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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

April 5 - 9:30-10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday
Breakfast

April 12 - 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist

April 26 - Greenwood Music Concert

LOOKING AHEAD:

May 2 - New York Bus Trip
May 7 - National Day of Prayer
May 17 - Rock Cats Game

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

On Easter morning, I've never made it for an egg hunt. Sometime
between when | get off to church and the kids wake up is when the
bunny comes to our house. Thankfully for me, the kids are kind
enough to share. Pastor Carter always hands out candy to those
wearing hats. Easter is fun, especially after those long weeks of
Lenten discipline that leads to great celebrations.

Doing devotions with the kids one morning | asked them about Good
Friday. We have a book at home that takes them through the story.
It has a refrain that goes, “but Jesus rose on Easter Morn!” 1 like it. |
fear they are getting too old for it. In their own way they told me what
happened, that Jesus died for us. Itis a hard concept for kids to un-
derstand, let alone adults. But | think they got it.

At the end | asked them what happened on Easter.

They replied, “that is when we hunt for eggs, go to church and get
candy.”

“True,” | said. “But what happened?”
“Last year Nona got us a new suit and a new dress.”

“That is right,” | commented, “You guys looked great. But what hap-
pened on Easter?”

“I think we ate at church. Oh wait, that was Palm Sunday.”

“Do you remember what happened? Remember the book! Jesus

rose on...”
Blank stares. | pulled the book out, and we read it again. Eventually,
we got it.

Enjoy your candy. Remember your hats, dresses, ties, jackets,
Easter eggs and goodie baskets. But remember the story. Tell it
often. Talk about it at home, and in the car, before bed, and when
you wake up. God has done a most amazing thing. Jesus of Naz-
areth, the Son of God, who was crucified, dead, and buried, rose on
Easter Morn. He promises the same for you and me.

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!

4:75 éﬂ# (S;’ Lulds

(Read it again and again, John 19-21)




Holy Week at St. Matthew

Wednesday, April 8 T Morning Prayer at 9:00
a.m.

Holy Thursday, April 9 I Holy Communion at
7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10
Sanctuary Open for Prayer & Meditation 9:00 a.m.-
9:00 p.m.
Good Friday Morning Retreats 9-11:30 a.m.

Adults in the Sanctuary
Children in the Hall of the Evangelists
Tenebrae Worship 7:30 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY, THE RESURRECTION OF
OUR LORD

Festival Eucharist 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and
11:00 a.m.

National Day of Prayer - May 7th

A celebration of the National Day of Prayer will be
held at Noon at the Avon Town Green on Thursday,
May 7, 2009. This year’s theme is

‘Prayer ... Amer T andis basedbo the
verse from Psalm 33:22 which states: “May your
unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put
our hope in you.” Clergy and lay people from sev-
eral Avon churches will lead us in prayer for our
towns, state and nation. This is the 58" annual na-
tional day of prayer and is based upon both an Offi-
cial Statement from Governor Rell as well as a
Presidential Proclamation requesting prayer. For
more information, please contact Ed Gasser at
673-6403.

New York Bus Trip, May 2nd

Please join St. Matthew family and
friends on a trip to New York City on
Saturday, May 2nd. Spend the day
on your own seeing the sights, visit-
ing a museum or enjoying a play. See the sign-up
sheet in the Gathering Space. Cost is $30 per per-
son.

Safety First!

Thanks to the Town of Avon and the State of Con-
necticut, the old dead tree hampering the sight line
at the Northern exit on Lovely Street is now gone,
and vision is very much improved. In fact it is so
much better than at Greenwood Drive, that we en-
courage you to use the North Outlet as the normal
exit, even as you continue to enter on Greenwood
Drive. Thanks for watching out for one another and
for our community.

Noon Readers

We will meet on Tuesday, April 14th, at Donna
Brown's home, 721 Cherry Brook Road, Canton,
#352-2128. Our discussion book is Second Honey-
moon by Joanna Trollope. Come and join us with
your sandwich. The May gathering will be Tuesday,
May 12, at Laura Hage's, 11 Cedaridge Canton,
#693-2038. The book has not been selected yet, so
bring your good ideas to Donna's.

Evening Readers

We’ll meet at church on April 21st
©at 7:00p.m. to discuss 90 Minutes in
Heaven by Don Piper with Cecil
Murphey.
All are welcome to join us!

