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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

July 6-10 - Vacation Bible Camp 

July 21 - Youth Depart for National     

Youth Gathering in New Orleans 

July 29 - 7:30p.m. Holy Communion 

with Healing Prayers 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

August 15 - Council Retreat 

August 16 - Vicar Kateôs last Sunday 

August 30 - Pastor Sinibaldo Returns 

from Sabbatical 

August 30 - 9:00a.m. Holy Commun-

ion w/Healing Prayers 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH, AVON, CT   July  2009    

A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

There has been a display case hanging in "the brick walk" for quite a 
long time now.  It holds four pieces of paper.  One of them is a pic-
ture of three bullets, casting symbolic  shadows of the three mono-
theistic religions, Judaism, Islam and Christianity.  The other three 
pieces of paper in the case are entitled "overheard", and are quotes 
about peace; one from King David, one from Mohammad, and one 
from Jesus of Nazareth.  Take a look. 

 
The case has been hanging a long time.  But not nearly so long as 
enmity has been a political/religious scandal to people of faith.  Even 
now in Iraq and Afghanistan women and men in uniform are serving 
in harms way, sent there to somehow strengthen peace.  Over the 
summer this will not change, though we may hear more news from 
the Holy Land about settlements or a two state solution.  Politicians 
and diplomats and zealots (yes there were zealots in Jesus' time -- 
one was a disciple, who seems to have turned his zeal to serving the 
Prince of Peace) will opine relentlessly.   
 
I hope you will pray relentlessly.  For peace in the broken places of 
our world, especially Iraq, Afghanistan and the Holy Land, all places 
where one or more of the three great monotheistic religions are said 
to hold sway.  By way of practical help and strategy, here is a prayer 
for peace that I hope will find pride of place in your devotional life this 
summer... 
 
O God, you are the source of life and peace.  
Praised be your name forever. 
We know it is you who turn our minds to thoughts of peace. 
Hear our prayer in this time of war. 
 
Your power changes hearts. 
Muslims, Christians and Jews remember, and profoundly affirm, 
that they are followers of the one God, 
children of Abraham, brothers and sisters; 
enemies begin to speak to one another; 
those who were estranged join hands in friendship; 
nations seek the way of peace together. 
 
Strengthen our resolve to give witness to these truths by the way we 
live. 
Give to us: 
Understanding  that puts and end to strife. 
Mercy  that quenches hatred, and 
Forgiveness that overcomes vengeance. 
 
Empower all people to live in your law of love.  Amen 
 
           In peace, for peace,  
                         
 



 

Evening Readers 

Evening Readers will meet at the Winslowôs on 

August 25théwatch the bulletin for further 

information. 

Join us in Florence for our SUMMER WEDNESDAY 

EVENINGS HOLY COMMUNION at 7:30p.m. 

Plan to join us at St. Matthew this summer for our Wednesday 

Evening Holy Communion  Services.  We will have volunteer in-

strumentalists to lead our hymns and a spoken liturgy of Holy 

Communion.  The evenings have been joyful, intimate celebra-

tions of our faith and you are invited to continue the tradition, this 

year with the fun twist of some favorite Bible storiesé 

This year the theme will take its inspiration from the Baptistry 

Doors done by Ghiberti in 1452 at the Cathedral in Florence, It-

aly.  Those doors, called the Gates of Paradise by Michelangelo, 

because they were so beautiful, show ten amazing scenes from 

the Old Testament.  These ten stories will offer the focus for our 

reading, our praying and our preaching, and maybe foster some 

conversation on the Piazza after, in keeping with a lovely summer 

evening together worshiping the God of Abraham,  Issac and 

Jacob, our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  A little art, a little 

faith, a little evening of joy together.  See you then! 

              July   1       Cain & Abel 

  July   8        Noah & the Ark 

  July  15       Abraham & Issac 

  July  22       Jacob& Esau 

  July  29       Joseph & his Brothers (with Healing         

          Prayers) 

          August   5        Moses & the 10 Commandments 

                   August  12       Joshua & the battle of Jericho 

                   August  19       David & Goliath 

         August   26       Solomon & Sheba  

How Does Your Garden Grow? With your help, of 

course. Please sign-up in the Gathering Space to help keep St. 

Matthewôs garden areas watered and well-groomed during the 

hot summer months. Contact Mabel Howard with questions at 

658-6410. Thank you in advance for helping to maintain our gar-

den areas this summer. 

The Flower Chart has several 

dates open. If you wish to donate 

flowers on one of the following Sun-

days, please sign up in the Narthex, 

or call the church office (860-673-

3301): July 5th, 12th, 26th, Septem-

ber 27th, November 8th, 15th, 29th, 

December 6th and 13th. Cost is $30. 

Please leave your check in the offer-

ing, or on Dianeôs desk in the office. 

