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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

Dec. 9-4:30p.m. Advent Recital & Ves-
pers

Dec. 16-Youth Caroling & Tree Deco-
rating

Dec. 23-11:00a.m. Christmas Pageant
Dec. 24-5:30 Family Christmas Celeb.
7:30 Candlelight Christmas Vespers
10:30 Candles, Carols & H. Comm.

Advent Morning Prayer

Each Wednesday Morning in Advent at
9:00 a.m.

December 5th, the Eve of St. Nicholas
December 12th, the Eve of St. Lucia
December 19th, the Eve of Katrina Von
Bora (Luther's wife!)

A quiet, brief, spoken service of Morn-
ing Prayer each Wednesday together,
with prayers, readings and reflection as
we prepare ourselves for the coming of
the light of Christ.

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

iGod | oves a (2@odanthiads®¥7). gi ver o

e were having family time talking about our holiday

plans and schedules. The topic quickly shifted to gift

giving; who and what and when. What could we get
for Aunty Gayle? What about each other? What should we include
in our wish list to Santa? These are important questions we ask

as families. Then our four year
Santa a present . He probably do
cently had seen an episode of 0
brought Santa a guitar for Christmas.) How sweet, we thought.

We spent some time deliberating what we should do for our red
suited friend.

These weeks in Advent can be busy, exciting, and downright de-
mandi ng. I n the spirit of the t
need to getd we can easily | ose

Advent can bring. Once God asked what present he could get for
us, and sent us a savior, wrapped him in swaddling clothes in the
manger his new parents found to put him in. It is the gift we did

not deserve, demand, or get on clearance; but is received in joy

and faith. When you get busy in these hectic weeks, when the list
doesndét seem to get any smaller
beautiful and complete i Jesus, born in Bethlehem. Maybe in that
moment your |ist wondt seem so
gives to you.

By the way i we decided that a new pair of wool socks and some
hot-cocoa would be great for Santa on his long and busy night.
May you be warmed in all God gives to us, and in your gifts to one
another.

Blessed Advent and Bon Natale,
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Welcome New Members

On November 11th the following New Members joined our St. Matthew family. Please add their names to your

Church Directory:

Margaret Anderson-Murphy
Tess, Connor, Eric

15 Saw Mill La.

Avon, CT 06001
860-675-5154

Mark & Patricia Coslett
10 Tanglewood Dr.
Canton, CT 06019
860-352-2278

Evan & Michelle Davis
Everett, Emma, Elliott
86 Paper Chase Trail
Avon, CT 06001
860-673-2836

Mark & Diane Aresco
Karen, Mike

49 Cedar Spring Rd.
Burlington, CT 06013

860-673-7990
Mike & Stacey Held

Kendall & Caroline
Avon, CT 06001
860-673-6738

John & Carol Banks
Jessica, Meredith
21 Thornwood
Avon, CT 06001

860-673-1560 Dennis & Karen Hinen

48 Avonwood Rd., Apt. 311
Avon, CT 06001
860-677-5410

Tim & Peggy Beauregard
Rachel, Megan, Mark

54 Fox Den Rd.

Avon, CT 06001
860-675-5204

Gary & Joann Jolly

10 White Circle
Farmington, CT 06032
860-674-9249

Alice Kearney

101 Bickford Ext., Apt. 317
Avon, CT 06001
860-284-9894

Jens & Kristen Lundy
Erienne, Brodie, Owen, Niklas
62 Verville Rd

Avon, CT 06001
860-352-2888

Tom & Barbara Mitchell
72 Oakengates

Avon, CT 06001
860-673-1065

Tad & Linda Winterbottom
Sara, Thomas, Kelly

18 Field View Dr.
Burlington, CT 06013

Meals for the Hungry Dec. 5th at 7:15 and Dec. 19th, 4:30 06 6:00p.m.

Our youth will be learning first hand about serving the Lord through this service project sponsored by the Youth
Service Organization (YSO). On Wednesday evening, December 19th , our youth will be serving a meal at the
Zion Lutheran Church located in Bristol, CT from 4:30 to 6:00 pm. We will be arriving at 3:00 pm to set up and
cook the meal. All youth, 7" grade and above, and adult volunteers too, will meet Wednesday, December 5™ at
7:15 pm to plan for the event. Please join us! Contact Len Discenza for any questions at 675-1949 or

Ldiscenza@dbaworks.com.

