wasn’t looking.

generate the wind required for the dollars, because he almost had &, . .0 14 he do? On the one hald

pipes to sing. The console was heart attack that week, and becaus
prepared so the pipes could be t |dsomeb0dy in the church will count
when and what to sing and finally the the offering and he wants them to
tonal finishing was complete - each See he gave thirty dollars.

church and find the deacons counti
the collection and say, “Fellows

issue of the VOICE!) manipulated o) she thinks he's writing in the checking account and a little mor

e couldn’'t go downstairs aftgr

9

o _ : there’s been a mistake. | gave mdre
!nd|V|dua| pipe (quess howmar'_yp'p_SHetries not to be obvious, but alady than | really wanted to.” On th¢
in all - answer somewhere in this  pig right sees him. Clarence canother hand, he gave all he had in the

h

v

C .

until the sound was just right. Atlast ,o\ iple, so he doesn't look at Perhaps he and his family will ha

e

ourorganwas ready toleadthe people, hat he's doing. She gives him a to eat beans and oatmeal for the rpst

at worship.

On Sunday, March 1, 1987, our sermon. Clarence tries to quietly rip though the contribution was goi

funny stare and turns back to the ofthe month, Clarence thought, evgn

Casavant was dedicated to the Glorythe check out of the checkbook, with to a good place. One thing was fpr

of God and we all sang Now Thank limited success, still not looking at sure, notes Keillor. In that mome
We All Our God. God was praised op What he’s doing so the lady in the Clarence felt fully alive for the firs
that day and has been continually forPew won’t know he has written out time all day.

these twenty years.

To celebrate, an organ anniversa YAssistant to the Organist
recital will be played on Sunday,

March 4, 2007 at 4:30 p.m. here at $t.Have you everwondered what makeshigh and low, dark and bright and
Matthew on our Klng of Instruments| the p|pe organ the K|ng of many more.

We are honored to have Ezequigl|nstruments? Well, here is your Th . Assistant to {f
Menendez perform. Dr. Menendez |s chance to get up close to our pipe.. > anniversary Assistant o
Director of Music at the Cathedral of organ, assist the organist during©/92nist program begins now
i ' . January and will last till Easter - si
Saint Joseph, Hartford, CT, and aworship, rehearse with Mrs. *<" :
long time friend of St. Matthew going Robinson before worship and have P I the large Gathering Space

back to the days when he served asour own personal tour of all the your chance to "Assist"and foryour
special private session with Mr§

musician at the Church of St. Anp Kingly attributes of our Casavant.
here in Avon. Menendez is a thrillin He|p to celebrate this awesome

virtuoso performer who loves ouf anniversary by learning all you can
Casavantand willtreat usto afabulo Sabout how the p|pe organ works,
afternoon concert. Mark your what makes it possible to have soAnswer tothe question - How Many

calendars and setaside Sunday, Mal Ci[hany different Sounds’ loud and SOft, Pi pes') 1005111
4 at 4:30 p.m.

grades 3 or older and all adults
welcome to take a turn.

Robinson. All young people IJ
re

e

r
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Come Together with
Friends, Old and
New!

Women Gathermg

Are you up for some great talk an
delicious food to warm you on g
of winter evening? Please join othe
women of St. Matthew at RuBab’s
— a Creperie in Canton on Friday
January 19. We'll meet at the
restaurant at 7 pm. For direction

Women Gathering will meet on
January 15 at 7:30 p.m. atthe home
Ruth Slocum, 5 Ivoryton PI., Avon,
CT. Call Ruth with any questions at
860-675-4014.

The Mouse

Hooray for Simsbury...
Champs in Soccer, and hooray fo
the Hugel boys, who led their tea

Monthly Readers

For January we will be reading an
discussing’he Devil inthe White City
- Murder Magic and Madness at the
Fair that Changed America, by Eric
Larson. Shirley Slattery will be our Rt44 and found our Christmas Tree,
hostess at 22 Forest Hill Drive
Simsbury, 651-5967, at noon on the beautiful decoration and lighting

January 22. Bring your lunchl, of the St. Matthew Tree on
guestions and come join us. December 17th. .

David and Stephen!...

In February our book will befhree
Weeks With My Brother by Nicholas
Sparks and Micha Sparks. OnMonday stydents in a glorious retelling of

February 26 we’ll meet at Ruth the Nativity story and the birth of

Slocum’s home, 5 Ivoryton Place, oyr Savior... my friends were very
Farmington Woods, Avon, 675-4014. tnrilled with the happy way

Join us if you can.

