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DATES TO REMEMBER:  
 

September 9 ð Fall worship schedule 

begins with Holy Communion at 8:30 

a.m. & Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

September 9ð All School Event @ 
9:40 a.m. 

September 16ð Induction of Vicar 
Mark Orf 

 

LOOKING AHEAD:  

The Greenwood Music Series  pre-

sents Michael Kelly Blanchard  in con-

cert, Sunday, October 28 at 4:30 

p.m.   Michael will perform in the Hall of 

the Evangelists. Join us for this inaugu-

ral concert in The Greenwood Music 

Series. 
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A LETTER  FROM PASTOR 

L ike ñspringò, ñfallò was first a verb.  It means a dropping 
down by force of gravity.  It is connected to all the Scandi-
navian and Germanic languages, including Old English.  A 
related meaning is ñcoming downò or ñapproachò, as in ñthe 
fall of the nightò.  Meanwhile the Romance languages take 
their world for the third season from  the Latin autumnare, 
ñto ripenò.  We have a choice between the two in our coun-
try.  ñFallò and ñautumnò are interchangeable, although 
ñfallò seems more common sometimes.   
 
Whichever word you prefer in your family, we are almost 
there.  Things are approaching, and things are ripen-
ing.  Sunday School, Book Groups, Committee Meetings, 
Choir Schedules, Altar Guild, Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Handicrafters and the weekly Vicarôs Bible Study are drop-
ping by force of the Spiritôs gravity, into their places in the 
September calendar as they approach with a myriad of op-
portunities for service, learning, and indeed now two ser-
vices each Sunday offer the beauty and fulfilling meaning 
of worship.  Everything is ripening, long before the harvest 
of our  American Thanksgiving, which seems far off, but of 
course is noté Our ministry together is ripe now.  Letôs en-
joy it to the full. 
 
Welcome to the approach of a ripe, fruitful, amazing minis-
try as the Holy Spirit continues to guide St. Matthew Lu-
theran Church into a time of joyful public presence in the 
ever growing community of the Farmington Valley. 
 
You have seen a cryptic line in the bulletin each Sunday 
morning, beginning back in Augusté and here is one 
more opportunity to consider something enriching and 
amazing as the fall brings its autumnal opportunitiesé 
         

 Consideréinviting someone to come to church with youé 
                             

   Peace, 

 



Are You Ready to Akaloo? 

Akaloo is a Greek word meaning ñto follow.ò  Jesus continues to invite disciples to follow him into 
faith. 

Our ministry of Christian Education is growing with the expansion of our building. Akaloo is a 
program designed for families and individuals on the go, in the pace of the world in which we 
live. Not only on Sunday morning with our peers in a classroom, but on the web, and at home 
together.  Check out the link on our website www.stmatthewavon.org to see what Akaloo is all 
about. 

Once you have registered for Sunday School, youôll receive an e-invite offering you a screen 
name and password that will give you access to all the materials, games, and activities appropri-
ate to your age group. 

Parents - this is a great place to connect at home what is happening Sunday Morning at St. Mat-
thew! We hope to strengthen what you are already doing as we share our faith, following Jesus 
together. 

Our goal is not accumulating information ï it is faith that follows Jesus Christ.  Topics, activities, 
and class time will center around navigating our faith through the lens of Scripture, Prayer, Faith 
Practices and Application ï and getting to know fellow travelers on the way. 

Sunday, September 9 will begin our Sunday School year with an All School Event in the Hall of 
the Evangelists. During this time we will begin our journey of the year together.  

Contact  Pastor Sinibaldo on how you can Akalooé 

Thank You  

Thank you to everyone at St. 
Matthew for the great year I 
spent here. I appreciate your 
gift as I head back to Berkeley, 
California. Have a great year! It 
is hard to believe this one went 
by so fast. 

Peace, 

Vicar Adrian 

Like To Read?  

We have two opportunities for  

book discussions: 

Noon Monthly Readers  

Noon Readers meet on the second Monday of each month with 
the first one on September 17th at Shirley Slatteryôs home, 22 
Forest Hill Dr., Simsbury to discuss A Thousand Splendid Suns 
by Khaled Hosseini author of The Kite Runner.  Bring a sand-
wich, some good discussion questions and come join us. 

