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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

May 2 - 11:00 a.m. First                    
      Communion 

May 8 - 7:45 a.m. New York Bus     
      Trip 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

June 13 -  9:40 a.m. Bible Bowl 

June 13 -  12:00 p.m. Church Pic-

nic and Kitchen Shower 

June 20 - 9:00 a.m. Summer Wor-

ship begins 

June 30 -  7:30 p.m. Summer  

Wednesday Communion begins 

July 12-16 - 9:30 a.m. -12:00 Vaca-

tion Bible Camp 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

Christ is risen!   That ancient Easter greeting, with its full-throated 

response ―He is risen indeed!‖ is a part of the beginning of worship 

at St. Matthew.  It has been for years, and indeed it lasts a good 

long time.  For each and for all of the seven Sundays of Easter.  

Yes, not the Sundays ‗after‘ Easter, the Sundays ‗of‘ Easter.  There 

are seven of them.  We call it the ―Great Fifty Days‖ between 

Christ‘s rising and the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower us for 

witness and for service and for love in the world‘s eyes. 

At our weekly Staff Meeting Devotions last week, Pastor Sinibaldo 

shared a passage from a book which hit this insight in an interesting 

way.  At least to me.  The author wrote about the frustration he feels 

after preparing for forty long days, to only have one day to rejoice.  

Through the entire season of Lent, preparing for the coming of 

Easter, after giving things up and reflecting on all kinds of loss, and 

after the profound realities of the Last Supper, the arrest, suffering 

and death of Jesus that we mark on Holy Thursday, with individual 

Absolution,  Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar, and 

after Good Friday with its time for meditation, confession, preaching 

and the long detailed Passion of our Lord from St. John… after all 

this we celebrate very, very well on Easter Sunday, the Resurrec-

tion of our Lord.  This year we had trumpets! 

But then on Monday morning, back to the usual.  Back to normal.  

Back to work.  I say, ―Let‘s not…‖  Instead, let‘s stretch out the new-

ness, the joy, the renewal of Easter as the Church has intended for 

centuries.  (I‘m not sure you can take Easter Monday as a holiday 

from work or school – though it is so in much of Europe…I could 

write you a note…) Let‘s respond to the ‗giving up‘ of Lent with a 

long 50 days of ‗taking up‘ for Easter.  The author suggested a 

glass of champagne each day of the long happy Easter Season!  

But you can find something special to you and your family (ask the 

kids!) that could occur each day, or most days (this is not another 

rule!) to acknowledge the joy of Christ risen from the dead, your life 

and mine, renewed with hope.  Break out of the cave that has held 

us captive, between the unexpected and the impossible. Let‘s try it.  

Let‘s live the resurrection for all of Easter! 

Christ is risen… 

 

 

 



 

Volunteer in the Nursery 

We have moved to an all volunteer 

nursery on Sunday Mornings. If you 

can help, please sign up on the 

Nursery door or speak with Pastor         

Sinibaldo. 

Summer Sunday Holy Communion, 

7:30 p.m. Wednesday Evenings 

We will offer our mid-week Wednesday Evening 

Communion Services again this year.  Join us! 

We will begin on Wednesday, June 30th, and the 

last celebration will be Wednesday evening, Sep-

tember 1st. 

This year we will ponder the reality of special places, sacred 

spaces, holy cities. . . From Jerusalem, Jericho and Bethlehem, 

to Brooklyn, Chicago and St. Paul.  Come and reflect together on 

the way God‘s presence is found in the places where we find our-

selves, the spots we return to often, or remember powerfully after 

only one visit, or perhaps after being conveyed to that distant 

place by a story from Scripture.  The Sanctuary is air conditioned, 

dress is casual, all are welcome.  Invite a friend or neighbor to 

join you.  Receive the Sacrament of the Altar, gathered in a circle 

in the Chancel, hear God‘s Word reflected into our lives, and 

share conversation in the Gathering Space or on the Piazza after!  

What is your Holy City? 