Play Ball

| VN
The Fellowship Committee is plan- N
ning a special Sunday afternoon at
the New Britain Rock Cats, on May
17th at 1:35 p.m. The Rock Cats Q
are playing the Portland Sea Dogs ~

(which is a Red Sox affiliate). We

have set aside 25 seats behind Home Plate. This
is a package of reserved seats and all you can eat
picnic. Which includes BBQ chicken, hot dogs,
hamburgers, salads, desserts and soft

drinks. Kids 12 and under will receive a free Rock
Cats baseball. The total cost for the picnic and
game is $21 per person. Children four and un-
der the cost is $6. We can arrive early and eat
through the start of the game. More details to fol-
low. Please watch for the sign-up sheet in the
Gathering space. Remember your glove!




Dear Partners in Ministry,
This is a good time to be the church.

In the midst of the challenges of a sinking economy,
global instability, the weariness of polarized opin-
ions on just about everything, political partisan bick-
ering, and situations of violence around the world —
the church of Jesus Christ is a stable witness to the
steadfast love and hope of God regardless of
worldly fear and conflict. Our call is clear right now.
We must recommit ourselves to the gospel mandate
to love our neighbor and let that guide our actions.
‘Rooted for life’ in Jesus, we can be a powerful
voice for peace, a balm for those who are suffering,
and a witness to the effectiveness of a church that
refuses to divide into individual cells of worried and
self-centered Christians, but risks and acts in faith
for the sake of the world.

It was a great honor for me, as | sat with Bishop
Munib Younan during my recent trip to the Holy
Land to discuss our relationship as companion syn-
ods, and to be able to announce that the New Eng-
land Synod was contributing an additional gift to the
Mt. of Olives Housing Project. At that time, | knew
we had surpassed the $10,000 mark. As of the last
accounting, we had received $11,608.47. This lat-
est offering is in addition to the almost $50,000 that
we were able to give as a result of our synod as-
sembly’s offering in 2007. Bp. Younan was enor-
mously grateful. There is enough money and
pledges now to begin building the housing units,
and the ELCJHL is awaiting the necessary permits
from the Israeli Government in order to start con-
struction. Please keep this effort in your prayers.
Thank you to all those who have contributed to this
campaign; | look forward to thanking you individually
in notes of gratitude.

In Christ,

Bishop Margaret G. Payne
Of our New England Synod

Thank You

Dear Helen Kilburn:

Thank you very much for the box of goodies. What
a yummy array of candies and cookies! We really
enjoyed eating them. Thinking of you with warmth
and gratitude.

Jamys and Ramona

Mouse

Spring teases me all the
time... | put away my snow-
shoes and got out my fly rod
and next thing | knew it was
snowing again... and the next
thing | knew the river was so
high and deep | didn't dare
wade in, it reminded me of
Pastor's story about sheep being afraid to drink from
"noisy" water rather than the "still water" in the 23rd
Psalm... well, I'm still waiting for spring, if only |
can be still while doing it...Happily the ministry at St.
Matthew has had it's still moments, in Morning
Prayer this Lent, in the silence as we confess our
sins each Sunday morning, in the silence of The
Good Friday Tenebrae service as people exit qui-
etly, in mind of God's great deed of redemption...
wow, I'm waxing theological! Perhaps it is that
cheese | had last week, the server told me the
name, which | promptly forgot, but he did say "it was
put in a cave on one Saint's Day, and taken out on
another Saint's Day." | do also know the stillness
has been broken wisely and well, the Greenwood
Music Series Concert with Ezequiel Menéndez and
Joshua Kohl celebrating the 200th Birthday of Felix
Mendelssohn was anything but quiet -- it was a joy-
ful thunderous happy time... thanks to the commit-
tee and to Jill Van Kirk and Chris Kryzwick for the
delicious food that sustained the fellowship after --
great new punch, and delicious brownies were my
special treats...JOYFUL NOISE, Leading Tones,
Grace Notes and our Choir all had mix and match
sessions, singing alone and together, at 8:30 and
11, the Ministry of Music with Sebestyén and Mi-
chelle and Evan is exciting and undergirds our wor-
ship life so well...and thanks to Warren Gedstad and
his Search Committee, who continue to carefully
seek out and meet with candidates for the role of
Music Director at St. Matthew...and now back to
spring... it is here the calendar says... and First
Communion classes and celebration, Reception of
New Members, Vicar's Bible Study, Confirmation, so
many growing ministries underline the new growth
of spring and the greening of our surround-

ings! God bless us all in the glory of holiness that
Easter will bring... be still my beating heart!
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