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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

January 7 - 7:00 p.m. Visitation train-
ing/informational meeting

January 14 - 7:00 p.m. Evening Bible
Study

January 15 - 7:00 p.m. Youth Lock-in
January 24 - Noon Annual Meeting
January 30 - 5:30 p.m. Chili Cook-off

LOOKING AHEAD:

February 7 - Cookie Packing for
College Students & Military fol-
lowing 11:00 a.m. Worship

February 17 - Ash Wednesday

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

Happy New Year!

365 days have passed, and 365 days stretch out before us. If a
"jiffy" is, as | have read, 1/60th of a second, we have in the fullness
of 2009 had a lot of "jiffys" to spend! In fact, if I'm right that there
are 3,600 "jiffys" in a minute, and 525,600 minutes in a year, my
pocket calculator comes up with an error message for that multipli-
cation! But big numbers are no strangers to us in the 21st Cen-
tury. Itis a good long time. Time, as well as the people around us
will move forward together into 2010, and it is a good long time to
continue to be God's people enjoying the gift of a new year, a new
set of months, and new jiffys and new days with long lingering pon-
dering moments.

A time, a specific time, has passed, and almost all the world marked
the passing of the old year, and the wonder at the gift of the new
one, another year of grace. Even the quandaries that we carry as
baggage into the new year from the old admit of the possibility, that
in this new year, bridges can be built, perhaps, burdens can be laid
down. Our hopes and dreams also will make the journey well |
think, from one year to the next, especially if we are gentle with
them, and allow them to find the newness and turn towards God's
good light, and in that turning lead us to newness and directions we
might not have anticipated, even with all our planning and deciding.

God is doing a new thing with a whole new year. God is doing a
new year with us, each of us and all of us.

Many years ago | found a glorious prayer for this time of our lives,
the turning of the new year. It is from the pen of the late Samuel
Miller, who served for a time as Dean of Harvard Divinity School. |
try to spend a little time with it each new year. | commend it to you:

Dear God, what can you make of this year? All the living of it, the
trifles and the tragedies that compound our days; all the torment of
heart and struggle of the brain; all the humble labor of the body and
the lonely vigil of the soul; all the fears, the confusion and bitter-
ness; all the hopes, the hours of peace, and the great gift of faith--
what shall these add up to? Be patient, O God, and guide us to walk
in the way of life that we may do your will, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen. Peace,

ﬂa%mﬁ/d@&xw




St. Matthew Lutheran Church Annual
Meeting
Sunday, January 24th at noon!

Come and be part of the conversation, discussion,
celebration and insights about the ministry we share,
entering our 125th year as a congregation.

Z Reports of Ministry

Z Election of New Church Council Members
Z Status Report on the Cell Tower Project
Z

Presentation and Adoption of our 2010 Ministry
Budget

Z Recognitions and the Parishioner of the Year!

An Opportunity for Visitation Ministry!

Please join us on January 7th at 7:00p.m. for an informa-
tional meeting/training session for all those who are inter-
ested in being involved in visiting members who are at
care centers, or who live at home and have not been able
to come to worship because of health, and may feel a bit
unconnected from the congregation. Contact Vicar Katie if
you have questions.

Cookie Bake and Care Package for

St. Matthew College Students and Service
Members

It's that time of the year when hungry students are study-
ing hard and are in need of support from home. February
7th is the day you can help assemble care packages to
send. Watch for a sign-up poster in the Gathering Space
where you can sign up to provide cookies, treats, or to
help pack boxes for mailing after the11:00 o'clock service
on February 7th. We will also send packages to our mili-
tary service members. Parents, please verify that the of-
fice has the latest address for your student and/or service
member.

Evening Bible Study

Have you been interested in coming to a Bible Study, but
have not been able to because it's been when you work?
Then this is for you! Beginning Thursday, January 14"
Vicar Katie will be leading a four week Bible Study on the
book of John. Come and explore the life of faith as you
dig deep into the book of John! Bible study will begin at
7:00p.m.

Youth Lock-in, Friday, January
15th!

Do you like having fun with your friends and
staying up all night?

Then come to the youth Lock-in at St. Mat-
thew!

