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Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 

February 1 - Church Council Members 
Installed 

February 7 - 6:15p.m., Ice Skating 

February 8 - Noon, Cookie Packing for 

College Students & Military 

February 21 - 8:30a.m., Mission Area 

Event— Grace, Hartford 

February 22 - 5:00p.m., Mardi Gras 

Dinner 

February 25 - Ash Wednesday 

February 27 - Youth Ski Trip 

    
 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

March 14 - Potluck and a Movie 

 

 

 
  
 
 

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH, AVON, CT February 2009    

A LETTER FROM PASTOR 
“Evangelizing is not a program or set of gimmick-laden activities. It is a 

corporate attitude of the heart of a congregation.  It is embedded and 

expressed in the congregation’s culture.  Evangelizing demonstrates a 

congregation’s passion for Christ and its compassion for the world God 

created.  It is congregational living in Christ’s costly call…There are 

four such activities that are foundational to congregation’s life of being. 

Congregations need to listen, discern, speak and act.” (M. Wyvetta 

Bullock, “Called Out of Our Confort Zone,” The Evangelizing Church: A 

Lutheran Contribution, ed. Richard H. Bliese and Craig Van Gelder. 

Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2005, p. 76.) 

Pastor Bullock calls congregations to “listen, discern, speak and act,” 

when it comes to our evangelism efforts.  Notice what she does not 

say.  All the horrible images we have of evangelism come to my mind: 

standing on the street corner, co-opting people through shady bait and 

switch tactics, getting in people’s faces, knocking on the doors of total 

strangers, etc.  These things serve at least in my own mind, as the rea-

sons why we are afraid of it. 

But notice what she does say…“listen.”   The primary thing we can of-

fer to people is our ability to listen; to hear their story, to welcome not 

only their physical presence into our midst, but their identity as a 

whole.  She also calls us to “discern.”  Discerning means “to see, to 

make out with the senses, to perceive with the mind” (Webster Diction-

ary), in other words, to respond to what we have listened to thought-

fully and intentionally.  Then, and only then, should we “speak and act.” 

Most people are afraid of evangelism because they are not sure what 

to say or do about it.  Pastor Bullock’s insights lead us not to worry 

about a prepared speech.  If we have listened and discerned, the 

words will come.  What words? The genuine words of caring and gen-

erosity we know so well from the experiences of our lives and caring 

for each other so well.  The “action” of inviting, welcoming, befriending, 

and helping, then follows.  

From the heart of our lives claimed in Christ comes God’s call to 

“listen, discern, speak and act.”  All of us are called to these things 

each day, to those around us.  We need not be experts, we need only 

be sent.  The Spirit has given us faith for the task, and one another to 

persevere.  Who could use your listening ear today? They are calling 

out for Good News. 

 Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

 

 

 

(Pastor Bullock has served as Associate Pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church in 

Chicago for the last 18 years, and is the Executive Director of the ELCA Divi-

sion of Congregational Ministries.) 



Noon Readers 

For February we will be reading A Creed For The Third 

Millennium by Colleen McCullough.  We’ll meet at Ruth 

Bedson’s home, 2 Westcott Road, Sims-

bury, 658-0805 on February 9th at noon.  

Bring a sandwich and join us!  We’d love 

to have some newcomers! 

Evening Readers 

In February we will be discussing Marley and Me by 

John Grogan.  We'll meet at church at 7:00 p.m. on 

February 17th.  All are welcome!  

Thanks to all you Hoodwinkers out 

there! 

Thank you to everyone who provided letters, cards, 

and participated in Pastor Carter’s surprise party for 

25 years of service at St. Matthew on January 11th.  

Thank you to Ann Eberhard and Tammie Sinibaldo 

who helped compile the memory book, the Fellow-

ship Committee and Occasional Bakers who pro-

vided the food, the Office Helpers for getting the 

word out, and special thanks to the Meg, David, 

Lauren and Alyson Kraft, along with Shelley and 

George Spoering for “preparing the room” so effec-

tively. Pastor and Ruth had a wonderful time. Thank 

you for your ministry to them, as we continue to 

give thanks for their ongoing ministry with us. 

