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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

224 Lovely Street 

Avon, CT  06001-4018 

(860) 673-3301 

Website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 

Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

December 2, 9, 16 & 23 - 9:00 a.m. 

Advent Morning Prayer 

December 5 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon     

Advent Retreat 

December 6 - 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Advent Cantata 

December 20 -  4:00 p.m. Christmas 

Pageant 

December 24 -  5:30 p.m. Family 

Christmas Celebration, 7:30 p.m. Can-

dlelight Christmas Vespers, 10:30 p.m. 

Candles, Carols and Holy Communion 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

January 7 - 7:00 p.m. Visitation train-

ing/informational meeting 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

 

ñA child shall lead themò (Isaiah 11:6).  Advent is a 

reminder of such a bold promise. 

A six year old asked me in the middle of October, 

ñso when do those guys come out in the window to 

start walking to the baby Jesus?ò (He was asking 

about Pastor Carterôs famous Magi journey in the Gathering Space 

each Advent.) ñSoonò I said with a smile, ñGood job remembering 

that!ò 

From the midst of worship on Sunday morning, a child shouts out 

the needs of the world when it is time to pray for, ñthose we name in 

our hearts or aloud before you nowéò 

Our well directed youth choirs get their robes on, pray before wor-

ship with some anxiety, march in, and proclaim the goodness and 

mercy of God with the clarity of their praises. 

Children stagger into Sunday School with their bright eyes, their 

insights, and excitement. They raise their hand enthusiastically at 

the Opening, and when prompted with, ñGo in peace, serve the 

Lord,ò they respond with gusto, ñTHANKS BE TO GOD.ò  Off they 

go to enjoy the presence of God in each other and the caring adults 

who join them for the coming hour. 

Our youth are not only ñinvolvedò in activities, but are thinking about 

why they participate in them, how they can help others, and are 

bringing their friends to join them in effortless joy. 

The kids stream out of worship giving Pastor Carter, Vicar Katie and 

me high fives, hugs and smiles as they leave. They may not realize 

it, but they are making us feel welcome here too. 

In our midst, the manger makes its way closer to the Altar each 

week. Another candle gets lit. Mary sings her lullabies to her grow-

ing belly a little louder each day.  Joseph is making the final prepa-

rations for their journey to Bethlehem.  We wonder in these coming 

days how on earth God could save the world through a little baby in 

a mangeré 

Then the children of our church remind us. 

In Peace, 

 

 



 

Noon Readers We will meet on Friday, December 11th at Ruth Bedsonôs home, 2 

Westcott Rd, Simsbury, 860-658-0805.  We will be discussing The Shack by Wm. 

Paul Young, Finding Noel by Richard Paul Evans and A Christmas Memory, a short 

story by Truman Capote. We welcome all readers to our group.     

Evening Readers We will meet Tuesday, December 15th at 7:00p.m. at church 

to discuss People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.  All are welcome.   

 

ADVENT is and means COMING! 

Z This Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th and then December 6th, 13th, and 20th . . . 

  We will worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with The Lighting of the Advent Wreath. 

Z Advent Morning Prayer each Wednesday in Advent 

  December 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd 9:00 a.m.  For a brief, quiet, spoken service, listening and 

  praying with Martin Luther around his insights into four great personalities of Advent:   

  John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel, Elizabeth and of course, Mary.  Join us! 

Z Saturday Morning Advent Retreat 

  Gather with Pastor Carter to experience ñLearning to Ride the Christmas Cycle.ò  Saturday 

  morning, December 5th from 9:00a.m. until noon.  Quiet preparation for the coming of Christ, 

  to the manger, to our world, into our own lives. . . 

Z Advent Cantata with our St. Matthew Sanctus Singers 

  Sunday Morning, December 6th at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Song, Prayers and 

  Sermon around the Advent theme of ñThe Messianic Roseò. . . . 

Lillian Baruffi 
Jamie 
32 Cope Farms Rd. 
Farmington, CT 06032-
3180 
860-676-1667 
 

David and Sandy Betsch 

70 Trailsend Dr. 

Canton, CT 06019-2203 

860-693-0700 

 

Jay and Yvonne Humphrey 

Celine, Julian 

84 Dino Rd. 

Bristol, CT 06010-7822 

860-426-8088 

 

 

 

Tim Jarka 

5 Hilltop Dr. 

Canton, CT 06019 

860-693-1347 

 

Kevin and Penny Royer 

Abigail, Logan 

70 School St. 

Avon, CT 06001 

860-693-8596 

 

Welcome New Members 

On October 29th the following New Members joined our St. 

Matthew family.   

Christmas Pageant December 20th 

at 4:00p.m. 

Join Grace Notes, Leading Tones and the 

children of our Sunday School for our telling 

of the Christmas story. Bring some cookies to 

share for a time of fellowship after the Pag-

eant. (In the event of bad weather, December 

27th at 4:00 p.m. is our snow date.) 

 

Flowers 

Thanks for your continuing willing-

ness to sign up in the Narthex to 

place flowers in the Chancel for 

worship, in honor of a celebration 

or in memory of a loved one. The 

cost of a bouquet is $30.00. You may place 

your check on Dianeôs desk, or mail it in or 

place it in the offering plate. Please write 

FLOWERS clearly in the memo line no matter 

how you choose to pay, so our offering count-

ers can credit it to the FLOWER account. 



