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Sarah Hernandez, Director of Music
Katie Johnson, Vicar

Diane Theriault, Office Administrator
Rhonda Dart, Publisher

Helen Kilburn, Marion and Ken Knaple,
Doreen O’Leary and Carolyn Boswell;
Circulation

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

February 7 - Cookie Packing for
College Students & Military follow-
ing 11:00 a.m. worship

February 17 - Ash Wednesday

February 21 - Ice Skating at Sims-
bury Farms

February 26 - Youth Ski Trip

LOOKING AHEAD:
March 6 - Wisdom House Retreat

March 7 - Youth Sunday

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

ebruary brings moments of moving in many directions. For

me it is usually a low time between Super Bowl excitement
and waiting until the NCAA Basketball tournament in March. The
Olympics are on this year, so those long weeks may seem shorter.
For many, winter break from school divides the time after Christmas
and the time anticipating Spring, even though the days are still cold,
and the plants have yet to respond to renewal and growth. Perhaps
we find ourselves still under a blanket of snow, still concerned that
warm days seem so far away. Liturgically we move from the end of
Epiphany, the time of year we are clued into the identity of Jesus and
the “aha” moments we share in the story of Good News, to Lent, the
time of preparation and 40 days anticipating the cross. Ash Wednes-
day falls almost exactly in the center of the month, only three days
after we share our Valentines. How is that for a pairing? Whew.

There seems to be lots of comings and goings in our everyday lives.
Maybe for you this time of coming and going is marked by prayers for
friends and loved ones and the struggles they face. Perhaps those
prayers are for your own. Perhaps the worry around employment, or
of school projects, or retirement, or of simply getting by has stirred
the anxiety of feeling like body and mind and soul are in more than
one place at a time, even when Good News comes.

One of my favorite passages is Psalm 121. It ends with a reassuring
promise: “The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in
from this time forth forevermore.” When you are on the way to the
doctor’s office, or on the way to school, or work, or the library, or the
market, or anywhere else, remember that God is with you. When you
get out of the wet and the cold and back into dry warmth of your
home, God is there too. When you wait in expectation for the coming
sunshine, or linger outside to look at the moon, God is with you. We
gather in the stories of God and in the hope of Jesus, and when we
do we are reminded of God in our midst. But remember, on your go-
ing out, to the way back to these days in between, in your encounters
with others, God is with you every step of the way.
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Lenten Plans for 2010 at St. Matthew
Ash Wednesday, February 17th

Z 9:00 a.m. A spoken service of Holy Communion
and the Imposition of Ashes

Z 7:30 p.m. Holy communion and the Imposition of
Ashes

Wednesday Morning in Lent, we will offer

Z Lenten Morning Prayer in the Celtic Tradition a
spoken service with readings this year from Joan
Chittister at 9:00 a.m. each Wednesday Morning
February 24th, March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.

Thursday Evenings in Lent at 7:30 p.m.

Z Lenten Gatherings with Holy Communion Febru-
ary 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th.

This year’s theme is: “Tracking Faith in South
Africa.”

Interfaith Brunch

The 39th Annual Avon Interfaith Brunch will take
place on Sunday, March 21st, starting at 12 p.m., at
the Avon Senior Center. This program has for the
past 38 years brought together all seven of the
Churches in Avon for a wonderful brunch offering, as
well as music, an interesting speaker's program and
Christian fellowship. Tickets are $7 for adults, with
no charge for preschoolers. Good friendship, excel-
lent food, an interesting speaker and beautiful music
all await you on March 21st! Why cook break-

fast! Join us at the Interfaith Brunch! For tickets con-
tact Ellen Gregory at 673-1706 or
eegregory3@sbcglobal.net.

Special Lenten Retreat at Wisdom
House, Saturday March 6th

Join Pastor Carter as he leads a day long Lenten
Retreat for the people of St. Matthew, and others in
the wider community reached by the extensive
ecumenical ministry of Wisdom House in Litchfield,
CT.

“Ponder Anew: Praying Luke’s Gospel in Lent” is
our theme. It begins at 9:30 a.m. and will conclude
at 3:30 p.m. The fee, payable to Wisdom House is
$40 and will include lunch.

Enjoy the chapel, the labyrinth, the art gallery and
the bookstore during your free time, and share
prayerful conversation together about new reflec-
tions on our Lenten Journey from the stories in
Luke’s gospel. . . Including the Fig Tree, the Prodi-
gal and the Passion addressed in the style of Adult
Forum. Sign up in the Gathering Space, or go di-
rectly through Wisdom House at
www.wisdomhouse.org.

Evening Readers We will meet
Tuesday, February 16th at 7:00p.m. at
church to discuss The Help by Kathryn
Stockett. All are welcome.

Help Wanted

Are you willing to help clean up coffee on a rotating
basis after the 11:00 p.m. service? Please contact
Suellen Rogers if you want to be added to the list.
Call her at 860-658-9263, or email her at
suerogers02@sbcglobal.net.

Thank you.

