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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Nov. 108 7:45a.m. NYC Bus Trip

Nov. 178 5:30p.m. Potluck and Movie
Night

Nov. 208 7p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry

Nov. 228 10a.m. Thanksgiving Eucha-
rist

Dec. 96 4:30p.m. An Organ Recital &
Advent Vespers

Advent Morning Prayer

Each Wednesday Morning in Advent at
9:00 a.m.

December 5th, the Eve of St. Nicholas
December 12th, the Eve of St. Lucia
December 19th, the Eve of Katrina Von
Bora (Luther's wife!)

A quiet, brief, spoken service of Morn-
ing Prayer each Wednesday together,
with prayers, readings and reflection as
we prepare ourselves for the coming of
the light of Christ.

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

I n the year 1911, early in the month (November 5th to be
precise), an amazing thing happened that had never hap-
pened before. Calbraith P. Rodgers completed the very
first flight across the United States in his biplane. That ban-
ner headline is now diluted into insignificance by record set-
ting airport delays and the commonplace reality of trans-
continental flight in the twenty-first century.

November 5th is also the old Feast of St. Elizabeth, relative
of Mary of Nazareth, and mother of the great prophet John
the Baptist. While she is a minor character in the Church
Year these days, she, like Mary is a primary patroness of the
impossible, for she and her husband Zachariah became
pregnant with a promise from God in their old age.

One day this week (donot
ment or two to look up at a passing airplane on approach to
Bradley, and recall how for centuries it was deemed impos-
sible for a human to fly, let alone fly across an entire conti-
nent as large as North America. Join that reflection to the
case of an elderly childless couple, who conceived an ex-
traordinary child, and realize how with God all things are
possible! Consider some of the things you feel are impossi-
ble for you, and pray that in your case nothing will be impos-
sible if God is with you. Talk to someone about those
things. Remember the power of forgiveness; recall the joy
of living in the Spirit.

Al so one day soon, take som
stored in your minddbés attic

reach and look forward to that historical day when they will
fly! Maybe in 2011, maybe tomorrow!

See you at worship,
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Our St. Matthew Advent Retreat

"Sauntering Towards Bethlehem"
Saturday, December 1st, 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.

A quiet morning of worship, conversation, scripture and
prayer. Join in a time of reflection & refreshment with
Pastor Carter, as we journey to Bethlehem together this
Advent!

Sign up in the Gathering Space or call the office at 673-
3301.

The Dollars Are In the Way

Henry Ford once asked an associate about his life goals.
The man replied that his goal was to make a million dol-
lars. A few days later Ford gave the man a pair of glasses
made out of two silver dollars. He told the man to put them
on and asked what he coul d
iThe doll ars are in the
to teach him a lesson: If his only goal was dollars, he
would miss a host of greater opportunities. He should in-
vest himself in serving others, not simply in making money.

Thatdos a great secret of i
cover. Money is important. No question about that. But
money is only a means by which we reach higher goals.
Service to others. Obedience to God. God comes to the
rich man and says, AiYou foo
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have
prepared for yourself?0d The
man had put his trust in things. Now he was leaving these
things behind.

Thanks Be To God!

Over the course of the last month, Temple Talks, letters,
bulletin inserts, and packets have connected us to our bold
witness, AGOD | S AT WORK HE
I' S HAPPENI NG! o

If you have not done so already, please return your pledge
card and Time and Talent Sheet to the office as soon as
possible. Your prompt response will help our Finance and
Stewardship Committees as we approach the end of the
year. Thank you for your participation and partnership in
the ministry of St. Matthew.

Potluck and Movie Night

Saturday, November 17th at 5:30pm in the Hall of the
Evangelists.

Come for a great night of food, fellowship and fun, along
with the movie @Th e-upRrrtheGatre s
ering Space for a main dish, salad or desert.

Popcorn and Soda will be provided. See you there!
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Evening Readers

Evening Readers will meet November 27th
at 7:00p.m. at church to discuss

Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson.

All are welcome!

Noon Monthly Readers

The Noon Readers will meet on November 13th
to discuss Thunderstruck by Eric Larson. We
wi || meet at Judy Haag
with any questions at 673-7679.

On December 10 t0OnKwgan I
Mountain by Howard Mosher. We will meet at
Ann Nurgeds. Contact

693-8858. We would love to have some new
eeaders joilN s fohal good book disdussionra@dn
Gocikligirig dBrirlg golurdantwiichn  t h at
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Introducing: Dinner with The Vicar

f Troughowat the Bibée meattimeois afcenterpigce o
for potential ministry. Would you be willing to
host Vicar Mark (and Heather if she is not
working) for a dinner some Thursday night?

| They Wduld ®ve to get tp know yguh Watch foru r
a sign-up in November.

answer was

cl ear . The

Lutheran Quilting Friends Helping
Thrivent/Habitat

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
Attention: Eleanor Swanson

Roe& SiftdrsTnfCRALT E WHAT

Thank you for two quilts for the new project
ACar e | ni Rkergiivwenrst Bui |
will be given to families for whom Habitat for
Humanity homes are built by Thrivent volun-
teers. We know your folks are involved in Habi-
tat projects, too.

d

After each home is completed, there is a Dedi-
cation Service attended by Thrivent staff, pas-
tors, volunteers and, of course, the family.
Prayers of thanksgiving and blessings are of-
fered up. Gifts, such as a Bible, are presented
along with a warm and cozy quilt.