Noon Readers 

We will meet on Tuesday, May 14th 

at Deb Steinberg‘s, 12 South Ridge 

Rd., Farmington, to discuss The 

Shanghi Girls by Lisa See.  Call Deb 

with any questions at 860-463-9212. 

Bring a snack and join us! 

Evening Readers We will meet 

on Tuesday, May 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

at church to discuss The House-

keeper and the Professor by Yoko 

Ogawa. Looking ahead to June, we 

will meet on Tuesday, June 15th at 

7:00 p.m. at church to discuss Water 

for Elephants by Sara Gruen. All are 

welcome!  

Vacation Bible Camp  

This year Vacation Bible Camp will 

be held July 12th-16th, 9:30 a.m.—

12:00 p.m.  Children ages 3 to 4th 

grade are invited to hike the Friend-

ship Trek Trail and explore Bible sto-

ries, take Bible challenges, make 

crafts, enjoy snacks, play fun games, 

sing awesome songs and so much 

more!  Please contact Vicar Katie 

with any questions at 860-673-3301.  

Cost is $15 per child with a $45 per 

family maximum.  Registration forms 

are included in this issue of THE 

VOICE. 

Altar Guild Laundry List! 

Laundry list questions are the best, they let folks join in as they 

wish.  ―Do you like tuna, or chicken, or a salad, or hot dogs, or 

chocolate, or V8 juice or something else? (That‘s a laundry list 

question.) Our Altar Guild at St. Matthew meets on a Monday 

evening every other month, and members gather two-by-two on 

Saturday mornings to prepare the Altar area for worship each 

Sunday.  If you are interested in helping and sharing in the joys 

and responsibilities of filling communion cups, washing altar lin-

ens and being a quiet, but essential par of the Worship ministry of 

St. Matthew, let one of the Pastors know, or speak to one of the 

Altar Guild members.  You will see two of them bring forward the 

bread and wine to the Altar each week as we celebrate Holy 

Communion. 

Oh, laundry lists. . . Yes, if you are currently a member of the Al-

tar Guild, please check your laundry room, or the handkerchief 

drawer upstairs.  It seems our supplies of purificators are lower 

than normal, a few must be still languishing there while awaiting a 

return trip to the Sacristy at St. Matthew!  Thanks. 

Bible Bowl June 13th at 9:40 a.m.  

Close out the Sunday School year with our annual Bible Bowl! 

Join Pastor Sinibaldo for Challenging Questions, Physical Feats, 

and Wacky Collaborations will fill our time together, along with 

"thank you‘s" to our Sunday School staff and Bibles for our 3rd 

Graders! Come one, come all. The last day of regular class and 

Adult Forum is June 6th. 

Church Picnic and Kitchen 

Shower June 13th at Noon    

Join us for an all church picnic to 

close out the program year,  and 

bring a gift to "restock" the kitchen 

full of supplies. Look for a list in May, 

and Sign-Up in the Gathering Space 

for the Picnic. Worship on June 20th 

is at 9:00 a.m.   



 

Mouse 

A Special thanks to all who helped out with the Palm Sunday break-

fast! The egg bake was delicious! There are many talented cooks 

here at St. Matthew Lutheran. Thanks to all who brought food, 

drinks, and helped set up, clean up and prepare the food! It was a 

great day full of fun and fellowship! 

The Choir spent many hours preparing to sing during holy week! 

Thanks to all for sharing your gifts and talents! All of your hard work 

paid off and the choirs sounded magnificent! 

The Children‘s Good Friday Retreat was a success. Many students 

came to St. Matthew in order to hear the Passion story. It was a 

day filled with story time, crafts, games a skit, and lots of fun! 

Thanks to all for making it a great day! 

On April 24
th
, many came out to help out with 

spring clean up at church! The church 

grounds look wonderful! Thanks to everyone 

who helped out!  Have you seen the beautiful 

new print in the Gathering Space?  Don‘t miss 

it—and thanks to the Holst family for their   

generosity. 

