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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

224 Lovely Street 
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(860) 673-3301 

Website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 

Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

April 1 - 7:30 p.m. Holy Thursday 
Holy Communion 

April 2 -  Good Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 
9:00 p.m. Sanctuary Open for 
Prayer and Meditation, 9:00 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m. Children‟s Retreat,    
7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Worship 

April 4 -  Easter Sunday Festival 
Eucharist at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. 

April 25 - New Member Reception 

April 28 - Confirmation Classes  
Resume 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

May 2 -  First Communion 

May 8 - New York Bus Trip 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

 

It is opening day. Not just for baseball, but of our 
faith. 

When Easter comes the tomb is opened forever. 

Christ the leadoff man, the firstborn from the 
dead, calls us into a new season of hope and promise. The 
lineup is full of unknowns, but the future seems bright. 

Mary and the women got things off to a good start. 

Peter and James and John and the others, take the field, al-
though they do it reluctantly. 

We lost Judas to free agency, but it seems Matthais will fill his 
position nicely. 

There is room on the roster for you. You have been invited 
into this dream team. 

The Spirit manages us well, and you can‟t beat Jesus as a 
closer…ever. 

Spring brings renewal - of the earth, of time and seasons, and 
hopes and dreams. 

Maybe your team will fair better than last year, but maybe it 
won‟t. 

In either case preoccupying ourselves with the ritual begin-
nings of “next year” points us back to what is most important. 
For us, for the church, for Jesus, next year is now. This is our 
season. 

The grave could not contain him. The tomb is empty. Nothing 
will be the same. 

The glory of our teams come and go, but the glory of the Lord 
is forever. 

You are part of Christ‟s dream team. A bunch of misfits once 
huddled together, wondering, praying and lamenting all that 
had happened across the holiest of weeks. 

Spring training is over. It is time to take the field. 

Pull on your jersey. See the light. Hear the cheer of our heav-
enly Father rooting you on. 

Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed! 

 

 

 

 



 
First Communion, 

May 2nd at 11:00 a.m. 

Fifth graders and their par-

ents are invited to share a 

study session on Sunday, 

April 25th during the Sunday 

School hour in preparation for First Communion 

on Sunday, May 2nd at the 11:00 a.m. service. 

If you are unable to attend on April 25th, or if you 

are older and have yet to receive instruction, 

please speak with Pastor Sinibaldo as we prepare 

to feast at the Lord‟s Table. 

 

St. Matthew Outreach Program 

A great big thank you for the incredible success of 

our paper goods drive. We collected so much that 

two trips were made to both the Canton Food 

Bank and Gifts of Love. 

For the month of April, we will be focusing on con-

diments. The shelves are bare for these items. In 

addition, there is also a great need for spaghetti 

sauce. 

Once again, thank you so much for your contin-

ued support of such an important program. 

 

New Members, April 25th at 11:00 a.m. 

We will welcome new members to St. Matthew at the 

11:00 a.m. service on April 25th.  A New Member 

Orientation will be at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 

13th. If you are interested in joining, or know some-

one who is, please speak with one of the Pastors. 

Confirmation Resumes! 

Confirmation classes resume Wednesdays at        

6:00 p.m. April 28th — May 19th.  Confirmation Day 

for our 8
th
 graders is on the Day of Pentecost, May 

23rd at the 11:00 a.m. service. 

National Day of Prayer Observance 

A celebration of the National Day of Prayer will be 

held at 12:00 p.m. at the Avon Town Green on 

Thursday, May 6th, 2010.  This year‟s theme is 

“Prayer for Such a Time as This” and is based on 

the verse from Nahum 1:7 which states: “The Lord 

is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for 

those who trust in Him.”   

Clergy and lay people from Avon churches and 

the town will lead us in prayer for our towns, state 

and nation. This is the 59
th

 Annual National Day of 

Prayer and is based upon both an Official State-

ment from Governor Rell as well as a Presidential 

Proclamation requesting prayer.  (Optional, 

please bring a bag lunch if you would like to join 

us afterward for lunch.) For additional information, 

please contact Ed Gasser at 673-6403. 

Consider Electronic Giving 

This Easter season, we thank those individuals and 

families that support the church throughout the year 

with their time, talent and financial contributions.  We 

also extend a warm welcome to many new and re-

turning congregation members and hope that you, 

too, will be generous with your time and contribu-

tions in support of our work here at St. Matthew. To 

assist everyone in making the consistent offerings 

that are so important to St. Matthew, we ask you to 

consider making automatic, electronic donations. 

Please contact Diane in the church office (860-673-

3301 or dfirn123@sbcglobal.net) or Pat LaPierre 

(lapierrep@earthlink.net) for more details. 

Noon Readers 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, 

April 20th at Ann Nurge‟s home 

at 94 Boulder Ridge, Canton. 

We will discuss The Help by 

Kathryn Stockett.  Call Ann 

with questions at 860-693-

8858. Bring a sandwich and join us! 

Evening Readers We will meet Thursday, April 

15th at 7:00p.m. at church to discuss Slaughter-

house-Five by Kurt Vonnegut.  All are welcome to 

join us!   



