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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

March 5, 12, 19, 25 & April 2 - 7:30
p.m. Lenten Gatherings Faith and . . .
March 8 - 4:00 p.m. Greenwood Music

Series Concert Ezequiel Menendez,
Organist

March 14 - 5:30 p.m. Potluck and a
Movie

LOOKING AHEAD:

April 5 - 9:30-10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday
Breakfast

April 12 - 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist

May 2 - New York Bus Trip

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

| here is a legend about Mary that she was a young weaver in
the precincts of the Temple. (Legends are those stories that
try to fill in the blanks of our knowledge and they can at the very
least, make us smile in the Spirit but occasionally they go deeper and
have a rather helpful quality.) While there with other young women in
this rather strange boarding school setting she was assigned the task
of weaving the purple and scarlet veil in the Temple that separated
the Holy of Holies from the people of God. An angel, in the legend,
interrupts her and sends her home, announcing her true future.

The Veil was the sign of the unbridgeable gap between sinful human-
ity and our holy God. There is a Lenten echo here that goes deeper
and has a rather helpful quality: the veil of the Temple being torn in
two as Jesus gives his last cry from the cross. (Read about it in Mark
15:38—Luke and Matthew tell about it too.) Because he has torn the
veil, we can enter with him into the sanctuary and offer prayer with
him. In his death and resurrection we enter the Holy of Holies with
our Lord and pray and listen to his Word and are fed with the Sacra-
ment of the altar—no curtains, no separations. The body of Christ for
you, the blood of Christ . . . For you, the blood of Christ...for you.

That is what can happen at every worship opportunity at St. Matthew,
in this season of Lent, and in every season of the Church Year. Just
as Mary is interrupted as she spins the curtain, the whole history of
the world is interrupted by the cry of Jesus from the cross. All we
may have put between ourselves and God is torn down my God’s
own utterance. May our busyness, sorrow and pain be interrupted
this Lent as God in Christ shouts and rends all the separations that
have kept us apart from the love and comfort of our God.

See you in Church!
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Noon Readers

For March we will be reading The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows. We'll meet March 11th at noon at Deb Steinberg’s home, 12

Evening Readers

South Ridge Rd., Farmington, 678-8113. Bring a sandwich and join us!

We’'ll meet at church on March 17th at 7:00p.m. to discuss Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks. Looking
ahead to April, we’ll meet on April 21st to discuss 90 Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper with Cecil Murphey. All

are welcome to join us!

Pot Luck Dinner and Movie Night, Satur-
day, March 14th at 5:30 p.m.

Sign-up in the Gathering Space, for a fun night of
food, fellowship, and the movie Wall — E.

We will have dinner at 5:30 p.m. and the movie will
follow. There will be popcorn and soda too!

All are welcome!

New York Bus Trip,
May 2nd

Please join St. Matthew fam-
JW. ily and friends on a trip to

New York City on Saturday,
May 2nd. Spend the day on your own seeing the
sights, visiting a museum or enjoying a play. See
the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space. Cost is
$30 per person.

To The

Thank you and all the others who prayed over and
knitted the beautiful prayer shawls.

| used mine this morning and felt so encouraged and
blessed to be wrapped in the prayers and love of
those we who created this special shawl.

God is our Maker, the divine Healer and the one who
carries us.

Thanks for joining us in praying for Susan's healing.
Wrapped in His Love,

Letter Prayer

Karen

Pioneers Mi ni stry

All families with children in grades K-2 are wel-
come to Pioneers, the first and third Tuesdays of
the month at 5:00 p.m. (following Grace Notes). As
families we share faith, a craft, a game, dinner,
and fun. We will meet in the Hall of the Evangel-
ists, March 3rd and March 17th. If you have not
come before you are welcome to join us! Contact
Pastor Sinibaldo for more details.

Charitable Giving Provisions Enacted

A number of charitable giving provisions - including a
restoration and extension of the IRA Charitable Roll-
over through the end of 2009 - were enacted as part
of legislation designed to address the financial cri-
sis. The bill, the Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008, was signed into law on October 3. The
IRA Charitable Rollover is a tax incentive that allows
individuals aged 70 1/2 and older to donate up to
$100,000 from their Individual Retirement Accounts
(IRAs) to charities without having to count the distribu-
tions as taxable income. Since enactment in August
2006, the IRA Charitable Rollover has generated a
significant amount of new charitable giving.