It is Pageant Time! Dec 23rd at
11:00a.m.

Join us for the Sunday School Christmas
Pageant, Sunday, December 23rd at
11:00. We will have a run-through re-
hearsal on Saturday, December 22 from
9:00 - 10:30, and will be practicing
throughout December during the Sunday
School Afopening. o
the Pageant? Grace Notes (Kindergarten i 2" Grade) meets Tues-
days 4:307 5:15 pm and Youth Choir (Grades 3-6) meets Wednesdays
6:15-7: 15. I n the coming weeks we
Pageant. Contact Pastor Sinibaldo, Krysia Robinson or Michelle Davis
for more details.

NORTHEAST UTILITIES
VISION FOR GROWTH
updat eé

our grand building has been fitting
itself to the needs of our ministry so
well, and now more good news...
Thanks to Dick Hines, our Building
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over the last year has resulted in a
$4,100 rebate/award from their con-

Oskerlatiol gogranet@ St. Matthegy; at h

result of our more efficient fixtures
throughout the building... thanks to
Northeast Utilities and to Dick Hines!
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Woul dndt it be great to have s o[Bankp foguerygpg who has already,
mas? Think of what you could do! On Saturday, December 8th from |handed in their pledge card for 2008. If
3:00 to 7:00 pm , the Youth Service Organization (YSO) invites par- |YOU have yet to do so, please consider
ents to bring their children tour S@dingNmLypuf pledds assgop asposp
youth will provide entertainment, including games, arts and crafts, and |S 1 P €. God is at
serve snacks and light supper. Children ages 3 and up are wel- |Whatis happening!

come. Come for any or all of the time. Donations will go towards

ELCA World Hunger. Contact Len Discenza for any questions at 675- | Noon Monthly Readers

1949 or Ldiscenza@dbaworks.com. )
The Noon Readers will start the new

year discussing "On Kingdom Moun-
tain" by Howard Mosher. We'll be
meeting at Anne Nurge's home 693-

Greenwood Music Series Presents 8858,

Advent Recital and Vespers Our meeting will be Monday, January
7th, 2008. Come join us if you can.

Sunday, December 9th at 4:30 p.m.

Invite friends and neighbors. Thanks. . .
As Vespers begins, Krysia Robinson will play a program show- to the fast brushwork of Jim O'Herron
casing our Casavant pipe organ.  Advent Vepsers will include and Ken Wieland, who painted the

hymns and prayers led by our choirs. A reception will fol-
low. Nursery care will be provided.  Join us in candlelit quiet to
prepare your hearts for the coming of Christ.

Narthex ceiling, the Garth doors and
hung a few bulletin boards as well as
building our new Guest Book Podium...
An Arts Ministry of St. Matthew great volunteers are great members,
thanks guys...

The Mouse

Brrrrr... the chill of winter is upon us. December dawned bright chilly and filled with
the expectation of the coming of Christ, the Light of the World... So many wonder-
ful new folks became members last month... 46 in fact... it was a glorious day and
crowded with new members and a baptism and visitors... Sim Austin and John
Pearson were ushers that never stopped... printing more bulletins, and finding
seats for latecomers...wonderful... oops... | made a mistake last month... JOYFUL
NOISE is full of wonderful singers, and all along the wonderful Miranda Arvidson
has been adding the beauty of her voice to the sound they make.. | forgot her
name last month, sorry Miranda, JOYFUL NOISE rocks! ... the NYC Bus trip was a
wonderful time, Diane made sure the movie and the mints were there at the end of
the day...the TREE was decked with scaffolding preparing in Rockefeller Center to
wow the world, a strike of stage hands found folks scrambling to museums instead, although the dramas and the
Christmas Show went on as planned, a street Fair on Madison Avenue tested our searching abilities but all en-
joyed the trip, especially Joe who made friends with Wayne our bus driver on the trip down...Pastor Sinibaldo and
the Fellowship crew put together a great pot luck Dinner and a movie, and Pastor Carter and the Retreat crowd
sauntered all the way to Bethlehem...It has been wonderfully busy, counting new members, sorting through
pledge cards and time and talent sheets, listening to four choirs, and getting ready to carol and trim our tree at St.
Matthew with Vicar Mark... oh yes, my photo came out great... there was plenty of room for my cheese collection
in the background of my 8 x 10!