National Day of Prayer Observance 

A celebration of the National Day of Prayer will be held at 12:00 

p.m. at the Avon Town Green on Thursday, May 6th, 2010.  This 

year‘s theme is ―Prayer for Such a Time as This‖ and is based on 

the verse from Nahum 1:7 which states: ―The Lord is good, a refuge 

in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him.‖   

Clergy and lay people from Avon churches and the town will lead us 

in prayer for our towns, state and nation. This is the 59
th
 Annual Na-

tional Day of Prayer and is based upon both an Official Statement 

from Governor Rell as well as a Presidential Proclamation request-

ing prayer.  (Optional, please bring a bag lunch if you would like to 

join us afterward for lunch.) For additional information, please con-

tact Ed Gasser at 673-6403. 

Consider Electronic Giving 

This Easter season, we thank those individuals and families that 

support the church throughout the year with their time, talent and 

financial contributions.  We also extend a warm welcome to many 

new and returning congregation members and hope that you, too, 

will be generous with your time and contributions in support of our 

work here at St. Matthew. To assist everyone in making the consis-

tent offerings that are so important to St. Matthew, we ask you to 

consider making automatic, electronic donations. Please contact 

Diane in the church office (860-673-3301 or 

dfirn123@sbcglobal.net) or Pat LaPierre (lapierrep@earthlink.net) 

for more details. 

Have Coffee 

with Vicar    

Katie!  

Each Tuesday you 

will have the opportunity to have 

coffee with the Vicar! You can meet 

her at the Starbucks off of Route 

44 across from Battiston‘s. You 

may sign up for a time in the Gath-

ering Space! 

                                                               

                      

St. Matthew Music Notes 

ÏThe Grace Notes and Leading 

Tones are nearing the end of their 

singing season, as their last per-

formance will be on May 9th.  Both 

choirs have expanded not only in 

membership this year, but also in 

skill and musicality.  We are very 

proud of you, and happy to hear 

your joyful voices during worship 

services.  We are also very grateful 

for Michelle Davis, who volunteers 

her time and talents to lead the 

Grace Notes and Leading Tones 

during rehearsals and perform-

ances.  Thank you for a great choir 

season, everyone! 

Ï This summer there will be a se-

ries of ten Wednesday evening 

services beginning at 7:30 p.m.  As 

with our Lenten evening services, 

these gatherings provide an oppor-

tunity for musicians to share their 

gifts by leading the congregation in 

two hymns.  A sign-up sheet will be 

placed on the bulletin board for 

those who are interested.  Services 

will begin June 30
th
, with the last 

service being held on September 

1
st
.  We appreciate you considering 

this offering of your time and talent. 
   

 by Sarah Hernandez 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

       

     
 

 1 
 

2 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00  Holy Commun-
ion/First Communion 
12:00 Youth Planning 
 

3 
9:30 Staff  
  
 
 
7:00 Finance 
 

4 
4:15 Grace Notes  
    
5:00 Leading Tones  
 
7:30 Church Council 

5 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

6 
 
 

7 
 

8 
7:45 NYC Bus Trip 

9 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship  
 
VOICE Deadline 

10 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 

11 
4:15 Grace Notes  & 
Pathfinders 
5:00 Leading Tones & 
Pioneers 
 
7:00 Evangelism 

12 
 

9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30  Sanctus Singers 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
12:00 Noon Readers at 
Steinberg‘s 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

16 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Comm. 
 

17 
9:30 Staff 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Evening Readers 

19 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation Exam 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 
 
 
 

22 
 
Pataska/Cotter  
Wedding 

23 
8:30 Holy Comm.  
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship  
Rite of Confirmation 

24 
9:30 Staff 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
6:30 Property 

26 
9:30 Vicar‘s Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Sanctus Singers 

27 
9:30 Office Helpers 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 

30 
8:30 Holy Communion 
w/Healing Prayers 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Communion 
w/Healing Prayers 

31 
 
Office Closed 
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