
 

THE VOICE 
 

STAFF: 
William S. Carter, Pastor 

Geoff T. Sinibaldo, Pastor 

Sarah Hernandez, Director of Music 

Katie Johnson, Vicar 

Diane Theriault, Office Administrator 

Rhonda Dart, Publisher 

Helen Kilburn, Marion and Ken Knaple; 

Circulation 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

224 Lovely Street 

Avon, CT  06001-4018 

(860) 673-3301 

Website:  www.stmatthewavon.org 

Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 

Adult Forum 9:40 a.m. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

Oct. 7 -  Confirmation begins 

Oct. 13 -  Pioneers and Pathfiinders 

Oct. 16 - Haunted Hayride 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Nov. 8 -  Potluck 

Nov. 21 -  New York City Bus Trip 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

 

                         

10,686!  That was the mileage on the odometer: 10,686 miles, 14 

states, 26 books, countless pictures.  10,686 is a huge distance.  Ac-

cording to Mapquest.com, it is 4,532 miles from my front door to An-

chorage, Alaska. We could have driven there and back and still had 

1622 miles left (the distance from here to Key West, Florida).  Quite a 

sabbatical!  Thanks for your support and for the opportunity for re-

newal this summer. 

I wonder if we had known how many miles we were to travel if we 

would have done everything the same way, or packed differently, or 

chosen another route.  Hindsight asks such questions.  At the begin-

ning I didn’t set out to go so far, but the journey took us that way.  It 

wasn’t that we hadn’t planned (we did!), but like most things in our 

lives we took it mile by mile, each leg of the race (as we called it) one 

step at a time. 

I wonder if we, knowing where our faith has taken us, would do things 

differently.  We do not always know where we are going (even with 

good planning), yet our calling is to pick up our cross and follow Je-

sus.  Would we do it if we knew we had to go 10,686 miles?  There 

are some with enough courage, but I bet for most of us, it is that sub-

tle encouragement to take one more step that keeps us going.  We 

know our own journey well - one more prayer that puts us at ease, 

one more lending hand that made the difference, one more word of 

support when we needed it most.  It is not how many steps we take 

that matters; it is that we take the next one.  We know at times, the 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, and we take one 

more step. 

What are you reading or listening to that gives you encouragement? 

What prayers frame your day and relationships?  What places in your 

life are given in the service of others?  Each one is one more step, 

another leg of the race.  We know the ending, and we know the 

promises Christ gives, whatever our odometer reads.  Thanks for 

taking so many steps together, as we take yet another one into this 

fall.  Christ is ahead of us, leading the way, as the Spirit guides us 

along. 

Go Green and 
Read THE VOICE 

Online! 

Our monthly newsletter, 
THE VOICE, is now 
available to read (and/or print) on St. 
Matthew’s website: 
www.stmatthewavon.org. If you wish 
to have your name removed from the 
paper VOICE mailing list, please 
email Diane in the office at 
dfirn123@sbcglobal.net. 



 

St. Matthew Music Notes 

After eleven weeks of solitary playing at the organ and listening to and enjoying the congregation’s hymn 

singing from afar, I have very much enjoyed the company of the choir as they have resumed their stations 

next to me at the organ.  I know that I have felt bolstered by the joyful energy and spirit that they exude during 

our worship services; I am sure that their presence has enhanced your worship experience as well.  I am also 

pleased to report that we have, at the time of this writing, three new members in the senior choir!  We would 

like to formally and enthusiastically welcome Claudia Peltier, Beth Wilson, and Dave Betsch. 

Please know that it’s never too late to join us; if you have been waiting to gather your nerve and inner fortitude 

to be able to sing in front of others – now would be the perfect time!  With three other new members, you can 

relax, knowing that you wouldn’t be the only one experiencing the newness of the rewards, challenges, and 

joys of rehearsing and performing music with others on a regular basis.  As the saying goes, there is safety in 

numbers! 

The Grace Notes have expanded as well, welcoming to their choir Celine Humphrey.  I have heard through 

the grapevine that several more Grace Notes will be gracing us with their presence as well. 

Once again, an invitation is extended to all other singers and instrumentalists who would like to share your 

gift of music during our church services.  Please feel free to contact me at 673-3301 or email me at 

Sarah@StMatthewAvon.org, or simply come visit me after the postlude with your ideas for pieces and instru-

mentation. 

Separate from my music ministry duties within the church, but available to all community members of Avon 

and beyond, I would like to announce an opportunity for music education.  Using one of the classrooms here 

at St. Matthew, I will be offering private lessons on the piano or recorder to students from ages 5 to 105. Per-

formance and sound practice techniques, theory, and general musicianship will be included in lessons, with 

the opportunity for regular performances, along with ensemble playing.  If you are interested for yourself or for 

your child, please contact me and we can discuss the details.                                        Sarah Hernandez 

Noon Readers We will meet on Mon-

day, October 19th at noon to discuss Peo-

ple of the Book by Geraldine Brooks, at 

Joan Hartley's, 5 Waterford Place, Farm-

ington Woods, Tel. 255-7108.  For No-

vember, we will meet on Tuesday, No-

vember 10th  at 

noon to discuss The 

Scalpel For the Soul 

by Allan Hamilton.  

Bring a sandwich 

and join us.     

 

Evening Readers We willl meet 

Tuesday, October 20th at 7:00p.m. at 

church to discuss Dreams of My Father: A 

Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack 

Obama. Looking ahead to November, 

we'll meet on the 17th to discuss The 

Book Thief by Markus Zuzak, and for De-

cember, we'll meet on the 15th to discuss 

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.  

All are welcome.   