Pastor Sinibaldo  

Thank You! 
Thank you so very much for a wonderful surprise party 

to celebrate my 25th year as your Pastor here at St. 

Matthew.  Special thanks to Pastor Sinibaldo and our 

Fellowship Committee for all the sneaky, secret, spe-

cial efforts they employed to keep me in the dark. 

But it was bright and lovely, even with all the snow, to 

find you all hiding in the Hall of the Evangelists with 

such happiness in your hearts. 

I did feel "hoodwinked" and I did and do feel cared 

for.  Thanks.  The Book of Remembrances is extraordi-

nary and the Illuminated Manuscript page is a true 

treasure from 15th century France.  You are welcome 

to take a peek at them up close any time in my Study. 

Thanks again for a wonderful time and I am bold to 

enfold you in my unrehearsed response, (with apolo-

gies to Paul Simon)-- yes, we are all  "still crazy, after 

all these years."  Thank you all for holding us so long 

and so well in Christ's love. 

Pastor and Ruth 

Ice Skating at Simsbury Farms,              

February 7th, 6:15p.m.- 7:15p.m.  

Come for a fun evening of Ice Skating! Cost is $5 per 

person or $15 per family (does not include skate 

rental). Sign-up in the Gathering Space or contact Pas-

tor Sinibaldo. We will meet at Simsbury Farms, 100 

Old Farms Road, Simsbury, CT, 06070. 

New England Synod Mission Area Event       

February 21st, 8:30a.m.-3:30p.m. at Grace 

Lutheran Church in Hartford. 

Come spend the day hearing about the mission of our 

New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America.  Contact Vicar Kate for details. 

Mardi Gras Dinner, February 22nd at 

5:00p.m.. 

Celebrate Mardi Gras (New Orleans Style) and sup-

port the youth attending the ELCA national Youth 

Gathering by coming to the Mardi Gras dinner.  Tick-

ets are $10 for adults and $5 for children (up to 12) 

and will be sold before and after each service in 

February.  

Youth Ski Trip to Okemo, February 27th-

March 1st. 

All youth grades 7-12 are invited to our annual re-

treat in Vermont. Cost is $40 (does not include ski 

rental or lift ticket).  We will leave 

Friday the 27
th
 at 4:00pm and return 

Sunday afternoon.  Adults Needed. 

Sign-up in the Gathering Space or 

speak with Vicar Kate. 

Coming Saturday, March 14th at 

5:30p.m.ð Potluck and a Movie. 

 We will feature the movie  “Wall-E.” 

Sign-up in the Gathering Space! 



Mouse 

Happiness was really captured as we turned the corner and the pages into a new year.  Here at St. Matthew 

we had special pieces to celebrate together.  The Sunday School Christmas Pageant had been thrown a 

snowy curve ball on December 21st so they all pitched in again and a wonderful morning was spent together 

the first Sunday in January.  Thanks to the children of this amazing congregation who told the Christmas Story 

with words of scripture with young people reading the Bible with authority and joy!  The sounds of our children 

singing the messages of love and birth and peace and joy all undergirded by lovely melodies was a real treat 

for the full house that packed the pews.  Special thanks was the conversational buzz all day, to the Director 

Michelle Davis, and her fine deputies, Amy Parchen and Peg Beauregard, music with April and John Fitts and 

Sebestyen Nyiro and the enthusiasm and guidance of Pastor Sinibaldo was a real hit to remind us all that 

Christmas joy lasts a good long time... The Christmas tree was a beauty this 

year, chosen by Vicar Kate Everett Davis and Bessie and Tate Steinberg and 

decorated by the Parchens with Vicar Kate, undecorated by Vicar Kate and now 

rests from its labors...The Church Council offered special thanks to Sim Austin, 

our Congregation President, and also to George Reider and Darrell Pataska, as 

all three of those leaders finish their second term on Council...hooray and thanks 

for all you do... And we all gathered to thank Pastor Carter for 25 years here at 

St. Matthew, the Fellowship Committee and our Occasional Bakers worked with 

Pastor Sinibaldo to create a family celebration that really hoodwinked Pastor 

Carter ...he was almost speechless....ask him to show you his great pre-

sents...the food was delicious as usual and we got to say thanks to Pastor and 

Ruth...all in one extraordinary hour.  This place is great.  I look forward to seeing 

you soon (though I try to stay out of sight) and singing hymns together to praise 

our God.  

