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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
June 1 - Pastor Sinibaldo’s Sabbatical
begins

June 21 - 9:00 a.m. Summer Worship
begins

June 24 - 7:30 p.m. Summer Wednes-
day Communion begins

LOOKING AHEAD:
July 6-10 - Vacation Bible Camp

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

nother year of confirmation has passed.

Many pastors shake their heads with a sigh of relief having sur-
vived another year. I leave tonight energized, amazed, and hopeful. The
kids prepare statements of faith —not long explanations or regurgitating in-
formation — but a short essay on what their faith means to them at this point
in time. They have great questions, and a solid foundation. Tonight we had
our final examination. Like many who have gone before them, they came
with anxiety, fear, and trepidation. These are all things many of us parents
think they —shouldll experience
confirmation, having gone through it ourselves. Surviving the confirmation

exam is a rite of passage I suppose.

Something strange happened tonight, in me and in them. They absolutely
nailed it. Nina Kublan got a perfect score (Three others were not far off).
Having spent enough time with young teenagers over the years, I have won-
dered from time to time if they really listen or if they simply nod along to
look interested. This group really seems to have not only received the faith;
they have taken it to heart and made it their own. I always tell each class
that each of them will have a ministry somehow, whether it is in their own
family, with their friends, or perhaps even professionally. I have no doubt
that in a few years we'|l/|l be ha
how we can support the seminar.i
We have great kids here, and great parents who have lived their own faith
with their families. Thank you for that partnership.

Our confirmands this year are Jessie Banks, Nick Gasser, Nina Kublan,
Anna Lauchnor, Alex Maldonado, Zane Milbourn, Doug Nicholson, Tate
Steinberg, Travis Stone, and Chris Suttmeier.

Expect much from these young people in the coming years. I know I do.

As I head off to Sabbatical Study Leave this summer, I take with me the
prayers said at confirmation. I pray that as a church the Father would stir up
the gift of the Holy Spirit in us for Jesus sake; that God would confirm our
faith, guide our lives, empower our serving, give us patience in suffering,
and bring us all to eternal life (ELW, p. 236). In Christ, may our joy be

made complete.

You' || be in our prayers. See
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We welcome the following New Members who joined our church
family on April 26th. Please add them to your church directory:

Patrick & Amy Brintle

56 Burlington Rd. Jeffrey & Sarah Schrandt
Unionville, CT 06085 Stella

860-404-0811 2 Middle Lane

Simsbury, CT 06070

Matthew & Stephanie Montminy 860-655-9728

Ben, Reese and Zoe
Roy & Beverly Zurell

37 Hartford Ave.
Bristol, CT 06010
860-589-0453

8 Saxon Woods
Avon, CT 06001
860-404-2709

Henry Palm

32 Byron Dr.
Avon, CT 06001
860-673-7258

Congratulations to our Confirmands!

Jessica Banks, Nicholas Gasser, Nina Kublan, Anna Lauchnor, Alexander Maldonado, Zane Milbourn,
Douglas Nicholson, Tate Steinberg, Travis Stone and Christopher Suttmeier.

Congratulations on their First Communion!

Receiving their First Communion on May 3rd were: Meredith Banks, Taylor Blades, Jacob Hallenbeck,
Spencer Howes, Sophia Pelehach, Cameron Suttmeier, Owen White and Allison Zeitler.

Evening Readers

We will meet on June 16th at 7:00p.m. in the Gathering Space. We are discussing March by
- Geraldine Brooks. All are welcome to join us!

Vacation Bible Camp Musicians Wanted!

Summer is upon us and that - Our Wonderful Summer Wednesday Worship will
means it's time to register your \_/ begin on Wednesday evening June 24th and go
kids for Vacation Bible Camp, through August 26th.

July 6"-10". Please fill out a We are looking for you, if you wish, to volunteer to

accompany two hymns on those Summer eve-
nings. Use our piano, bring your flute, your recorder,
the instrument you love that can undergird us with
the melody of two hymns from ELW. (You can
choose!)

Speak to Pastor Carter or Pastor Sinibaldo to book
your gig. Thanks!

registration form sent with the last issue of the
Voice, pick one up in the Gathering Space or

contact Vicar Kate at 673-3301. Registration
deadline is June 22™.




Sunday School Begins September 20th.

Thanks for a great year of Sunday School ending with our Bible Bowl June 14th.

We will start again September 20th at 9:40a.m..

As we look forward to the fall we are hopeful to expand our ministry by splitting our double classes (172",
394" 56" into individual grades. We have a lot of children at St. Matthew!

If you would like to help in any capacity, or have any questions, please contact Melissa Lindquist, our Sun-

day School Coordinator. See you in September.

Join us in Florence for our
SUMMER WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
HOLY COMMUNION at 7:30p.m.

Plan to join us at St. Matthew this summer for our
Wednesday Evening Holy Communion Ser-

vices. We will have volunteer instrumentalists to
lead our hymns and a spoken liturgy of Holy Com-
munion. The evenings have been joyful, intimate
celebrations of our faith and you are invited to con-
tinue the tradition, this year with the fun twist of
some favorite Bible stories...

This year the theme will take its inspiration from the
Baptistry Doors done by Ghiberti in 1452 at the Ca-
thedral in Florence, Italy. Those doors, called the
Gates of Paradise by Michelangelo, because they
were so beautiful, show ten amazing scenes from
the Old Testament. These ten stories will offer the
focus for our reading, our praying and our preach-
ing, and maybe foster some conversation on the
Piazza after, in keeping with a lovely summer eve-
ning together worshiping the God of Abraham,

Issac and Jacob, our God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. A little art, a little faith, a little evening of joy
together. See you then!

June 24  Creation & Temptation
July 1 Cain & Abel

July 8 Noah & the Ark

July 15 Abraham & Issac

July22  Jacob& Esau

July 29  Joseph & his Brothers (with Healing

Prayers)
August 5 Moses & the 10 Commandments
August 12 Joshua & the battle of Jericho
August 19 David & Goliath
August 26 Solomon & Sheba

Mouse

As much as | love spring, | love summer even more! Boy, does it get cold in my
mouse hole during the winter! I'm looking forward to the warm weather and wel-
coming summer! With the warmer weather coming, there has definitely been a
“Spring” in my step! I've been able to scurry about in New York City on the bus
trip, and enjoy a ball game and picnic at the Rockcats stadium! Many more adven-

tures to come!

A big warm welcome to our new Music Director, Sarah Hernandez! Thanks to
Sebestyén Nyird who was our interim organist and joyfully led the congregation

throughout the past several months. Great job to our choirs who filled worship with
beautiful music. A big thanks to Evan and Michelle Davis for their leadership.

With the thrill of the change in temperatures comes the change in the worship schedule. We look forward to
summer worship on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday communion services at 7:30 p.m. Pastor
Sinibaldo will begin his summer sabbatical. We send the Sinibaldo family blessings on a safe journey and a

fruitful time away.
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