 

Get Connected with Pioneers and Pathfinders, 

Starting Tuesday, October 13th 

Want to keep your church friends outside of Sunday School? 

Pioneers – K-2
nd

 grade and parents; meets from 5:00pm-
6:00pm (right after Grace Notes). 

Pioneers is a time for games, an activity, and supper for our 
young families. 

(NEW!) Pathfinders – 3
rd

-6
th
 grade; meets at 4:15pm-5:00pm 

(before Leading Tones). 

We’ll play some games, have a snack and do an activity to-
gether. 

Contact Pastor Sinibaldo for details.  All are welcome (even if 
you are not in choir). 

We’ll meet each second Tuesday of the month. 

For 7
th

 and 8
th

 Graders 

Confirmation will meet Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:00pm, 

starting October 7th. 

Fall Kickoff Event – Haunted Hayride at Flamig Farm on Fri-

day, October 16th. 

We’ll meet at 6:30pm in the St. Matthew parking lot. 

Cost $20. Drivers Needed.  Contact Pastor Sinibaldo or Sign 

up in the Gathering Space. 

mailto:Sarah@StMatthewAvon.org


 

Mouse 

  Wonderful, wonderful, so many glorious parts to the arrival of fall, or autumn... 

as you choose, new school friends join the old, and exciting new subjects... 

Sunday School Classes are Akalooing Along!  And, a fantastic staff of teach-

ers is in place, thanks to Melissa Lindquist and Pastor Sinibaldo and a cast of 

thousands, well it felt like that in their two Teacher Gatherings ... Learners of 

all ages are in their places all around the building, and Pastor Carter is happily 

coordinating conversations around Scripture in Adult  Forum... This month will 

see the start of our Confirmation Program with Vicar Katie and Pastor Sini-

baldo and our 7th and 8th graders... be sure you are in on the excite-

ment...   Summer plans for Bob and Jan Davidson included running, really 

running the Northwest...Bob came home with four (count 'em) medals and Jan 

is prouder than he is!  Congratulations to all who made the best of our sum-

mer opportunities... Thanks are in order to Bill Carter, who has been deliver-

ing our contributions through the St. Matthew Food Bank to a Distribution Spot, and also to Lorrie  St. Pierre 

who took over that fun task this past month, and thanks to all who drop something in the shopping cart on 

occasion... Thanks to Carol Reider and Sheila Jarka for the Special Opportunities for Giving that surface in 

the Gathering Space and in our Worship Bulletin Inserts on occasion, the last a great in-gathering of paper 

goods... watch for the next emphasis!  And not to forget, thanks to you as you place a special offering in your 

World Hunger Envelope on occasion too... counting our blessings is great, being a blessing is even bet-

ter!  So enjoy yourselves as the leaves begin to turn... enjoy a Honey Crisp apple, or walk by the river, or 

make a new friend in your Sunday School class... and remember to tell Vicar Katie your name!  

Pastoral  Acts 

 Baptisms 

6/21 Lukas Alexander Pradel 

7/12 Joshua Taylor Buchardt 

8/12 John Austin King 

8/23 Haley Desiree Douglas 

9/6   Julian Ian Humphrey 

9/13 Brooke Conover Cody 

9/27 Peyton Ann Hatinen 

9/27 Margaret Sophia Siegenthaler 

 Weddings 

8/22 Jill Alsgaard & Luis Bautista 

8/29 Melissa Nelson & Christian Mielert 

 Funerals 

8/12 John Austin King (2 months of age) 

9/18 Tom Carlson (83 years) 

Handicrafters   

We are in need of flannel sheets, odd 

skeins of yarn and pieces of cotton mate-

rial for quilts. Please place donations in 

the box in the closet area across from the 

office.                          Eleanor Swanson 

Dear St. Matthew, 

Thank you so much for the gift and for all of the support I re-

ceived during my internship year.  It means so much to have 

this support, especially during the final year of seminary. The 

year that I spent with you was a very special one.  I learned 

so much – about myself and about the ministry all the while 

getting to know you.  You will always remain close to my 

heart.  Please continue to keep me in your prayers.  You will 

forever be in mine. 

Yours in Christ, 

Kate Schruba 

New York Bus Trip 

Join St. Matthew family and friends on a 

trip to New York City on Saturday, No-

vember 21. We depart St. Matthew at 

7:45 a.m. and depart New York City at 

7:15 p.m. Spend the day on your own 

visiting the sights, seeing a show or visiting a museum. Look 

for the poster in the Gathering Space.  Cost is $30 per person 

including tip. Please leave checks on Diane’s desk when you 

sign-up. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

   
 
 
l 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
7:00 Mutual Ministry 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
LaPierre/McAllister 

4 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Commun-
ion 

5 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 
7:00 Fellowship 
7:00 Finance 
 

6 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:30 Church Council 
    

7 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11  8:30 Holy Comm. 
9:40 S. School & AF  
11:00 Worship/Holy 
Baptism 
VOICE Deadline 
Youth to Hammonas-
sett 

12 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
Youth Return 

13    9:30 Staff 
4:15 Grace Notes 
4:15 Pathfinders 
5:00 Pioneers 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:00 New Member 
Orientation 

14 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:30 Confirmation 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

15 
 
 

16 
 
10:00 Mom & Me 
 
 
6:30 Haunted Hayride 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Commun-
ion  

19 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
Noon Readers at Hart-
ley’s 

20 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
6:30 Property 
7:00 Evening Readers 

21 
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30 Sr. Choir 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 

25 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Worship/
Reception of New 
Members 
Youth Group 

26 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 

27 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:00 Stewardship 
7:00 Endowment 

28  
9:30 Vicar’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

29 30 31 

October 2009 


