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DATES TO REMEMBER:  

January 6ðYouth Sledding 

January 13ðFamily Ice skating 

January 18ðYouth Lock-in 

January 26ðTables of Food & Fellow-
ship 

 

 

 LOOKING AHEAD:  

February  3ðYouth Sunday 

February  6ðAsh Wednesday 

February  9ðChili Cook-Off 
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A LETTER  FROM PASTOR 

 

"St. Matthew."  The disciple, the apostle, the evangelist.  The tax col-

lector. The congregation.  Educated, informed, somewhat affluent I 

suspect; able to listen, and able to respond.  The Bible suggests he 

responded immediately when called by Jesus.  It will be good to        

be fed this New Year with readings from Matthewôs Gospel, week 

after week.   It is an honor to serve in ministry together in this place 

that bears his name as we stand and follow Christ together. 

 

"Is."  St. Matthew "is."  This tiny form of the verb ñto beò is intriguing 

because it enshrines the present moment, but expands to include all 

that has been and all that is to be; Matthew knew that.  The closing 

words of his Gospel are:  ñI am with you always, to the close of the 

age.ò  Since 1885, the Lord has guided us in this place, across three 

different centuries, and into a new millennium!  

 

"A worshiping congregation."  St. Matthew is "a worshiping congrega-

tion.ò  Yes, the first line of our Vision Statement!  And the glory of this 

line, which is only the beginning of a sentence, is that it begins at the 

beginning, in the depths of a spiritual life, with the first premise of re-

ligion with the foundation of faith.  It begins with worship.  Our life in 

Christ has no other beginning.  We worship.  That is why we gather 

at the foot of the cross with Christ the King high above, dressed to 

lead worship, with robes and stole.   

 

See you in Church often this year I pray.  In this church whose Vision 

for herself is this:  "Saint Matthew Lutheran Church is a worshiping 

congregation, challenged by God to be an inviting community, and to 

serve others with our Christian faith and resources."  Amen.  So be it. 

                               

    Peace, 

                                 

 

 

 



Youth Sledding  

Saturday, January 6, 

2:00  p.m.  

Join the Wise Men on their fa-
mous journey   

while utilizing your sled this 
Epiphany afternoon. 

Sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board or talk 

 with Vicar Mark. 

 

 

Family Ice Skating  

Sunday, January 13,  3:15 -4:15 p.m.  

Come for a fun afternoon of ice skating at   

Simsbury Farms (100 Old Farms Rd.) .  Sign-up in the  

Gathering Space or speak  with Pastor Sinibaldo. 

 

 

 

Youth Lock In  

January 18 -19 

Come Friday, January 18 at 7:00 PM for a fun filled  

extravaganza over night!  We will play games, watch 

a movie, eat, and have our annual spoon hockey  

championship.  Part of our time together will be  

planning Youth Sunday, which is February 3.   

Pick up at 9:00 AM Saturday morning.  Sign-up on  

the Youth Bulletin Board or talk with Vicar Mark  

for more detailsé 

 

 

 

Tables of Food and Fellowship  

Saturday, January 26.  

Sign-up in the Gathering Space to be matched up  

with some others for a meal. Someone will host  

with the main dish, others will bring all the rest!  

Tables of Food and Fellowship is a great way to  

get to know one another. 

 

 

Coming in February - Chili Cook Off!  

Saturday, February 9 at 5:30p.m.  

What better way to shake off the cold winter air than 

with a warm bowl of chili!  Enjoy eating? Like to have 

fun? Have a favorite chili recipe? Everyone will get a 

chance to vote for their favorite!  Sign up in the Gath-

ering Space to bring your chili, salad or desert. There 

will be plenty of spoons and bowls for all. 

 

 

Cookie Bake and Care Package for  

St. Matthew College Students and Service 

Members  

Itôs that time of the year when hungry students are 

studying hard and are in need of snack support from 

home.  February 10th is the day you can help assem-

ble care packages to send.  Watch for a sign-up 

poster in the Library Lounge where you can sign up to 

provide cookies, treats or to help pack boxes for mail-

ing after the 11:00 SERVICE ON February 10th.  We 

will also send packages to our military service mem-

bers.  Parents, please verify that the office has the 

latest address for your student and/or service mem-

ber. 

 

 

Noon Monthly Readers  

The Noon Readers will start the new year discussing 

"On Kingdom Mountain" by Howard Mosher.  We'll be 

meeting at Ann Nurge's home  693-8858.  

Our meeting will be Monday,  January 7, 2008.  Come 

join us if you can. 

 

Evening Readers  

Evening Readers will meet on 

January 15 at 7:00 p.m. at 

church to discuss Atonement 

by Ian McEwan.  All are welcome to join us! On Feb-

ruary 26, we will discuss Marie Antoinette: The Jour-

ney by Antonia Fraser, and looking ahead to March, 

weôll discuss The Tortilla Curtain  by T. C. Boyle. 

Happy Reading! 