Evening Readers  

Evening  Readers meet on the second Tuesday of each month 
at church at 7:00 p.m. starting on September 18th to discuss 
The Freedom Writers Diary  by Erin Gruwell;  they will meet on 
October 16th to discuss Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert; 
and on November 27th to discuss Three Cups of Tea by Greg 
Mortenson.  
All are welcome . . .Happy Reading! 

 

Date Set for Fall New York Bus Trip  

Join St. Matthew family and friends on 
a trip to New York City on November 
10th.  We depart St. Matthew at 7:45 
a.m. and leave New York City at 7:30 p.m. Cost is $30 per per-
son. Look for the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space. 

Looking Ahead to  

Wednesdays: 

9:30 a.m. ð  Vicarôs Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. ð Handicrafters (2
nd

 and 
4

th
 Wednesdays) 

6:15ï7:15 p.m. ð Youth Choir in the 
Fireside Room 

6:15ï7:15 p.m. ð Confirmation in the 
Conference Room (Junior Confirmation 
begins 9/12, Senior Confirmation 9/19)  

7:30 p.m.ð Senior Choir in the Fire-
side Room 



 

New Editor  

Welcome to Rhonda Dart, our new Editor 
for the VOICE. Please send articles for 
future issues of the VOICE to Rhonda at 
trmmcdart@comcast.net. 

The Mouse  

I have been enjoying the wonderful grounds here at 
St. Matthew.  Thanks to Dick Hines,  Kurt Hallen-
beck, Clint Harriman, Jim OôHerron, and Ken Wie-
land for watering our front yard as dirt has blossomed 
into a lush green lawnéIt looks terrific! Thanks to all 
who have cared for our Garth as well - Paul, Barbara 
Michael and Brielle Bahlman, Deb Brodeur, Donna 
Brown, Tim, Rhonda, Mallory, Megan and Christo-
pher Dart, Bob and Jan Davidson, Warren and 
Sonya Gedstad, Laura Hage, Ron and Mabel How-
ard, Ernie Jaschinski and Bob Javinett. What a won-
derful flowery summer it has been. Thanks for your 
hard work and efforts. 

I enjoyed a wonderful week at Vacation Bible Camp 
with Dakota Joe, a great staff, wonderful children, 
games, crafts, class time, snacks and more. I am still 
humming the songs and reading the stories. Thanks 
for a great VBC. 

It is back to my hole now as September begins. I 
have missed so many wonderful faces and enjoyed 
seeing new ones.  I cannot wait to see what this new 
program year brings for us all. 

CHOIR Notes �² New Notes �² Grace Notes �² Come and SING!  

New Notes - Sunday, September 16  

The St. Matthew Senior Choir  will begin its season with a Choral Workshop  on Sunday, Sep-
tember 16, from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. followed by supper.  All interested adult singers are invited to join 
us.  Come, sing and experience the joy of making music together.  

Evan Davis will lead our workshop, introducing us to new repertoire while challenging us to work 
on skills that develop the best choral singing. I am thrilled to invite you to this choral afternoon and 
to introduce Evan to you!   

He comes  with a wealth of musical experience and rich gifts to share.  While Evan's day job is with 
a data networking startup in Palo Alto, CA, his passion is for sacred music.  Evan completed six 
successful years as choir director at Union Presbyterian Church in Los Altos, CA.  He quickly built 
a choral program because of his ability to teach a wide range of abilities in a creative and reward-
ing way.  The choir served the needs of the church and reached out to the community.  His ability 
to choose and execute quality music in diverse styles allowed him to build a Christmas pro-
gram with an audience of 200 to over 1,000 in a four-year period.  Evanôs experience with choral 
music extends to other musical areas as well.  He orchestrated choral pieces, rehearsed and con-
ducted a chamber orchestra along with the choir, and sang tenor in select small vocal ensembles.  
Evan received his Bachelorôs of Music in French Horn performance from Biola University in La 
Mirada, CA,  and draws now on the rich musical experiences from that time living in the Los Ange-
les area. Evan lives in Avon with his wife, Michelle (graduate of New England Conservatory in flute 
performance), Everett (13, cellist), Emma (10, pianist), and Elliott (6, violinist). 

Join us on Sunday afternoon, September 16, 2:30 - 5:30 p.m.  for this Choral Workshop .  

 Questions about choir? Contact Krysia Robinson. 


