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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

224 Lovely Street 
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(860) 673-3301 

Website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 

Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31 - 9:00 

a.m. Lenten Morning Prayer 

March 4, 11, 18 & 25 - 7:30 p.m. 

Lenten Gatherings 

March 6 - Wisdom House Retreat 

March 7 - Youth Sunday 

March 28 - 9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday 

Breakfast 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
April 1 - 7:30 p.m. Holy Thursday 
Holy Communion 

April 2 -  Good Friday:  9:00 a.m. - 
9:00 p.m. Sanctuary Open for 
Prayer and Meditation, 9:00 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m. Children‘s Retreat,    
7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Worship 

April 4 -  Easter Sunday Festival 
Eucharist at 8:00, 9:30 and      
11:00 a.m. 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

March is here.  Daylight Savings Time is coming.  So is St. 

Patrick‘s Day and the Day of St. Joseph, as well as, this 

year, the Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday.  But none 

of these, though I cherish some remembrances very well 

and will certainly celebrate St. Patrick‘s Day. . . None of 

these is my favorite. 

March is here.  And I am looking forward to March 25th.  It is a 

Thursday this year.  That doesn‘t matter to me.  March 25th began 

its life as a Holy Day when the early Church Fathers and Mothers 

counted on their fingers to know that if Jesus‘ birth was to be cele-

brated on December 25th, then it followed that the angel Gabriel 

announced to Mary that she would have a child by the power of the 

Holy Spirit on March 25th!  And, so the observance of the annuncia-

tion, the announcement to Mary that she would become the mother 

of our Lord, is and was fixed on this day just after the coming of 

Spring.  Later, in Medieval times, that same day became known as 

the actual date of the Crucifixion of Jesus too.  And, not to be out-

done, Bible ‗scholars‘ in those days also found it to be the 7th day 

when God rested from the creation of the world!  Not to mention the 

sacrifice of Isaac.  Of course, not one bit of this is provable or even 

important.  But, it did attract some notice.  In England, Ireland, Scot-

land, Wales and the Colonies, March 25th was the first day of the 

new year.  It was not until 1752 that January 1st was hailed as the 

first day of the new year.  (Avoid Times Square—or go on 3/25!) 

But the amazing glue of the 25th day of March is to gather into one 

the coming of Christ, the first news of Christ to Mary, the new crea-

tion that Christ will bring, and the anguish of the cross, which God 

will turn to good for all of us.  One day.  This is the magic and the 

mystery of March 25th.  If we were superstitious, we might see it as 

a very auspicious day.  If we are faithful, we will acknowledge that 

God enters our time.  Our days and our weeks and our years.  God 

enters our lives.  And keeps close company with us.  When we 

need it most, when we almost don‘t notice it.  God‘s calendar turns 

a page to show you a new possibility.  Celebrate the turning of 

every page well! 

Peace, 

 

 

 



 

Evening Readers We will meet 

Tuesday, March 16th at 7:00p.m. at 

church to discuss Sarah’s Key by 

Tatiana de Rosnay.                         

All are welcome.   

 

LENTEN PLANS 

Wednesday Mornings in Lent 

Lenten Morning Prayer in the Celtic Tradition. A spoken service with readings this year from Joan Chittister 

at 9:00 a.m. each Wednesday Morning: March 3, 10, 17, 24.  

Thursday Evenings in Lent at 7:30 p.m. 

Lenten Gatherings with Holy Communion March 4, 11, 18 and 25. This year‘s theme is: ―Tracking Faith in 

South Africa.‖ 

Lenten Retreat at Wisdom House with Pastor Carter 

Saturday, March 6th – 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Our theme is:  ―Ponder Anew:‖ Praying Luke‘s Gospel in Lent.‖  

Cost is $40 (including lunch), payable to Wisdom House. Sign-up in the Gathering Space or go directly 

through Wisdom House (www.wisdomhouse.org).  

Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday), March 28th (8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.)  

Palm Sunday Breakfast 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

HOLY WEEK 

Wednesday, March 31st - Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. 

Holy Thursday, April 1st – Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 2nd 

9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Sanctuary open for Prayer & Meditation 

9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. – Good Friday Children‘s Retreat 

7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Worship 

 

 EASTER SUNDAY, THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

  Festival Eucharist 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Interfaith Brunch 

The 39th Annual Avon Interfaith Brunch will 

take place on Sunday, March 21st, starting at 

12:00 p.m., at the Avon Senior Center.  This 

program has for the past 38 years 

brought together all seven of the Churches in 

Avon for a wonderful brunch offering, as well 

as music, an interesting speaker's program 

and Christian fellowship.  Tickets are $7 for 

adults, with no charge for preschoolers. Good 

friendship, excellent food, an interesting 

speaker and beautiful music all await you on 

March 21st!  Why cook breakfast!  Join us at 

the Interfaith Brunch! For tickets contact Ellen 

Gregory at 673-1706 or                          

eegregory3@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Youth Palm Sunday Breakfast 

Our Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast led by our youth is 

coming, March 28th at 9:30 a.m..   The 7
th
 and 8

th
 Grad-

ers should arrive at 8:15 a.m. for set-up, work through 

the breakfast and worship at 11:00 a.m. Please bring 

two bagged bread items (i.e. English muffins, bagels, 

etc.), we will also need 11 families to bring Egg Bake!  

Please talk with Pastor Sinibaldo or Vicar Katie for a tin 

and a recipe… 

mailto:eegregory3@sbcglobal.net


 

Mouse 

Thanks to all who participated in the 

Chili Cook-off! A special congratula-

tions to the Chili Cook-off  Winners:  

Best Chili: Wolf Mielert; Best Dessert: 

Shelley Spoering; Best Bread: Joan 

Farquhar; Sweetest Chili: Kathy McPherson; Most 

interesting: Tina Hallenbeck (best Mac and Cheese). 