Friday, January 15" at 7:00p.m. - Saturday,
January 16" at 7:00a.m.

If you have any questions please feel free to
contact Vicar Katie.

The 3rd Annual Chili Cook-off
January 30th at 5:30p.m.

Join us for a fun evening of food, fellowship,
and PRIZES! We’'ll have an opportunity to
taste test, vote, and award our favorites.
Bring your best or unique chili recipe, corn-
bread or dessert. Sign-up in the Gathering
Space. Y'all come now...

Noon Readers We welcome the new year
for our Noon Readers group at Shirley
Slattery’s home, 22 Forest Hill Drive, Sims-
bury, #860.651.5967, on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 20th. Our book for this month is Idyll Ban-
ter by Chris Bohjalian. Bring a sandwich and
come join us if you can.

Evening Readers We will meet Tuesday,
January 19th at 7:00p.m. at church to discuss
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith. All
are welcome.




Flowers

Thanks for your continuing willingness to sign up
in the Narthex to place flowers in the Chancel for
worship, in honor of a celebration or in memory
of a loved one. The cost of a bouquet is $30.00.
You may place your check on Diane’s desk, or mail it in
or place it in the offering plate. Please write FLOWERS
clearly in the memo line no matter how you choose to
pay, so our offering counters can credit it to the FLOWER
account.

A Thanksgiving Thank You from the mail to
us at St. Matthew:

Dear Pastor Carter,

Thank you so much for hosting the Ecumenical Thanks-
giving service this year. It was especially appropriate that
St. Matthew came up on the rotation schedule just as you
have a wonderful new organist and beautifully designed
renovations to introduce to the community. | have heard
glowing comments about both.

All of the musicians felt warmly welcomed, very well fed
and happy to join together to provide excellent music for a
beautiful service.

Again, thank you for your hospitality and your kind words
of thanks to the musicians.

Sincerely,
Lois Pardue
Chair of the Avon Church Musicians Group

Thank You!

Thank you so much for your outpouring of food and paper
products throughout September, October and Novem-
ber. Hundreds of items were provided to Canton Food
Pantry and Gifts of Love. They were received with open
arms and great appreciation. These items provided many
families with much needed support.

A special thanks to Fred Krompegal for building the
church a wooden receptacle for food donations. Goodbye
shopping cart!

Wow! What a wonderful response to see the Christmas
Giving Tree fully decorated with gloves, socks, hats and
scarves. These, too, are greatly appreciated during these
blustery, cold winter days.

Thanks again,
Outreach Committee

Confirmation Resumes in January

Our Confirmation classes will resume each
Wednesday from 6:00p.m. to 7:00p.m., Janu-
ary 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th and February 3rd and
10th, prior to Lent.

To Your Health!

During worship we extend the peace of Christ
to one another. This may be done verbally or
by shaking hands. As you may know, we
provide hand sanitizer on the table in the en-
tryway to the church, and would like you to
know that you are free to use it at any time.
Hand sanitizer dispensers are provided as
well in the kitchen, pantry and our restrooms.

Mouse

The month of November as it
was getting chilly, my little
nose led me away from my
home to find food. What |
found was absolutely amaz-
ing! A large banquet for the
choir on Thanksgiving Eve! | filled my little
cheeks until; | looked like Alvin from the chip-
munks! A special thanks to Sandy Betsch for
her contributions to feeding the choir with a
fabulous dinner!

After the dinner | stayed for a wonderful Ecu-
menical Thanksgiving Eve Service, but part
way through the service, | got distracted by the
smell of desserts and made my way into the
Gathering Space. It was there that | discovered
a reception for after the service. | had to sample
every delicious thing | could get my paws on! A
special thanks to Jill Van Kirk and Chris
Kryzwick for all of their help in making this pos-
sible!

And, a special thanks to Patricia and Kimberly
Lawton for helping decorate St. Matthew’s
Gathering Space through their generous dona-
tion of their Christmas tree! Thanks to Ernie
Jaschinski for fixing the Bell.

Thanks to the Altar Guild for all of their hard
work in preparing the altar for worship each
Sunday.
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