Hooray for Pastor Sinibaldo and
Caitlin Nurge who led our staff and

they were visiting from over the
ridge in Buckingham...and love
being neighbors to St. Matthew,

Flowers for Worship

Look for the 2007 Flower Chart
posted on the bulletin board in the
Narthex. Please sign up for a Sunda
or two. Cost is $30.00. Leave you
check in the church office when you
sign up. Thank you.

such good taste, don't you think?)

Hooray for the joy of Advent
Vespers with all our three choirs,

|
yand Pastor Sinibaldo as Cantor an

r

on violin was amazing... | was

L, Church:

[

and to let us know to set a place for
you, call Ann Discenza at 675-1949.

410 V--C-T-O-R-Y-! Well done, (i

Hooray for Vicar Adrian, he -
ventured into the forests (of cars) on rejoiced in the Light of the comin

» and erected the stand and watchedYear's Eve and the beauty of o

everyone gathered to hearthe story..

and to me! (smart mice indeed, and

Fred Fenn on bassoon and Jeff Stotebehold...

smiling through my tears as we all mice.)

Thank You to the
Women at St.
Matthew Lutheran

Thank you for the Christma
assortment of cookies! Each coolfie
was delicious. Jamys really likqd
' the cream cheese frosted cocoput
bar, and Ramona thoroughly

enjoyed the lemon frosted lem¢n

cookie.

S

=

Merry Christmas & Joyous Holidaly
Greetings,

Jamys and Ramona

r. .‘4

Christ... Christmas Eve and Ne
members and friends, what
package to unwrap for the enti
month..

Ie

Thanks to our Altar Guild
especially Mary Kinahan and Sony
Gedstad, for the wreaths and chan
decorations too, thanks to Pas
Carter for climbing the ladder t
move the Wise Man each we
.and to Pastor Sinibaldo for climbi
another ladder to hang the gloriops
wreaths over each of our frofpt
entryways...

cel
or

It was a glorious Decembe
complete with pleasant weather
full moon and gifts galore! (1 got
great pannini maker and my fogir
dcheese pannini is really a taste|to
thanks to Aunt Elsie fqr

remembering me, and all us churfh

a
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 |4 5 6
New Year's Day |9:30 Staff Meeting| 9:30 Vicar's Bible
Office Closed Study ~ | 7:00 Bldg. Committe¢
7:00 JOYFUL 6:30 Jr.Confirmatigdnz:30 Intern Comm. a
NOISE 7:00 Youth Choir | Jarka's
7:00 Finance Instrument Night
7:30 Stewadship |8:00 Senior Choir
7 8 9 10 9:30 vicars (11 12 13
8:30 Worship 9:30 Staff Meeting |7:00 JOYFUL Bible Study
9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum NOISE 10:30 Handlc_:rafte_r
11:00 Holy Communion 7:30 Church 6;30 Sr.Confirmatign
7:00 Fellowship  |Council 7:00 Youth Choir
7:30 Property
8:00 Senior Choir
8:30 Holy Communion Office Closed 9:30 Staff Meeting| Bible Study
9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 2:30 Youth to Zion 7:00 Women @
11:00 Worship 7:00 JOYFUL Soup Kitchen RuBab's
7:30 Women NOISE 6:30 Jr.Confirmatiop
Gathering @ 7:00 Prayer Shawl 7:00 Youth Choir Youth Lock-in{--------- >
Voice Deadline Slocum's Ministry 8:00 Senior Choir
21 22 23 24 9:30 vicar's |25 26 27
8:30 Worship 9:30 Staff Meeting Bible Study
9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum 10:30 Handicrafterg
11:00 Holy Communion Noon - Monthly 7:00 JOYFUL 6:30 Sr.Confirmatign
Noon - Annual Meeting Readers @Slattery’NOISE 7:00 Youth Choir
8:00 Senior Choir
28 29 30 31 _
_ 9:30 Vicar's Bible J A N U A RY
8:30 Holy Communion 9:30 Staff Meeting |7:00 JOYFUL Study
9:40 Sunday School & Adult Forum NOISE 6:30 Jr.Confirmatiof

11:00 Worship

7:00 Youth Choir
8:00 Senior Choir
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