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THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. MATTHEW LUTHERAN CHURCH, AVON,CT May 2008

STAFF:
William S. Carter, Pastor

Geoff T. Sinibaldo, Pastor
Mark Orf , Vicar
Krysia Robinson, Director of Music

Diane Theriault, Office Administrator
Rhonda Dart, Publisher

Helen Kilburn, Marion and Ken Knaple;
Circulation

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

May 17 - 7:45 a.m. New York City Bus
Trip

May 18 - 3:00 p.m. For the Love of
Music Concert

May 30 - Campout to Hammonasset
State Park

LOOKING AHEAD:
June8-Krysia Robi

June 15 - 9:00 a.m. Worship begins

nso

June 25 - 7:30 p.m. Summer Wednes-
day Holy Communion begins

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

ay. The fifth month. Named for Roman "elders" or a

Roman goddess of increase, or an Anglo-Saxon prac-

tice of milking the cows {
You may take your choice.

"Mother may I?" " Yes you may." "Take three banana steps!" "May
|2 " iNo, you may not . " A pern
promised in verse, a month of flowers, after April's showers. The
Masters Golf Tournament is over, the Stanley Cup Playoffs are not
over yet!

At St. Matthew this May is an extraordinary month. As we gather in
the sanctuary each Sunday morning to worship, to offer our prayer,
praise and thanksgiving, wonderful things are happening every
week...Preludes and postludes will make the organ sing, all three
preachers will grace the pulpit to proclaim the Word of God. Prayer-
ful candidates for First Communion will receive the Sacrament of the
Altar for the first time with their families, and with us. Youth Choir,
JOYFUL NOISE, Grace Notes and our Senior Choir will all lift their
voices to praise the living God this month. We will mark the Ascen-
sion of the Risen Christ to the "right hand of God" as the Paschal
Candle is extinguished in worship. Confirmands will affirm their Bap-
tismal vows in their own voices and the blessing of the Holy Spirit will
descend upon them as we pray for their continuing life in faith on the
day known as the Birthday of the Church, Pentecost Sunday -- yes,
the Rite of Confirmation will be celebrated in fine style at St. Mat-
thew. New Members will be received into the fellowship of St. Mat-
thew and in our prayers for them and for our ministry together will lift
our hearts to the heart of God as we follow God's call, trusting God's
amazing promises, into God's open future. A child will be baptized in

N Otife ndm@ 8f the Fathdl 8nd the Son and the Holy Spirit. We will re-
member our own baptisms and be renewed. We will worship God
together.

May | hope to see you here?

Peace,
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Noon Readers ahead to JunekEscapesbpCatolyrdi s clus s
ayJessop at Laura Hagebd6s holme, 1

't tC@r}toyn,@%S-ZOSS.
a. Evening Readers
We will meet at church on Tuesday, May 20th at

We b | | be meeting
May 19t h at Shi
home, 22 Forest Hill Drive, Sims-

bury, 651-5967 (note location

Changg). We will (iiscuss The . . 7:00p.m. to discuss Identical Strangers: A Memoir
Ma g i crano sby A Batc@m. a]anntu.s with of Twins Separated and Reunited by Paula Bern-
a sandwich and some good questions. Looking stein and Elyse Schein. All our welcome!

Spring New York Bus Trip

Join St. Matthew family and friends on a trip to New York City on Saturday, May 17th.
Spend the day on your own seeing the sights, visiting a museum or enjoying a play! We de-
part St. Matthew at 7:45a.m. Cost is $30.00 per person. Please sign-up in the Gathering
Space.

g

Search Committee is Formed

I n response to Krysia Robinsonds decision to retirl|e, a
Musician and then to develop, with our Church Council and Worship and Music Committee, the plan for the
l ong term future in St. Matt hewds Ministry of Musifc.

Committee members are Marlys Austin, Michelle Davis, Hal Eberhard, Fred Fenn, Warren Gedstad, Dick
Hines, Meg Kraft, and Linda Winterbottom. Pastor Carter, Pastor Sinibaldo, and Congregation President
Sim Austin will participate ex-officio. Warren Gedstad will serve as Chair. The committee represents the
sever al Aaudi enceso of T thhRastdiy cuichoird)soloistscWooshipand Musict or t (s
Committee, those with interest in childrenbés activ|fities
a whole. In addition, from time to time the committee will call on selected members of the congregation for
assistance in specialized areas.

Krysiads talents, hard work and dedication will no|t be
thewds music program wil |l be an appealing opportunjity f
just for what she has done in the past, but also for what her creation will mean to our future.

Come Help Thrivent and Habitat Build in Hartford!

The Hartford County Thrivent Chapter is working with the Thrivent Builds Program and 30 Lutheran churches
including St. Matthew to sponsor a home in Hartford.

