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Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m. 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER:  

March 15  - 9:00a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Lenten Retreat 

March 16 - 9:30-10:30a.m. Palm 
Sunday Breakfast 

March 21  - 9:30-11:30 a.m. Chil-
dren's Retreat 

March 23  - 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD:  

  April 5 -  Potluck and Movie Evening 

  April 13 - Greenwood Music Series                     

  Concert, ñHot Cat Jazz.ò 
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A LETTER  FROM PASTOR 

Easter  is this month! 

It almost feels rushed.  As rushed as Ash Wednesday in the first 

week of February!  (Get those Christmas wreaths down!)  In fact, with 

all the proper rubrics in place, this Easter is almost as early as it is 

possible to be. . . (the first Sunday after the first full moon in Spring).  

The joyful celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord from the dead. 

But, you know what?  Letôs not rush it.  Let us together, pause for the 

time being, this Lenten time as March marches forward.  Lent is not a 

forced march, it is a deliberate pace, a rhythm of prayer and worship, 

and remembering what we have ñgiven upò or ñtaken upò for this Holy 

Season. 

TV pundits and commentators have taken to the phrase ñrun-upò to 

describe the days and weeks before a primary vote or any big event.  

Let us not be in too much of a hurry here to adopt their jargon.  The 

road to Easter simply ought not be a ñrun-up,ò which seems to imply 

such haste.  The road to Easter quite simply is Lent.  And, it takes a 

good long time.  Forty days, meaning for the Bible, not one more than 

39 or one less than 41, but a long time.  Forty days and nights of rain 

for Noah, 40 years wandering in the wilderness for the Children of 

Israel, Jesus fasting 40 days in the wilderness, which is of course, 

the template for the Churchôs Lent.  A long time. 

Yes, Easter is early.  But we still have plenty of time to indulge our 

spirits in the promptings of the Holy Spirit, in worship, in Bible study, 

in prayer at home as well as with others in this community.  Yes, 

Easter may seem early.  But it will come right on time.  And, the 

meaning of Lent is getting to Easter right on time, as individuals and 

as a community of faith. 

Take your time.  Pause along the way.  Breathe and center yourself 

in the fact of our faith that time is sacred.  The discipline of time, the 

miracles of the right time, the beauty of Godôs good time.                 

   Peace, 

 



 Annual Meeting Insights  

Ann Eberhard was celebrated 

as our Parishoner of the Year, 

congratulations Ann and thanks 

so much for all you do! 

Newly elected Council Members 

include Kathy Alsgaard, Clint 

Harriman, Kristian Jensen, Mark 

McPherson, John Pearson and 

Shelley Spoering. 

We will apply to the Western 

Mission Cluster again for an In-

tern for St. Matthew in 2008-09.  

Pastor Sinibaldo will be at Lu-

ther interviewing candidates in 

February. 

Pastor Carter and Pastor Sini-

baldo will be given Summer 

Sabbatical Study Leave Time to 

enrich their ministries and the 

ministry of our congregation; 

Pastor Carter this summer and 

Pastor Sinibaldo the summer of 

2009.  Congratulations to our 

Pastors! 

Endowment gifts to the Food/

Fuel Banks of Simsbury, Avon, 

Farmington, and Canton were 

approved for distribution in 2008 

as well as a continuing support 

of our mortgage. 

Thanks so much to our Presi-

dent, Sim Austin for leading a 

careful, affirming and informa-

tive Annual Meeting! 

Spring New York Bus 

Trip  

Join St. Matthew  family and 

friends on a trip to New York 

City on Saturday, May 17th.  

Spend the day on your own see-

ing the sights, visiting a museum 

or enjoying a play!  We depart 

St. Matthew at 7:45a.m.  Cost is 

$30.00 per person.  Please sign-

up in the Gathering Space. 

 

Noon Readers  

Weôll be meeting on Monday, 

March 10th at Ruth Bedsonôs 

home, 12 Westcott Road, Sims-

bury, 658-0805 for a discussion 

of Water for Elephants by Sara 

Gruin.  Bring a sandwich, and 

come join us. 

 

Evening Readers  

Evening Readers will meet at 

church on March 18th at 

7:00p.m. to discuss The Night 

Country by Stuart OôNan.  Look-

ing ahead to April, weôll discuss 

Beach Road by Peter de Jonge.  

All our welcome! 

 

 
Coming in April,  
Conversations  

with the Pastors  

All are welcome to come for an 

evening with Pastor Carter, Pas-

tor Sinibaldo and Vicar Mark. 