Lent Is Approaching! 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 25th 

Z9:00 a.m. Spoken Service of Holy Communion and 

Imposition of Ashes 

Z9:30 a.m. Vicar's Lenten Bible Study  

Z7:30 p.m. Holy Communion and Imposition of 

Ashes 

Wednesday Morning Prayer for Lent 

Z9:00 a.m. March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1 and 8 

Z9:30 a.m. Vicar's Lenten Bible Study each 

Wednesday morning 

Thursday Lenten Gatherings 7:30 p.m. 

Z"Faith and....________” 

ZJoin us for a series of 5 explorations of Faith and ... 

perhaps including Faith and Science, Faith and  Lit-

erature, Faith and Music, Faith and the Y Genera-

tion, Faith and . . . 

Thursday Evenings March 5, 12, 19, 26 and April 

2nd at 7:30 p.m. in the Gathering Space. 

 

    

Musician Search Committee ï Progress    

Report 

With the arrival of a new year, we have experienced 

renewed interest by possible candidates for our Music 

Director’s position.  At the time of this writing in early 

January, we have inquiries from five new “possible” 

candidates.  As yet, we’ve had no interviews but it ap-

pears that the early weeks of 2009 will be a busy time.  

We move forward with a positive outlook! 

St. Matthew Outreach 

Thanks for all your contributions to the Mitten Tree.  We 

received 147 mittens, gloves, hats, and scarves.  Half 

of these items were delivered to Gifts of Love in Avon 

and were very much needed and appreciated.  The 

other half were given to the Refugee Resettlement Of-

fice in Hartford for the families from Mynamar, who are 

resettling in the Hartford area.  These items were also 

very much appreciated as these families are arriving 

with no winter clothing. 

In January we had our "baby drive"; collecting diapers, 

wipes, shampoo, etc.  Our next "special needs" drive 

will be held in March.  We will keep you posted!  Re-

member-there is an ongoing need for non-perishable 

food items, which can always be left in the basket out-

side the church office. 

Thanks - Outreach Committee 
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February 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & 
AF 
11:00 Holy Comm. 
Installation of 
Church Council 

2 
9:30 Staff  
 
 
7:00 Finance 

3 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
5:00 Pioneers 
7:30 Church Council 
 

4 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
7:30 Sr. Choir & JOYFUL 
NOISE 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
6:15-7:15 Ice Skat-
ing at Simsbury 
Farms 

8  8:30 Holy Comm. 
9:40 S.School & AF 
11:00 Worship 
12:00 Cookie Pack-
ing for college/
military 
Voice Deadline 

9 
9:30 Staff  
 
Noon Readers @ Bed-
son’s 
7:00 Fellowship 
7:30 Altar Guild 

10  
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:00 Evangelism 
 

11 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
6:30 Property 
7:30 Sr. Choir & JOYFUL 
NOISE 

12 
 
 

13 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 

14 
 
 

15 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & 
AF 
11:00 Holy Comm. 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 

17 
 
 
 
7:00 Evening Readers 
7:00 Prayer Shawl Minis-
try 
 

18 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sr. Choir & JOYFUL 
NOISE 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
9:30-3:00  Mission 
Areas-Grace Hart-
ford 

22 
8:30  Holy Comm.  
9:40 S. School & 
AF 
11:00 Worship 
 
5:00 Mardi Gras 
Dinner 

23 
9:30 Staff 

24 

 

4:15 Grace Notes 

5:00 Leading Tones 

25  9:00 HC w/Imposition 
of Ashes 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30 HC & Imposition of 
Ashes, Sr. Choir & JOY-
FUL NOISE follows  

26 27 

10:00 Mom & Me 

4:00 Youth Ski Trip 

28 

       

February 2009 


