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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

June 13 - 9:40 a.m. Bible Bowl

June 13 - 12:00 p.m. Church Pic-
nic and Kitchen Shower

June 20 - 9:00 a.m. Summer Wor-
ship begins

June 30 - 7:30 p.m. Summer
Wednesday Communion begins

LOOKING AHEAD:

July 12-16 - 9:30 a.m. -12:00 Vaca-
tion Bible Camp

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

Welcome to Green Time.

Summer is a time when we all start to run in different direc-
tions, but we have entered the time of growth for the church.
Using symbols wisely, our faithful ancestors chose green as
the liturgical color to adorn the altar’s paraments, the Bible’s
ribbons, and the pastor’s stoles to fit with all the growth of
vegetation as summer blooms with growing grass, leafy trees
and the continued beauty of flowers. But there is more to the
symbol than the natural world around us. We are called to
grow into our faith, and in this season between the seasons,
we have the opportunity this year to hear Luke’s telling of the
ministry and teaching of Jesus over these weeks. Luke invites
us to grow with Jesus. Many people will be healed, as we re-
flect on how Jesus touches our lives. Jesus will share many
parables as his story connects with our own. Many lives will
be changed by encountering the Son of God as we too are
transformed. On Wednesdays, starting June 30th we will visit
holy places, as we visit in word and in sacrament the sacred
space of this world God has given us to live, care for and
share with our neighbors. In this time we have the gift to enjoy
the growth of children and grandchildren, the nurture of loved
ones as relationships deepen, and peace as the day cools at
dusk, the morning dew settles, and all the splendor of God’s
creation bursts with life.

Green time has arrived. As you go indifferent directions this
summer, whether on vacation, outdoor activities, tending to
gardens, or sitting out on your deck or patio, remember to en-
joy it. Give thanks for it. Grow alongside it in God’s good time.
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Congratulations to our Confirmands: -

Aryana Aslanzadeh, Jamie Baruffi, Erik Blades, Emily Jarka, Tori Kryzwick, Amelia == -
Metz, Tess Murphy, Abhilash Panthagani, Miller Parchen, Olivia Pelehach, Justin
Reichler, Stephen Tsitaridis, Zoe Van Kirk and Emily Wright.

Church Picnic and Kitchen Shower June 13th at Noon

Celebrate the end of the program year with our all Church Picnic on June 13th. We will also be adorning our
church kitchen with gifts, gadgets and gizmos as we get ready for our 125" anniversary party after the
9:00 a.m. service on September 12th. Sign-up in the Gathering Space for the picnic, and while you are there,
take a recipe card with you labeled with a new item to bring with you on Sunday, June 13th.

Noon Readers Bible Bowl June 13th at 9:40 a.m.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, June Sunday School concludes with our annual Bible

15th at Laura Hage’s home, 11 Ce- Bowl in the Hall of the Evangelists. Regular class

daridge Rd., Canton. We will dis- and Adult Forum will conclude June 6. At Bible

cuss Sacred Hearts by Sarah Bowl our third graders will receive Bibles from St.
Dunant. Call Laura with questions at 860-693- Matthew, our teachers will be appreciated, and the

competition between teams will feature questions,
crowd participation, and of course...physical chal-
Evening Readers lenges. See you there, and thanks for a great year
of learning.

2038. Bring a sandwich and join us!

We will meet on Tuesday, June 15th at 7:00 p.m.
at church to discuss Water for Elephants by Sara
Gruen. All are welcome!

Summer Sunday Holy Communion, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday Evenings

We will offer our mid-week Wednesday Evening Communion Services again this year.
Join us!

We will begin on Wednesday, June 30th, and the last celebration will be Wednesday eve-
ning, September 1st.

This year we will ponder the reality of special places, sacred spaces, holy cities. . . From
Jerusalem, Jericho and Bethlehem, to Brooklyn, Chicago and St. Paul. Come and reflect
together on the way God’s presence is found in the places where we find ourselves, the spots we return to
often, or remember powerfully after only one visit, or perhaps after being conveyed to that distant place by a
story from Scripture. The Sanctuary is air conditioned, dress is casual, all are welcome. Invite a friend or
neighbor to join you. Receive the Sacrament of the Altar, gathered in a circle in the Chancel, hear God’s
Word reflected into our lives, and share conversation in the Gathering Space or on the Piazza after! What is
your Holy City?




Vacation Bible Camp

This year Vacation Bible Camp will be held July 12th-16th, 9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Children ages 3 to 4th
grade are invited to hike the Friendship Trek Trail and explore Bible stories, take Bible challenges, make
crafts, enjoy snacks, play fun games, sing awesome songs and so much more! Please contact Vicar Katie
with any questions at 860-673-3301. Cost is $15 per child with a $45 per family maximum.

Musicians

Wanted: g f
This summer

there will be a

series of ten

Wednesday evening services begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. As with our Lenten
evening services, these gatherings
provide an opportunity for musicians
to share their gifts by leading the
congregation in two hymns. There is
a sign up sheet in the Gathering
Space for those who are interested.
Services will begin June 30th, with
the last service being held on Sep-
tember 1st. We appreciate you con-
sidering this offering of your time and
talent.

by Sarah Hernandez

Go Green and Receive THE VOICE by Email Each
Month!

Send Diane (dfirn123@sbcglobal.net) your email address and she
will add you to the list to receive THE VOICE each month in your
email box. If you prefer, you can read THE VOICE on St. Matthew’s
website: www.stmatthewavon.org. Either way, let Diane know and
she will remove your name from the paper VOICE mailing list to
save on postage. Thank you.

Electronic Giving

To assist everyone in making the consistent offerings that are so
important to St. Matthew, we ask you to consider making auto-
matic, electronic donations. Please contact Diane in the church
office (860-673-3301 or dfirn123@sbcglobal.net) or Pat LaPierre
(lapierrep@earthlink.net) with any questions or to sign-up.

SS Coffee with Vicar

This month meet Vicar

Katie at Starbucks for cof-
&—f fee and conversation.
Please sign up in the Gathering

Space for a Tuesday that works for
you!

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

The Summer Sun Shone Round Me

THE summer sun shone round me,
The folded valley lay
In a stream of sun and odour,

That sultry summer day.

The tall trees stood in the sunlight
As still as still could be,
But the deep grass sighed and rustled

And bowed and beckoned me.

The deep grass moved and whispered
And bowed and brushed my face.
It whispered in the sunshine:

“The winter comes apace.”

by Robert Louis Stevenson




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
9:30 Vicar's Bible Study 9:30 Office Helpers
11:00 Staff Meeting
7:00 Finance Family Camping at
7:30 Church Council Hammonasset
7:30 Sanctus Singers
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:30 Worship 9:30 Staff
9:40 S. School & AF 9:30 Vicar's Bible Study
11:00 Holy Communion
12:00 Youth Planning
Campers Return 7:00 Evangelism 7:30 Sanctus Singers
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30 Holy Communion 9:30 Staff
9:40 Bible Bowl 12:00 Noon Readers at
11:00 Worship Hage'’s
12:00 Picnic & Kitchen 6:30 Altar Guild Potluck
Shower
6:30 Property
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 Holy Communion
27 28 29 30

9:00 Holy Communion/
Holy Baptism

7:30 Holy Communion
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