Together we will take the oppor-

tunity to discuss the ministry, 

look to the future and share your 

questions and insights.  We will 

begin the evening with refresh-

ments and conclude with Holy 

Communion.  One event offered 

on three separate nights, April 3, 

10, and 17, from 7:00-9:30 PM. 

 

Thank you!  

Dear Pastor Carter, 

Thank you for the honor of being Parishioner of the Year.  I enjoy the 

things I do at St. Matthew.  It is very fulfilling to be a part of the St. 

Matthew family and to serve the Lord there in whatever way possible.  

I will enjoy adding the Bonhoeffer book to my Lenten reading. 

Thank you for all you do. 

Sincerely,  Ann 

Thanks for your  

generosity!  
 

We are grateful indeed for the rec-

ommendation of the Mutual Minis-

try Committee of St. Matthew and 

the concurrence of the Church 

Council and the affirmation of the 

vote at the Annual Meeting to pro-

vide Summer Sabbatical Study 

Leave time in the summer of 2008 

for Pastor Carter and in the sum-

mer of 2009 for Pastor Sinibaldo.  

We look forward to the time of re-

newal personally, and are confi-

dent in the joyful renewal our re-

freshment will provide to the peo-

ple of St. Matthew as our ministry 

together continues to unfold.  Look 

for more on this in the future as 

our plans begin to be set and 

shaped.   

Thank you all, 

Pastor Carter & Pastor Sinibaldo 



The Mouse  

There has been a host of activi-

ties at St. Matthew in February! 

Thanks to all our youth who 

worked on Youth Sunday, leading 

us in worship.  Vicar Mark and 

Krysia Robinson led a great 

crewéMiranda Arvidson, Everett 

Davis, Alison Kraft, Lauren Kraft, 

Brian Gara, Michelle Gara, Steve 

Hugel, Susan Jensen, Allie 

Lauchnor, Anna Lauchnor, Alex 

Maldonado, David Meckes, 

Anyonya Panthagani, Allison 

Pearson, Max Pierce, Sydney 

Pierce, Bessie Steinberg, Tate 

Steinberg, Jeff Stote, Catherine 

Winslow, and Stephanie Winslow. 

Our Chili Cook-Off was a romping 

good time. Thanks to everyone 

who participated, brought food, 

accomplished the great feat of 

sampling all ten chili entries (and 

still had  

room for those yummy desserts). 

Congratulations to the Kraft fam-

ily for winning bragging rights for  

a whole year! 

Cookies were sent to our college 

students.  A great big THANK 

YOU to Lisa Hugel and all the 

bakers and packers! 

Work continues in the back corri-

dor and over at the parsonage 

thanks to our óhandimenô Jim 

OôHerron and Ken Wieland. Good 

job guys! 

March moves us forward through 

Lent, into Holy Week and the joy 

of Easter.  Thanks to everyone 

for your participation in center of 

our Christian faith. I cannot wait 

to smell those lilies! 

Events Coming Soon  
to a  St. Matthew  

Near You. . .  

Look on the Sign -Up 
Board in the Gather-
ing Space for De-

tails!  

 

Potluck and a Movie, Satur-
day Evening, April 5th. 

ñHot Cat Jazzò Greenwood 
Music Series Concert, Sun-
day Afternoon, April 13th. 

Mini Golf and Ice Cream, 
Sunday afternoon, May 4th. 

New York City Bus Trip, 
Saturday, May 17th. 

Campout to Hammonasset 
State Park, May 30th-June 
1st. 

Dinner with the Vicaréan 
ongoing opportunity! 

Saturday Morning 

Lenten Retreat, 

March 15th, 9:00a.m. - 

12:30p.m.  

A quiet time of conversa-

tion, study, illumination and 

worship with Pastor 

Carter.  We will indulge our-

selves in "A Holy & Celtic 

Lent" with Yeats and Pat-

rick and St. John the Evan-

gelist.  Please sign up in 

the Gathering Space, or 

call the office (673-

3301).  Friends are wel-

come too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday Breakfast, 

March 16th 9:30 -10:30a.m. 

Our annual Palm Sunday break-

fast will take place between the 

services on Sunday, March 16th.  

Youth can sign up to help on the 

Youth Board.  Come hungry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Childrenôs  

Retreat, March 21st, 9:30 -

11:30a.m.  

Even as Lent begins, we are get-

ting excited for this yearôs Good 

Friday Retreat: At the Heart of the 

Story. 

Children ages 3 through 6
th

 grade 

are invited for a morning of 

games, crafts, a snack, and tak-

ing a closer look at the promise, 

óIt is God the only Son, who is 

close to the Fatherôs heart, who 

has made him knownô (John 

1:18).  Information will be sent 

home at Sunday School in the 

coming weeks. Invite your 

friends. Come and See!  