St. Matthew Music Notes

| would like to extend a very heartfelt “Thank
you” to all those who have shared, and continue
to share their musical talents in church. We are
very blessed to have such a variety of fine instru-
mentalists who contribute so generously and posi-
tively to the spirit of worship at St. Matthew.

Speaking of fine musicians who enjoy shar-

ing their music with

Wanted: Volunteer Musicians for 5 Thurs-
day Lenten Services
Starting Thursday, February 25" at 7:30 p.m.,
there will be a Lenten series of five Thursday eve-
ning services at which there is an opportunity to
lead the congregation in two hymns per service.
For those of you who are interested, | will post a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Gather-
ing space.
Thank you for considering this donation of your
time and talent.

by Sarah Hernandez
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Congratulations Mark and Heather Orf
Mark Orf, our vicar 2007-2008, will be ordained to
the ministry of word and sacrament in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America on February 28th,
at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Colorado
Springs, CO. Pastor Sinibaldo will be the preacher.
Pastor Orf received the call to serve in Alaska at
Shishmaref Lutheran Church, PO BOX 72002
Shishmaref, AK 99772. Congratulations and God-
speed.

Mark Your Calendar

Are you in grades 7-12? Do you like skiing? Then
come skiing with the youth from St. Matthew from
February 26th to February 28th! More details com-
ing soon.

Offering Envelopes

Thanks so much for the regular use of your Offer-
ing Envelopes. Your offerings sustain the ministry
and the outreach of St. Matthew, and your faithful,
consistent giving is exactly the steadfast power
that enables, in the Spirit's power, the church to be
the Church.

Thanks, too, for the use of the World Hunger en-
velopes, in their monthly slots. To reach out be-
yond ourselves in such a concrete way as to feed
the hungry, is a part of our call to be men and
women for others. The ELCA World Hunger Ap-
peal is a leader in the way almost all of the gifts
are used to fight hunger, with the lowest percent-
age used for administration of the program. Thank
you.

And, finally, your VISION FOR GROWTH MORT-
GAGE envelope is our newest opportunity to cre-
ate a deeper ministry in and for, and from St. Mat-
thew. Each dollar contributed in those special
monthly VISION FOR GROWTH envelopes, goes
directly to the VISION FOR GROWTH MORT-
GAGE, and limits the amount we need to draw on
from our Endowment Fund. In these days, every
bit is a great help, and we thank you for prayerfully
considering this “Second Mile” giving into the new
year. Thanks so much.

Your Finance Committee

Ice Skating February 21st - 3:15p.m.-
4:15p.m. at Simsbury Farms

Come for a fun afternoon of Ice Skating. Cost is $5
per person or $15 per family (does not include
skate rental). Sign-up in the Gathering Space or
contact Pastor Sinibaldo.
We will meet at Simsbury
Farms, 100 Old Farms
Road, Simsbury, CT,
06070. Invite your
friends!

Mouse

This month as | emerged from my home and ran
across the chancel area and | looked up | saw a
large golden plate with the three wise men on it!
Last time | saw it, it appeared to be cracked on the
bottom. A special thanks to Mark and Kathy
McPherson for restoring the Epiphany plate.

After leaving the sanctuary my little tummy started
to growl, but it sounded more like a squeak because
| am a mouse and not a bear. | scampered to the
kitchen to look for some food to nibble on. | found
left over goodies from the Annual Meeting. Thanks
to the Council for providing
snhacks! | was a bit thirsty after
all of my munching. My little
nose led me to a large pot of
sauce. It was a yummy spicy
chili sauce! Thanks to every-
one who participated in the
chili cook off!




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30 Staff Meeting 9:30 Vicar's Bible Study
4:15 Grace Notes
5:00 Leading Tones 6:00 Confirmation 7:30 Evening Bible
7:00 Finance 7:30 Church Council 7:30 Sanctus Singers Study
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30 Worship 9:30 Staff Meeting 4:15 Grace Notes & 9:30 Vicar's Bible Study
9:40 S. School & AF Pathfinders
11:00 Holy Comm. 5:00 Leading Tones &
12:00 Cookie Packing Pioneers 6:00 Confirmation
for College & Military 7:30 Altar Guild 7:30 Sanctus Singers
7:00 Evangelism
14 15 16 17 9:00 H. Communion & 18 19 20
8:30 Holy Communion Imposition of Ashes
9:40 S. School & AF 9:30 Vicar's Bible Study 10:00 Mom & Me
11:00 Worship 10:30 Staff
Office Closed
7:30 H. Communion &
VOICE Deadline Imposition of Ashes
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 Worship 9:30 Staff 9:00 Lenten M. Prayer

9:40 S. School & AF

11:00 Holy Commun-
lon

3:15 Ice Skating at

Simsbury Farms

4:15 Grace Notes
5:00 Leading Tones

9:30 Vicar's Bible Study

7:30 Sanctus Singers

7:30 Lenten Gathering
with H. Communion

Youth Ski Trip

28

8:30 Holy Comm.
9:40 S. School & AF
11:00 Worship
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