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Geoff T. Sinibaldo, Pastor

Kate Schruba, Vicar

Diane Theriault, Office Administrator
Rhonda Dart, Publisher

Helen Kilburn, Marion and Ken Knaple;
Circulation

St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
May 7 - National Day of Prayer
May 17 - Rock Cats Game

May 21 - 7:00 p.m. Worship Leaders’
Festival

LOOKING AHEAD:

June 1 - Pastor Sinibaldo’s Sabbatical
begins

June 21 - 9:00 a.m. Summer Worship
begins

June 24 - 7:30 p.m. Summer Wednes-
day Communion begins

July 6-10 - Vacation Bible Camp

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

In these days of the Easter Season, | always need
reminding that Christians are people on the move,

\ growing and creating newness in our lives by God's
great power, by the living love of the Spirit. Our faith
is restored, and our lives remade in the glory of
God's new creation at the resurrection, remade from
what remains, as | said on Easter Sunday morn-

ing. Today | discovered, in my devotions, another
piece, in some ways the next step... as we move into
God's future together. It is from the work of the late Thomas Merton:

"He has risen, he is not here...he is going before you to Gali-

lee." (Mark 16:6-7) Christis risen. Christ lives. Christ is the Lord of
the living and the dead. He is the Lord of history. Christ is the Lord of
a history that moves. He not only holds the beginning and the end in
his hands, but he is in history with us, walking ahead of us to where
we are going. He is not always in the same place. So we are called
not only to believe that Christ once rose from the dead, thereby prov-
ing that he was God; we are called to experience the Resurrection in
our own lives by entering into this dynamic movement, by following
Christ who lives in us.

It may not always be easy, following Christ in the light of the Resur-
rection and rebuilding our lives and our faith daily from what remains,
but it is our call. Another, more ancient saint of the church wrote a
prayer in the fifthteenth century. His name was Girolamo Savon-
arola, and he did some things right, and some things that went

awry. Who knows, the Dominicans may yet get around to calling him
a saint. At the very least he is like us, in getting some things right,
while sometimes things go awry. | love his prayer, and | commend it
to you when you feel fainthearted:

"Lord, | pray not for tranquility, nor that my tribulations may cease; |
pray for your spirit and your love, that you grant me strength and
grace to overcome adversity; through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Easter Blessings,
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Preparing for Sabbatical Study Leaveé

| want to share my gratitude going into this sabbatical study leave to the whole St. Matthew community for
your sustained efforts in ministry, and for the opportunity for rest, renewal, reflection over the course of these
upcoming summer weeks, starting June 1st.

Travels will take me to courses in evangelism at our ELCA seminaries in Gettysburg and Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania; Hermitage time for renewal at Luther Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria, Minnesota; and family time in
Montana and South Dakota.

Visits will include time spent with former interns from St. Matthew, my former camp director who currently
serves in Ohio, and with pastoral colleagues across the Midwest.

At the center of our time away will be reflection in prayer, study and conversation around our first six years
together as pastor and people, as time is spent in preparation for the years to come.

Peace to you, and thank you again for the opportunity to serve as your pastor.

Pastor Sinibaldo and family.

COME TO OUR EXCELLENT Noon Readers
WORSHI P LEADERSO FE$ TvkwiiBelrehding'and discussing Joseph Hopkins

CALLING ALL GREETERS! CALLING Twitchel by Steve Courtney on Tuesday, May 19th at

Laura Hage’s home, 11 Cedaridge, Canton. Call
ALL USHERS! CALLING ALL Laura with questions at 693-2038. Bring a sandwich
LECTORS!

and join us.
Thursday evening May 21st at 7:00p.m.

All Greeters, Ushers and Lectors (or those that Evening Readers

would like to be) will gather for conversation, fa-
vorite stories lived in the performance of your du-
ties, tips and helpful hints, and a real opportunity

Our next meeting is on May 19th at 7:00p.m. in the
Gathering Space. We are dis-
cussing The Invention of Air: A

Story of Science, Faith, Revolu-
tion, and the Birth of America by
Steven Johnson.

All are welcome to join us!

for our Pastors to express their appreciation for
the undergirding of our worship life to-

gether. Please mark your calendar today, to be
part of this lively evening, as we celebrate the
ministry of all the baptized, and remember the
festival of the Ascension of our Lord too!

St. Matthew Outreach

Thank you once again to all who contributed to our Breakfast Food Drive. The food pantries receiving these
many breakfast items were very much appreciative of St. Matthew's support.