 

Mouse 

This past month has been has been very busy here at St. Matthew Lutheran Church! 

Stewardship Sunday was a big success! A special thank you to Tricia Pearce; Sim Austin; Tim, Sheila, Katie 

and Emily Jarka; Kris Pearson; Deb Steinberg; Kathy Alsgaard; Mark and Kathy McPherson; Shelley and 

George Spoering; and Kris and Nancy Jensen. Thanks to all who brought food for the potluck. 

On Wednesday, November 11
th
 the youth made lasagna and on the 12

th
 served it to the hungry at Zion Lu-

theran Church. Thanks to all of the youth and adults for all of their hard work! A special thanks to Lil and Ja-

mie Baruffi; Justin Reichler; Abhilash Panthagani; Lukas Stone; Linda and Kelly Winterbottom; Nina Kublan; 

KwiSun Rogers; Olivia Pelehach; Zoe Van Kirk; Emily Jarka; Tori, Chris and Kevin Kryzwick; Gino Bonalumi-

Peltier; Emily Wright, Tess Murphy, Len Discenza, Vicar Katie; and Pastor Sinibaldo. 

2010 is not only the 125
th
 anniversary of St. Matthew Lutheran Church but the soccer World Cup is comingé 

we have candidatesé Aryana Aslanzadehôs soccer team of Simsbury won the state Championship! She is 

the goalie for the team! Emily Wright injured her thumb during her soccer game, feel better soon! The Hugel 

boys, Stephen and David found themselves on opposing soccer teams. 

One was playing for St. Anselmôs and the other for Stonehill. It must have 

been hard for mom and dad to cheer less than twiceéall kidding aside 

between Pastor Carter and Tate Steinberg there are more than enough 

cheers for good old Italia to win again in 2010! 

Just the other day, I was running down the hall and heard a group laugh-

ing in the Conference Room . . . I checked it out and found Diane and her 

Office Helpers, Donna Brown, Ann Eberhard, Judy Haag, Laura Hage, 

Linda Harriman, Edie Pearce and Leslie Peterson working on the new 

church Directory . . . It sounded like they were sure having a good time . . . 

I heard them say that Ken and Marion Knaple were stopping by later in the 

day to bring it to the post office . . . Thanks for all their hard work.  Thanks 

to Tricia Pearce for making the Pews squeaky clean! 

 

Confirmation Resumes in January 

Our Confirmation classes are enjoying hiatus 

during Advent. We will resume classes each 

Wednesday from 6:00 p.m.-7:00, p.m., January 

6th, 13th, 20th, 27th, February 3rd, and 10th, 

prior to Lent. 

 

To Your Health! 

During worship we extend the peace of Christ to one an-

other. This may be done verbally or by shaking hands. As 

you may know, we provide hand sanitizer on the table in 

the entryway to the church, and would like you to know 

that you are free to use it at any time. Hand sanitizer dis-

pensers are provided as well in the kitchen, pantry and 

our restrooms. 

An Opportunity for Visitation Ministry! 

There are people here at St. Matthew that are no longer able to attend the church service or be involved in 

church activities because of health. This has caused some to feel a bit unconnected from the congrega-

tion.  However, they long to feel more connected. This is why we need you! Are you interested in visiting 

congregants who are at care centers, or who live at home and have not been able to come to church be-

cause of health? Then this is a good opportunity for you! 

 On January 7
th

 2010, at 7:00p.m. we will be holding an informational meeting/training session for all those 

who are interested in being involved in this wonderful ministry. If you are interested please sign up in the 

gathering space. If you have any questions or concerns you may contact Vicar Katie. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:30 Church Council 

2 
9:00 Advent Morning 
Prayer 
9:30 Vicarôs Bible Study  
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

3 
9:30 O. Helpers 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
9:00-12:00 Advent 
Retreat 
 
 
 

6 
8:30 Advent Cantata 
9:40 S. School & AF  
11:00 Advent Cantata 
 
 
 

7 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
4:15 Grace Notes & 
Pathfinders 
5:00 Leading Tones & 
Pioneers 
7:00 Evangelism 

9 
9:00 Advent Morning 
Prayer 
9:30 Vicarôs Bible Study  
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
12:00 Noon Readers at 
Bedsonôs  
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Commun-
ion  
 
VOICE Deadline 

14 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

15     
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
6:30 Property 
7:00 Evening Readers 
 

16 
9:00 Advent Morning 
Prayer 
9:30 Vicarôs Bible Study  
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 

19 
 
Pageant Rehearsal 

20   8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Comm/
Baptism 
2:00 Youth Caroling 
4:00 Pageant 
5:00 Moms, Path, Pio-
neers @ Sinibaldos. 
Youth Tree Trimming 

21 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 

22 
 
 

23 
9:00 Advent Morning 
Prayer 
9:30 Altar Guild 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 
 

24 
5:30 Family Christ-
mas Celebration 
7:30 Candlelight 
Christmas Vespers 
10:30 Candles, Car-
ols & Holy Commun-
ion 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas 
 

26 

27 
8:30 Holy Comm.  
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship  
 
(Pageant Snow Date 
4:00) 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 

31  
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