 
Mouse 

At the end of February, the youth 

traveled to Vermont, to go skiing at 

Okemo!  The youth who went skiing 

were Mike and Brielle Bahlman, Alex 

and Trevor Maldonado, Everett 

Davis, Tate Steinberg, Stephanie 

Winslow and Matt Hodnett.  A special 

thanks to Martin Maldonado and Len Discenza for 

chaperoning! Everyone had a wonderful time! 

Thanks to the youth for leading worship on Youth 

Sunday, March 7
th
! Those who helped include, Miller 

Parchen, Megan Dart, Nick Gasser, Alex Maldonado, 

Trevor Maldonado, Laura Hugel, Stephanie Winslow, 

Everett Davis, Justin Reichler, Tate Steinberg, Emily 

Jarka, Olivia Pelehach, Emily Wright and Amelia 

Metz. 

Also, Michael Kelly Blanchard has been selected as 

recipient of the Living Spirit Award presented annu-

ally by the Spiritual Life Center in Bloomfield.  Mi-

chael was honored for his recent retreat work with 

returning veterans and their spouses through music 

and story. Congratulations Michael! 

Thanks to all for sharing their talents! 

New York Bus Trip 

Join St. Matthew family and friends 

on a trip to New York City on Satur-

day, May 8th. We depart St. Matthew 

at 7:45 a.m. and depart New York at 

7:15 p.m. Spend the day on your 

own seeing the sights, enjoying a play, or visiting 

a museum. Sign-up in the Gathering space. Cost 

is $30.00 per person including tip, payable when 

you sign up. Make checks payable to St. Matthew 

with New York in the memo line and leave on 

Diane‟s desk in the office. Hope you can join us! 

Congratulations! 

Vicar Mark and Heather Orf are now Pastor Mark 

and Heather Orf, and they are off to                 

their first call. . .  

Pastor of:  

Shishmaref Lutheran Church 

PO Box 72007 

Shishmaref, AK 

99772-2007 

Yep, that‟s ALASKA! 

God‟s warmest blessings on Pastor and Mrs. Orf. 

Volunteer in the Nursery 

We have moved to an all volunteer nursery on 
Sunday Mornings. If you can help, please sign up 
on the Nursery door or speak with Pastor         
Sinibaldo. 

Sunday School 

It is already time to start thinking about Sunday 

School for fall 2010.  Thanks to our great team of 

leaders who continue to shape and guide our chil-

dren at St. Matthew.  Our goal is to nurture our 

children in faith in small class settings, and sur-

round them with caring adults as we learn to-

gether.  Many of our teachers work as a team and 

switch off each week to provide flexibility as well 

as consistency.  We could also use class helpers.  

Please consider how you can participate.  If you 

have any questions about Sunday School , or 

have interest in joining our team, please speak 

with Pastor Sinibaldo, or Melissa Lindquist, Sun-

day School Coordinator. 

Spring Clean-up, April 24th, 9:00 a.m. -

3:00 p.m. 

Come for an hour or two or three and enjoy being 

together as we give St. Matthew a „sprucing-up!  

There are plenty of activities to do raking, trimming, 

mulching, washing windows, socializing and much 

more.  Coffee, juice and donuts will be available for 

all.  Please contact Jim O‟Herron 860-658-0830 for 

more information.  Your Property Committee thanks 

you in advance. 

Vacation Bible Camp  

Mark your calendars...Vacation Bible Camp will be 

July 12th -16th this year! Look for more information 

in the coming weeks. 

Have Coffee with Vicar Katie!  

Each Tuesday (beginning April 6th) you will have the 

opportunity to have coffee with the Vicar! You can 

meet her at the Starbucks off of Route 44 across 

from Battiston‟s. You may sign up for a time in the 

Gathering Space! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

       

    1 
 
 
 
7:30 Holy Thursday 
Eucharist 

2   9-9 Sanctuary Open 
for Prayer & Meditation 
9-11:30 Children‟s Good 
Friday Retreat 
7:30 Good Friday Tene-
brae 

3 
9:30 Altar Guild 

4 
8:00 Festival Eucharist 
9:30 Festival Eucharist 
11:00  Festival Eucha-
rist 
 
 

5 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
  
 
 
7:00 Finance 
 

6 
4:15 Grace Notes  
    
5:00 Leading Tones  
 
7:00 Church Council 

7 
9:30 Vicar‟s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

8 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship  
 
VOICE Deadline 

12 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
7:30 Altar Guild 

13 
4:15 Grace Notes  & 
Pathfinders 
5:00 Leading Tones & 
Pioneers 
7:30 New Member Orien-
tation 

14 
 

9:30 Vicar‟s Bible Study 
 
 
7:30  Sanctus Singers 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Evening Readers 

16 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Comm. 
 

19 
9:30 Staff 
 
 
 
7:00 Endowment 

20 
12:00 Noon Readers at 
Nurges 
 
6:30 Property 

21 
9:30 Vicar‟s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 
 

22 
 
 
 
7:00 Visitation Ministry 
Meeting 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
Spring Clean-up 

25 
8:30 Holy Comm.  
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship  
New Member Recep-
tion 

26 
9:30 Staff 
 
 
7:00 Fellowship 

27 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 

28 
9:30 Vicar‟s Bible Study 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
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