COMING UP NEXT: May 10th and 17th we will be collecting pasta, sauce and macaroni & cheese.
REMEMBER: The need for food is ongoing and can always be left in the basket outside the church office.

Carol Reider

National Day of Prayer - May 7th

A celebration of the National Day of Prayer will be held at Noon at the Avon Town Green on Thursday, May
7,2009. This year'sthemeis“Pr ay er é .. Ame r | andiibasedo fheverse from Psalm 33:22
which states: “May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our hope in you.” Clergy and lay
people from several Avon churches will lead us in prayer for our towns, state and nation. This is the 58" an-
nual national day of prayer and is based upon both an Official Statement from Governor Rell as well as a
Presidential Proclamation requesting prayer. For more information, please contact Ed Gasser at 673-6403.




A Sunday School Lesson
By Peggy Beauregard

The topic for my first and second grade class was
“The Cross.” Of course, for first and second graders
we often pick an important point and expound on it,
rather than always discussing detailed stories. At one
point, | asked someone in the class to stand up and
make a “cross” with their arms outstretched, and
asked why God would choose this symbol
(outstretched arms to embrace us, feet pointing to
earth, etc.) Of course ALL of the students wanted an
opportunity to stand and stretch, so two more stood up
to make the cross.

Seeing three crosses was a great segue as we were
approaching Easter, so | asked, “Hey, what does this
remind you of?” One little boy said it was Jesus on
the cross, and there were three crosses.

“Ok,” | said, “who were the other two people?” Now
they were shouting out Pilate, Herod, Moses.... | was
thinking “thieves.”

“Well, you don’t have to know their names, but what
did they do?” Silence (for a change!) “Okay, I'll give
you a hint..they were people who stole money.”

One little girl suddenly knew she had it! “I know, |
know! They were BANKERS!”

These moments with children are some of the best mo-
ments of teaching. And it really is an easy job. The
lessons are already prepared for you, so not a lot of
time is needed to get ready for class. | have a great
partner with whom | rotate weeks (thanks, Johanna).
You don’t need to be center stage, as we need assis-
tants as much as lead teachers. Just being in the
classroom with the kids is worth your hour.

Guess who iIis cominge
Dear people of St. Matthew,

| am looking forward to serving as your vicar this
coming year! | am excited to get to know all of you!
| hope this letter will help you to become a little
more acquainted with who | am. | am Katie John-
son. | grew up in Vadnais Heights, MN a small
suburb of St. Paul. | attended and graduated from
White Bear Lake High school. | attended a small
Christian college in St. Paul, MN known as Bethel
University, where | graduated in 2007 with a BA in
Biblical and Theological studies. During my college
years | served as a youth and family intern, a
Youth director, and a camp counselor. | not only
love youth, but | also love serving people of all
ages! | am currently a part of the Master of Divinity
Program at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN and |
hope to graduate and be ordained in 2011. | enjoy
hiking outdoors, canoeing and kayaking. | also
enjoy trying all kinds of ethnic foods as well as ex-
periencing other cultures. Again, | look forward to
getting to know you in the coming months!

Musicians Wanted!

Our Wonderful Summer Wednesday Worship will
begin on Wednesday evening June 24th and go
through August 26th.

We are looking for you, if you wish, to volunteer to
accompany two hymns on those Summer eve-
nings. Use our piano, bring your flute, your re-
corder, the instrument you love that can undergird
us with the melody of two hymns from ELW. (you
can choose!)

Speak to Pastor Carter or Pastor Sinibaldo to
book your gig. Thanks!

Mouse

What a Holy Week. What an Easter. What an amazing month centered in faith, and
worship and being the church together. My Lily is still blooming in my little mouse
hole, reminding me of Easter promises, and what God makes out of what remains.
Welcome to our newest members. Thanks to those who make our property shine, on
clean up days, and in daily tasks. Thanks to our youth and adults who put together
the Palm Sunday breakfast and Youth Sunday. Thanks to our office helpers. Thanks
to our committees and church council. Thanks to our Pastors and Vicar Kate and
Diane in the office. Thanks to our many volunteers and the ministry that happens
behind the scenes and through our Altar Guild, book groups, choirs, Greenwood mu-

sic series, Pioneers, Prayer Shawl ministry, and Sunday School. Thanks for your prayers for one another, our
church and our community. Thanks for your daily tasks and the faith you live in the world’s eyes. Christ is

risen! He is present in and among us.
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