Our Spring New York Bus Trip is 

scheduled for May 8th. Mark your calen-

dars and join us for a day on your own in 

New York City. Contact Diane 

(dfirn123@sbcglobal.net) to sign-up 

or watch for the poster in the Gathering 

Space. 

Thank You!   

Many thanks to everyone who baked cookies, sent 
snacks, made cards, and helped  pack care pack-
ages for our college students. 

Lisa Hugel, Cookie Coordinator 

Sunday School 

It is already time to start thinking about Sunday 

School for fall 2010.  Thanks to our great team of 

leaders who continue to shape and guide our chil-

dren at St. Matthew.  Our goal is to nurture our chil-

dren in faith in small class settings, and surround 

them with caring adults as we learn together. Many 

of our teachers work as a team and switch off each 

week to provide flexibility as well as consistency.  

We could also use class helpers. Please consider 

how you can participate. If you have any questions 

about Sunday School, or have interest in joining our 

team, please speak with Pastor Sinibaldo, or Melissa 

Lindquist, Sunday School Coordinator. 

Volunteer in the Nursery 

We have moved to an all volunteer nursery on 
Sunday Mornings. If you can help, please sign up 
on the Nursery door or speak with Pastor Sini-
baldo. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Dear Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry,  

On behalf of my son Michael and me, thank you so 

very much for the shawls. Michael is back at school 

so I wrap up in his shawl at night. I feel "connected" 

to him. I wrap myself in mine while I pray for Mi-

chael's recovery every evening. They are beautiful 

and will be cherished forever! I so believe in the 

power of prayer.                                                   

Marie & Michael Rosesweig                                  

P.S. You have our most sincere gratitude for your 

prayers.                                                               

AND: Speak to Pastor Carter, Dot Witter, Ann Eber-

hard or Deb Brodeur if you would like to begin to 

gather again in the spring as the "Prayer Shawl Min-

istry." We'll find a time good for all...    

Dear Friends, 

Thank you and your friends at St. Matthew for the 

prayer shawl. It really helps saying goodbye to Mary 

Jane knowing that many people care. We have re-

ceived many unexpected kindnesses like this and I 

can't tell you how much each one means. I feel like 

I'm receiving her love from others. Good health to 

you all.  Love, Chris Bacon 

St. Matthew Music Notes 

Ï I would like to thank Tyler Van Kirk, Fred & 

Anne Fenn, Marlys Austin, and Dan & Jean Tuve 

for volunteering to provide music for the Thursday 

evening Lenten Gatherings.  Your time and tal-

ents are appreciated by all. 

Ï St. Matthew has recently acquired a two-

octave set of hand chimes that will be used to 

enhance the musical offerings in our services.  

You can look forward to hearing their debut in the 

capable hands of our ad hoc chime choir on Palm 

Sunday.  If you are interested in playing the 

chimes in future pieces, and can read music, 

please let me know. We would love be able to 

add new names to our list of interested chime 

ringers! 

ÏI am happy to report that all three of our choirs 

have expanded yet again.  The Grace Notes 

have welcomed back Caitlin Ith, and we are very 

happy to have Ian Anderson join us for the first 

time. The Leading Tones are delighted to have 

Mark Beauregard rejoin their choir.  The Sanctus 

Singers have been blessed with the return Jean 

Tuve and her lovely soprano voice, and Roy 

Zurell has recently joined us, adding his always-

welcome bass voice to the choir.  Welcome sing-

ers! It is a pleasure and a blessing to hear all of 

your voices as we worship on Sundays! 

by Sarah Hernandez 

mailto:dfirn123@sbcglobal.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

       

 1 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
7:00 Finance 

2 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:30 Church Council 

3 
9:00 Lenten Morning Prayer 
 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

4 
 
 
 
7:30 Lenten Gathering 
w/Holy Communion 

5 6 
9:00—3:30 Lenten 
Retreat at Wisdom 
House 
9:30-11:30 Y. Sun-
day Rehearsal 

7 
Youth Sunday 
8:30 Holy Comm.  
9:40 S. School & AF  
11:00 Holy Comm. 
 
 

8 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
  
 
 
7:00 Fellowship 
 

9 
4:15 Grace Notes &  
   Pathfinders 
5:00 Leading Tones & 
Pioneers 
7:00 Evangelism 

10 
9:00 Lenten M. Prayer 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

11 
 
3:30 Feed the Hungry 
at Zion 
 
 
7:30 Lenten Gathering 

12 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
Set clocks ahead one 
hour tonight. 

14 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship/Baptism 
  
 
VOICE Deadline 

15 
9:30 Staff Meeting 

16 
4:15 Grace Notes  
5:00 Leading Tones 
6:00 VBC Meeting 
6:30 Property 
7:00 Evening Readers 
7:00 Worship & Music 

17  
9:00 Lenten Morning Prayer 

9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
7:30  Sanctus Singers 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Lenten Gathering 
w/ Holy Communion 

19 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Comm. 
12:00 Interfaith Brunch 
at Avon Sr. Center 

22 
9:30 Staff 
 
 

23 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
 

24 
9:00 Lenten M. Prayer 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

25 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Lenten Gathering 
with H. Communion 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 

28 
8:30 Holy Comm.  
9:30 Palm Sunday 
Breakfast 
11:00 Worship  
 

29 
9:30 Staff 

30 
 
 
No Choir 

31 
9:00 Lenten M. Prayer 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 
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