Sunday School

It is hard to believe it, but it is already time to start
thinking about Sunday School for the coming fall.
Thanks to our great team of leaders who continue
to shape and guide our children at St. Matthew.
Our goal is to nurture our children in faith in small
class settings, and surround them with many caring
adults to builds relationships as we learn together.
Please consider how you can participate. If you
have any questions about Sunday School, or have
interest in joining our team, please speak with Pas-
tor Sinibaldo, or our Sunday School Coordinators
Kristie Foley and Melissa Lindquist.




Committess of St. Matthew:
Wor ship & Musi c..

Our Worship and Music Committee meets regularly to guide and shape the facets of our worship life together
at St. Matthew. The group is involved with worship leaders ( our Pastors, musicians, acolytes, lectors, ushers
and our Altar Guild) to constantly enrich and strengthen the center of our life as a congregation... since our
Vision Statement captures the truth: ASt . M awbrshipiagwc © B g & e g a@ur noertiégs always in-
clude Devotions, a Study Session and a reflection on the celebrations we have shared as a congregation, as
well as a consideration of the worship opportunities ahead in the year. You are welcome to join us.

We are appreciative of the good work of our Altar Guild, preparing the chancel for worship each week under
the guidance of their President, Mary Kinahan, as well as the Acolyte Corps, our 7" and 8" grade Confir-
mands. Lectors and Communion Assistants are shaped by occasional training sessions, and our Usher
teams are led by Kris Jensen. You are invited to participate in any of these ministries. Speak to one of the
Pastors or to a member of the group that interests you.

The shape of the liturgical year from Advent and Christmas through Lent, Easter and Pentecost allows us to
have our faith shaped by the life and ministry of Christ, and the centuries of tradition behind that powerful
teaching tool continues to serve the people of God in this place and time. In Word and Sacrament St. Mat-
thew endeavors to present the power of Christ as God’s greatest provision for our deepest needs.

Members of the Worship & Music Committee include Marlys Austin, Dan Tuve, Fred Fenn, Hal Eberhard,
John Pearson, Mary Kinahan our Altar Guild President and Pastor Carter.

St. Matthew Remembered in a Bequest

St. Matthew recently received a bequest from the estate of Sandra Konold. It was her wish to remember the
Vision For Growth project of St. Matthew with a gift of $2,000 upon her death. The gift was received into
Vision For Growth at the end of January.

Our Endowment Fund is prepared to receive bequests toward the mission and ministry of St. Matthew, and
Sandra's designation of Vision For Growth is being honored. It is a celebration of faithfulness that such a
legacy would be entrusted to St. Matthew as we continue to present the proclamation of Jesus Christ as Lord
to an ever widening community.

The Stewardship of our resources is a Spirit led creative exercise in the power of possibilities. To have our
intentions continued into the future through the ministry of St. Matthew is a joyful opportunity, and offers to
many a new way of thinking about giving. Contact one of our Pastors to talk more about this possibility.

Mouse

Wow, is it March already? It seems like just yesterday, that thirty of us had a great night
of Ice Skating at Simsbury Farms. Thanks for the great time — it was the first time my
little feet had ever skated, and the first time | had ever played hockey — although next
time, | don’t think | want to be the puck.

Great job to our choirs after a little hiatus to fill the sanctuary with song and praise as
they have again lifted us in worship. Thanks to Evan and Michelle Davis for their leader-
ship.

Thanks to Lisa Hugel and all the cookie packers for a great morning as so many people brought treats to
send our college students and service men and women. It all almost didn’t fit in the boxes. Great job!

My mouth is still in excitement after the Mardi Gras party our youth held in preparation for their journey to
New Orleans this summer. Thanks to everyone who bought tickets and enjoyed the evening. Thanks to Vicar
Kate, Heather Tsitaridis and Ben Wright for their leadership with our youth. Thanks to our youth for a great
night!
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