May the work of your hands be well-pleasing to

the Lord,
sin HBsrSerdoe,. 0 Sign

Barbara L. Giger, Marie Mac Dermid

h ¢

[«})

di sc

nn wi

sai d.
P want




The Greenwood Music Series Presents
An Organ Recital and Advent Vespers -
Sunday, December 9th

On Sunday, December 9th at 4:30 p.m., Krysia
Robinson will play an organ recital as prelude to
Advent Vespers (Evening Prayer). This Advent we
conclude the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of
our Casavant pipe organ with this recital. Works by
J. S. Bach, Handel, Guilmant and Reger will dem-
onstrate the beauty of our instrument in all it's won-
derful variety as well as prepare our hearts for wor-
ship. Advent is a season of anticipation, prayer and
the hopeful longing for Christ. We will gather to
hear God's Word proclaimed through scripture and
song. Join us for this celebration of Advent

with liturgy, hymns and prayers all sung in the
beauty of candlelight. Special music by our choirs
and instrumentalists. A reception will follow wor-
ship. Nursery care will be provided. Invite your
friends, family and neighbors to join us for this spe-
cial concert in our inaugural Greenwood Music Se-
ries.

An Arts Ministry of St. Matthew.

An I nvitationté

Poised as we are on the

brink of a new

year...Advent, the be-

ginning of the new

church year, invites us

to consider new minis-

tries. December is a

perfect time to begin

something new at church. Won't you consider join-
ing one of our choirs? Grace Notes and our
Youth Choir are listening, learning and singing to
the Glory of God and for the fun of making music
together. This opportunity to work with Michelle
Davis and Krysia Robinson is rich with possibil-
ity. Please invite your children to join a choir, lifting
up hearts and minds in joy and thanksgiving for all
God has given.

JOYFUL NOISE and our Senior Choir continue
leading the congregation’'s song on Sunday morn-
ings. We treasure the fellowship of rehearsal time
and the opportunities to grow as musicians. Our
Senior Choir is enjoying the gifts of Evan Davis as
choir conductor. We are grateful for the fun Evan
brings to rehearsal time and the knowledge he
shares. Try something new this new year, join one
of these choirs, add your voice to the joyful noise
that fills St. Matthew Lutheran Church and SING!

The Mouse

October was a month of
songs of praise 1 ringing
throughout our hallways.
Choirs are back to work
leading us in the songs of
faith. Especially on Octo-
ber 14th when all four
choirs sang at 11:00a.m.

Here are this
ticipantsé

yeards par -

Senior Choir:  Marlys

Austin, Vera Bush, Evan

Davis, Michelle Davis,

Jeryl Dickson, Ann Eber-

hard, Hal Eberhard, John Molstad, Heather Orf, Dan
Tuve, Laurine Webb, Vaughn Young and Ray Zeitler.
JOYFUL NOISE: Everett Davis, Michelle Gara, Lauren
Kraft, David Meckes, Anyonya Panthagani, Alison Pear-
son and Jeff Stote. Youth Choir: Emma Davis, Caroline
Held, Abhilash Panthagani, Brittany Stote, Emily Wright
and Allison Zeitler. Grace Notes: Madison Blades, Elli-
ott Davis, Andrew Ferrone and Emma Foley

Thanks everyone for your gifts of music!

We also had the fine treat as our Greenwood Music Se-
ries kicked off in the Hall of the Evangelists on October
28th. We welcomed Michael Blanchard for a concert filled
with his songs and stories and fellowship afterwards. It
was a great event and wonderful way to showcase the
gifts of the people of St. Matthew.

Congratulations to Helen Kilburn, who was honored by
three organizations in Canton on October 14th: The Col-
linsville Historical Society, the Volunteer Fire Department
and the Grange. An elm tree was dedicated in her honor
next to the Collinsville Fire Station for her many years of
dedication and service to others. Having known all that
she has done in the life of St. Matthew as well, we join in
the chorus to say, fAThanks

October has also been a time of committee work, small
groups reuniting and new groups forming. Stacey Held,
Deb Brodeur, Ann Eberhard, Pat Reid, Tammie Sini-
baldo, and Vicky Stote began a Card Making Ministry to
work alongside those creating prayer shawls. Thank you
ladies!

We have also seen great joy together i whether it has
been in the baptisms this month, new faces participating
and finding ways to connect, long time members reach-
ing out to one another, or in our common celebration with
Pastor Carter and Ruth, along with Ryan and Liz in the
birth of Petra Lily Carter, all of us have many reasons to
celebrate, give thanks, and join in the song.

He l