Summer Worship 

Nothing is more central, more vital, 

or more dynamic to the life and min-

istry of the Church than the commu-

nity worship of God.  During the 

summer we will have the opportunity 

on Sunday morning and Wednesday 

evenings to gather in the name of 

Christ to celebrate what God has 

done, is doing, and promises to 

do.  We will have the opportunity to 

listen again to the story of God's re-

deeming love, sense the presence of 

the risen Lord among us in the 

breaking of the bread and the stories 

of scripture, and be renewed in our 

power to serve as the body of Christ 

to a world aching for the power of 

the Gospel.  See you at St. Matthew!  

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY! 

Pictorial Directories  

Did you receive your Pictorial Directory?   Please pick one up in 

the Gathering Space if you did not get your copy.  



 

Mouse 

What a beginning... we sometimes think of 

the ending of school, Sunday School, and 

Adult Forum as a winding down.  But this 

year try to think of it as a glorious begin-

ning...  Graduates are having parties and 

planning for the fall in new places... others 

know who their new teacher might be or will 

be in the fall, and though we can wait to buy 

new supplies, we know the interlude of sum-

mer is our time to remember all we have learned... In Adult Forum 

we read and discussed the last of Luke's stories about Jesus, the as-

cension!  It was the beginning of the work of the church... Sunday 

School Bible Bowl was a grand celebration of such remembering in a 

joyful calamitous extravaganza led by Vicar Kate and the indisputable 

champion of this year's Bible Bowl, Michelle Davis! A big thank you to 

all of the parents who helped out, and a special thank you to Profes-

sor Everett who helped the kids answer questions. 

What a beginning for summer for all of us...   We welcomed our new 

Director of Music, Sarah Hernandez to St. Matthew with the wonderful 

sounds of our organ, and with a lovely Welcome Reception after wor-

ship on the first of our Summer Sunday Holy Communion Services, 

on June 21st.. the beginning of Summer!  We have a wonderful cast 

of musicians helping Vicar Kate and Pastor Carter tell the stories em-

blazoned on the Baptistry Doors in Florence Italy.. thanks to Marlys 

Austin, the Beauregards, April Brodeur-Fitts, Michelle Davis, Anna 

Lauchnor, Sarah Hernandez and Paula Garza!  Our gardens at St. 

Matthew grow so well, Mabel Howard, and Ron and Barbara Mitchell 

got things started in the spring, and now the Mitchells, the Howards, 

the Tumas and the Davidsons and others planting and taking care of 

the garth.  Itôs beautiful!  Thanks to all!   

Summer has just begun!  Iôm looking forward to all the pitter patter 

that summer brings, Wednesday night services, VBC and more!  

Sunday School Begins September 20th. 

Thanks for a great year of Sunday School ending  with our  Bible Bowl 

June 14th. We will start again September 20th at 9:40a.m.. 

As we look forward to the fall we are hopeful to expand our ministry by 

splitting our double classes (1
st
/2

nd
, 3

rd
/4

th
, 5

th
/6

th
) into individual 

grades.  We have a lot of children at St. Matthew! 

If you would like to help in any capacity, or have any questions, please 

contact Melissa Lindquist, our Sunday School Coordinator at 860-521-

0608.  See you in September. 

Go Green and Read THE 

VOICE Online! 

Our monthly newsletter, THE 

VOICE, is now available to read 

(and/or print) on St. Matthewôs 

website: www.stmatthewavon.org. 

If you wish to have your name 

removed from the paper VOICE 

mailing list, please email       

Diane in the office at 

dfirn123@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Thank you for all of the notes, 

flowers, thoughts and most of all 

prayers for a quick recovery from 

my hip replacement at the end of 

May.  It's amazing what the 

power of prayer can do - I am 

feeling great and look forward to 

chasing Geoff and the kids 

around by the middle of summer!  

Tammie Sinibaldo 

Thank You! 

We would like to thank you 

for the Prayer Shawl for baby 

Johnny. He was able to keep it 

with him during the 3 hour 

MRI.  It was a comfort to us 

knowing he wasn't alone.  Thank 

you also for your continuing 

prayers. 

    With love,  

       The King Family 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

   1 
 
 
 
7:30 Holy Communion 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:00 Worship/
Installation of VBC 
Staff 
 

6 
9:00-12:00 Vacation 
Bible Camp 
 
 
7:00 Finance 
 

7 
9:00-12:00 Vacation 
Bible Camp 
 
6:30 Mutual Ministry 
7:30 Church Council    

8 
9:00-12:00 Vacation Bible 
Camp 
11:45 Office Helpers 
Luncheon 
 
7:30 Holy Communion 

9 
9:00-12:00 Vacation 
Bible Camp 
 
 
 
 

10 
9:00-12:00 Vacation 
Bible Camp 
 
 
VBC Evening Event 
 

11 
 
 

12 
9:00 Holy Commun-
nion/Baptism 
 

13 
 

14 

 

 

15 

 

6:30 Property 

7:30 Holy Communion 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 
9:00 Holy Communion 

20 
 

21 

Youth Depart for New 

Orleans 

 

 

22 

 

7:30 Holy Communion 

23 24 25 

26 
9:00 Holy Communion 

27 
 
 
7:00 Endowment 

28 29 

7:30 Holy Communion w/

Healing Prayers 

30 31  

July 2009 