There are many different ways you can help to build the home. Anyone that can follow instructions can be a
volunteer; you donét have to be a fimaster craftsmap. oo )
train the volunteers in what needs to be accomplished each day. If you want to help but not bang nails and
saw lumber, we also need people to make and provide breakfast snacks (continental), water, coffee & drinks
during the day, along with lunch. Financial or building material contributions are also welcome as the chapter is

contributing $14,000 of the total $140,000 cost.

A Habitat workday typically runs from 8:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The site is at 115 Cleveland Ave in Hartford.
Thrivent is organizing work teams on Saturdays and certain weekdays starting with the wall raising on May 3"
and ending when the home is ready for its new owners in November. St. Matthew is planning to cover three
work days on Thursday, June 5th; Saturday, June 28™; and Saturday, September 6th. We will need 10 to 15
volunteers to build each volunteer day and others to support with food.

If you are interested in helping out, please sign up on the volunteer list posted in the Gathering Space. If you
wish to make a financial contribution, pl ease makp a ct
Buil do and place in the offering plate.

A Habitat for Humanity Build is a rewarding experience by working with other volunteers and the recipient fam-
ily. For more information or questions, please contact Kris Jensen at 676-9489.
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Bible Camp -- July 14 -18

Come on our AFrien
Jesus, Our Forever Friend this summer
at St. Matthew.

Ages 371 Grade 5 are welcome to join
on this adventure.

Speak with Vicar Mark for more details,
and how you can help!

Guess Who is Coming?

Kate Schruba, from Luther Seminary in
St. Paul, MN will be coming this fall to
serve as our 23" Seminary intern in a
row. She is a graduate of Carthage
College and has served as a camp
counselor at Crossways Camping Min-
istries in Wisconsin. Vicar Kate is
looking forward to joining our ministry
this fall!

Thank You!
Ladies:

| want to thank you for the beautiful
Prayer Shawl you sent me when my
husband Ernie pass
tell you how many lonely moments |
have had and | just wrap up in your
shawl and feel your prayers and warm
messages.

Thank you for supporting such a won-
derful ministry.

Blessings,
Audrey Orf

MUSESH FDWLRQ

April has been a month full of activity
daemysic. Tr ek 0 Meet

Thanks to everyone who participated

in our Movie Night on April 5th. The

food was greatéthe conversation
even better, and the movieéwas
spectacular! | really appreciate the

extra popcorn. Thanks!

Thanks to everyone who made the

Greenwood Music Series concert featuring Hot Cat Jazz, a wonderful
afternoon on April 13th. Thanks to the committee members: Marlys
Austin, Kathy Alsgaard, Pastor Carter, Evan Davis, Fred Fenn, Tricia
Pearce, John Pearson, and Krysia Robinson for your planning of
such a great event. Thanks to Christine Kryzwick and Jill Van Kirk for
hosting the reception and for all the occasional bakers who brought
goodies to shareésomebody | ef't
Thanks to all the helpers who set up for the concert after worship that
Sunday Morning: Sim Austin, Kurt Hallenbeck, Jacob Hallenbeck,
John Molstad, Vicar Mark Orf, Joe Sinibaldo and Pastor Sinibaldo.
What a wonderful afternoon. It was so nice to have so many mem-
bers, friends and visitors dancing in their seats. Thank you also to
our custodian Ed Hanson, who continues to provide set-up, take
down and cleaning for all our spaces so that we can be hospitable to
others. Thank you.

Thanks also for the special music of Marlys Austin, Michelle Dauvis,
edn@wsydney P@@O®ée in worship.
teacher! Thanks for your gifts of music shared to the Glory of God.

Thank you also to Tom Leonard,
did some maintenance in the par
month. Thank you to Joe and Mia Sinibaldo who collected all the
wooden posts around the parking lot left over from the snow plow
season. The property committee spent some time together in April
planning the Spring clean-up on May 17th. Come if you can! Thanks

everyone for your continued gifts and service.

Third Grade
Bibles

The 3rd Graders
will receive their

Annual Spring Spruce -Up May 17th

Everyone is invited to participate in our annual Spring Spruce-up
party. There are plenty of activities to keep us all busy: raking,
trimming, socializing, hauling, washing, planting, digging, mulching,

_ _ socializing and much more. We 6
I~3|bles during the | pm Saturday, May 17th. Come for an hour or
_ fiOpeningo tdor fhrjge and enjoy being together as we give
Hall of the Evangelists on Sunday, May
St . Matthewup. dspRemémiger , ma n
18th at 9:40a.m. Parents are welcome . .
_ o _ hands make for light work. Coffee, juice and
to attend with their child as they receive .
. . dongts vlylll be available for all. Any quest|0ns’>
the gift of Godébés Wor om our congr
gation Pl ease call Ji n08 oYIlerron at 658

Property Committee thanks you in advance.
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