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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

224 Lovely Street

Avon, CT 06001-4018

(860) 673-3301

Website: www.stmatthewavon.org
Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

November 8 - Noon Potluck

November 21 - 7:45 a.m. New York
City Bus Trip

November 29 - Advent begins

LOOKING AHEAD:

December 2,9, 16 & 23 - 9:00 a.m.
Advent Morning Prayer

December 5 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon
Advent Retreat

December 6 - 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Advent Cantata

A LETTER FROM PASTOR

ovember begins with All Saints’ Sunday and will con-

clude this year with the First Sunday in Advent. This

means our Church Year will end and begin, all in the
same calendar month. Not only that, but we will turn back the
clocks, begin our 125th Anniversary celebration, have a good
thought for Veterans’ Day, celebrate the reality of Christ as King,
remember to give thanks on Thanksgiving and yes, light the first
candle on the Advent Wreath.

| could be tired already.

But, this is the life of faith that is ours, entrusted to us by the glory
of God the Father. You are called and renewed in faith, we all are,
that we may take these strands of reality, some important in each
moment, some only of passing interest, and weave them together
with the dentist appointments, chemo treatments, grandchildren’s
birthdays, teacher conferences mid-term exams, performance re-
views, suppers where we tried a new recipe, special dinners out,
stumbles, accidents and split lips, hugs, kisses and reconciliations,
appointments with lawyers, financial planners, and auto mechan-
ics, moments of prayer, a favorite hymn finally played in worship, a
sleepless night, a morning filled with laughter, and a partridge in a
pear tree. (No, now I’'m getting ahead of myself. . . )

Yes. Itis all in there. Some of us may skate by this month, some
of us may yearn for one or two more of the fun moments. But all
of us are connected to the power of our God. Connect yourself to
the power of that possibility, which is the reality of a life of faith.
Nothing virtual about the birth, life, suffering, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. That is why | so often refer to the fact of our
faith.

| look forward to seeing you. To listening to you. To being with
you. As the year ends, and begins again.

Peace,

ﬂaﬁ‘mé/e‘c&;ﬂ@w




Vision, Faith and Courage for 125 Years!!!!

Potluck at Noon

Sunday November 8th!
To help INSPIRE GENEROSITY we will hear about the Leadership Gifts we have re-

ceived, reflect on the stories we have heard about the joys of being a part of St. Matthew,
and generate Vision, Faith and Courage for the future of our congregation with a state-
ment of Intended Giving.

ADVENT is and means COMING!
Z This Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th and then December 6th, 13th, and 20th . . .
We will worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with The Lighting of the Advent Wreath.
Z Advent Morning Prayer each Wednesday in Advent

December 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd 9:00 a.m. For a brief, quiet, spoken service, listening and
praying with Martin Luther around his insights into four great personalities of Advent:
John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel, Elizabeth and of course, Mary. Join us!

Z Saturday Morning Advent Retreat

Gather with Pastor Carter to experience “Learning to Ride the Christmas Cycle.” Saturday
morning, December 5th from 9:00a.m. until noon. Quiet preparation for the coming of Christ,
to the manger, to our world, into our own lives. . .

Z Advent Cantata with our St. Matthew Sanctus Singers

Sunday Morning, December 6th at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Song, Prayers and Sermon
around the Advent theme of “The Messianic Rose”. . . .

St. Matthew Music Notes

7 The Grace Notes (grades K-2) have expanded
once again, and we’d like to welcome Madison
White and Charlotte Ferrone to our growing choir.

7 The Leading Tones (grades 3-7) also have the
pleasure of welcoming another member. A hearty
welcome is extended to Brandon White.

72 Not to be outdone, the adults have also welcomed
another member to their choir. We are delighted
to have Helen Molstad join us.

7 The Senior Choir of St. Matthew has a new name!
From this point forward, they will be called the
Sanctus Singers. Sanctus is a Latin word
(pronounced SONK-toos) that means holy. In the
15th century mass, the Sanctus was used as a
hymn of adoration. The Sanctus Singers meet
every Wednesday evening from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00
p.m., and we happily accept new singers at any
time of the year. Sarah Hernandez

Noon Readers We will meet on Tuesday,
November 10th at noon to discuss The Scalpel
and the Soul by Allan Hamilton, M.D. at Dorothy
Witter’s, 24 Wagon Hill Lane, Avon. Call Dorothy
with questions at (860) 673-6270, Bring a
sandwich and join us.

Evening Readers We will meet Tuesday,
November 17th at 7:00p.m. at church to discuss
The Book Thief by
Markus Zuzak. On
Tuesday, December
15th, we'll discuss
People of the Book
by Geraldine Brooks.
All are welcome.




New York Bus Trip

Join St. Matthew family and
friends on a trip to New York

City on Saturday, November
DW' 21st. We depart St. Matthew

at 7:45 a.m. and depart New
York City at 7:15 p.m. Spend the day on your
own visiting the sights, seeing a show or visiting a
museum. Look for the poster in the Gathering
Space. Cost is $30 per person including tip.
Please leave checks on Diane’s desk when you
sign-up.

Go Green and Read THE N0~
VOICE Online! . r
Z D
Our monthly newsletter, THE N
VOICE, is now available to read N

(and/or print) on St. Matthew’s web-

site: www.stmatthewavon.org. If you wish to
have your name removed from the paper VOICE
mailing list, please email Diane in the office at
dfirn123@sbcglobal.net.

Happy Thanksgiving!
So once in every year we
throng
Upon a day apart,

To praise the Lord with feast
and song
In thankfulness of heart.
-Arthur Guiterman,

The First Thanksgiving

Mouse

| am the small fuzzy crea-
ture that you rarely see. |
scurry around corners, and
eat cheese from the church
refrigerator. This past
month | decided to go on an
adventure! | left my cozy
newspaper filled home in
order to see new things!
Upon leaving my home, | lost my balance and slid
down a long metal pipe into the Gathering Space. |
was pleasantly surprised when my fall was cush-
ioned by a big soft pillow. Thanks to Jeanette and
Jeff Bogart for thinking about St. Matthew when they
were updating their home. It not only cushioned my
fall but many have enjoyed your generous contribu-
tion of a sofa, chair and ottoman.

As | looked up from the pillow, something caught my
attention; it was big, white and had writing on it. |
think it's what you call a white board. | hurried over to
it to get a closer look. As | ascended the board |
found a small box that is great for sleeping in, and
holding markers! Thanks to Bob Davidson for making
the box.

| left the Gathering Space and headed up the banis-
ter to the Youth Loft. As | came into the room | found
some candy to munch on and scary masks from the
haunted hayride. The youth had fun and a good
scare! The sun was beginning to rise so | knew that it
was time to head for home again to get some rest
and it was then that | saw papers from the New
Member Orientation. The new members had a great
time learning and having fellowship with one another!

Help Wanted!

We have a position available in our St. Matthew
Nursery on Sunday mornings from 8:15 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. This is a paid position. Please contact
Pastor Sinibaldo if you would like to apply (over 18
please). In the interim, if you would be willing to help
out for a Sunday or two in our nursery, please let
Pastor Sinibaldo know. Contact him at
Sinibaldo@sbcglobal.net or 860-673-3301.
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