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Sunday Worship 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:40 a.m. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  

Sept. 13 - 9:40 a.m. Special Training 

for Sunday School Teachers & Adult 

Forum begins 

Sept. 20 - 9:40 a.m. Sunday School 

begins 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 

Nov. 21 -  New York City Bus Trip 
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A LETTER FROM PASTOR 

 

I n seminary I was assigned to read parts of an impenetrable book 

called “The Myth of the Eternal Return.”  I have almost no recol-

lection of it now. 

But amazingly enough, every September, the title of that book comes 

to mind.  The word myth in the title is worth ignoring if it makes you 

think of something made up, but it can help you, if the word conjures 

up for you, as it does for me, a sense of things that are true in the 

deepest way possible.  But the word eternal in the title is always the 

hook for me.  Again and again.  That was his point.  The author was 

most definitely talking not about the beginning of a new year!  And 

frankly, I am not encouraging you to take such a mundane look at all 

our returning… from vacations, from time off or away, from t-shirts 

and shorts…returning to long pants, ties or jackets, a more formal 

approach to our attire.  But in that sentence is my offering for all this 

month. 

We are not returning from; we are returning to.  I do look forward to 

hearing many of your stories about where you have been and what 

you have done this past summer.  But, I am more excited to invite 

you boldly, to return intentionally, and to return.  To your homes, to 

your families, to your labors and to your loves.  And, to return to our 

church. 

By the power, providence and grace of God, we come to a new place 

this September.  A new place.  Show off some of that newness.  Per-

haps you have a new car or a new toy or a new tie or handbag.  

Bring it to church.  For as surely as the assigned reading years ago 

was dense and tedious, St. Matthew will show off some of our new-

ness in ways that are anything but dense or tedious.  Come and see!  

Twice a Sunday Worship schedule is offered, Sunday School and 

Adult Forum will be ahead of us, not so much beginning as returning, 

and beckoning us to return as well.  To return to the conversations 

about the things that quite frankly, are eternal.  Joy and sorrow, love 

and loss, promise and courage.  I invite you to return to the relation-

ships that are deeper than expected… in our choirs, our Altar Guild, 

the cadre of our Sunday School teachers, our Church Council, our 

committee members and our tasks together. 

 Welcome back to the beginning.  It is filled with joy. 

                             Peace, 

 

                         



 
Sunday School Hour Explodes Into Fun!  

9:40 a.m.    Sunday, September 13
th
…  Find the right room!      

                  Sunday School Teacher Event 

                   Stewardship Training Event “Inspiring Generosity” 

                   Adult Forum “The Eternal Return” 

9:40 a.m.    Sunday, September 20
th
 

                   Sunday School Classes Begin! 

                   Adult Forum Continues! 

9:40 a.m.    Sunday, September 27
th
 

                   Sunday School Classes are crusin’ now… 

                   Adult Forum is setting new records too… 

                   Stewardship Training Event “Inspiring Generosity” 

  

Inspiring Generosity 

You are invited! And you can help!  Enter a conversation about the Fall Stewardship Emphasis – Vision, 

Faith and Courage.” Please consider entering into our Stewardship Training piece this Fall.  Choose any 

one of the three identical events and join the conversations about the joys of St. Matthew, the possibility of 

fearless giving in fearful times, and the opportunity to help tell the story! 

8:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 1
st
. OR 

9:40 a.m. Sunday, September 13
th
, OR 

9:40 a.m. Sunday, September 27
th
. 

Each session is one hour long.  Please come!  Thank you so much! 

St. Matthew Music Notes 

As September begins and you begin  to contemplate the return to school and the resumption of other non-

summer activities, please take a moment to consider singing in one of our church choirs with me. 

Rehearsals for the Grace Notes (children in grades K-2) take place on Tuesday afternoons from 4:15 to 

5:00.  The Leading Tones (for children in grades 3-6) also meet on Tuesdays, from 5:00 to 6:00.  We are 

pleased to welcome back Michelle Davis as she will continue to volunteer her time and musical talents with 

our youth choirs. 

For senior high students and adults interested in singing, the Senior Choir rehearses on Wednesday eve-

nings from 7:30 to 9:00.  Perhaps you have never sung in a church choir, and are curious but unsure about 

joining, but would like to at least give it a try – well, please join us one evening.  We would love to have you 

visit and see if it is for you. 

Or, perhaps you would like to join, but are unable to commit to the entire choir season as a regular choir 

member.  If that is the case, do not be deterred!  I am more than willing to include singers whenever your 

schedule might permit; just come visit me after church or contact me and we can discuss your involvement. 

Rehearsals for all choirs will begin the week of September 7.  I look forward to seeing you then! 

For all other singers and instrumentalists who would like to share your gift of music during our church ser-

vices, your talent is greatly welcomed.  Please feel free to contact me at 673-3301 or email me at SarahHer-

nandez@StMatthewAvon.org, or simply come visit me after the postlude with your ideas for pieces and    

instrumentation.                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                Sarah Hernandez 

 

Noon Readers 

On Tuesday, Sep-

tember 15th, at 

noon we'll be dis-

cussing The World 

Without End by 

Ken Follett and Same Kind of Dif-

ferent Than Me by Ron Hall at 

Ruth Slocum's home, 5 Ivoryton 

Place, Avon, 860-675-4014.  New-

comers are always wel-

come.  Bring your sandwich and 

give us a try. 

mailto:SarahHernandez@StMatthewAvon.org
mailto:SarahHernandez@StMatthewAvon.org


 

11:00 AM Ushers Needed!  

Being an usher is a great way to help your fellow parishioners as well 

as get to know other members.  If you are interested in being on an 

usher team, being a substitute, or just want to know more about what 

the job entails, please give Usher Coordinator Kris Jensen a call at 

676-9489, email him at kjen39489@comcast.net or just leave a note 

in his Church Council mailbox.  He will be glad to discuss the opportu-

nities! 

Mouse 

Hello again!  It has been too long since I have put 

down my cheese parfait and written about the hap-

penings at my favorite Church.  Did you know St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church is the best house of wor-

ship in the Farmington Valley?  It is!  Don’t get me 

wrong, I have visited around.   But I have to tell you.  

This place of ours is simply the best.  And we are 

modest too.  The Young People who traveled to New Orleans with 

37,000 other Lutheran Youth in July made changes in amazing ways, 

in the city, and in their own lives.  They were transformed.  Thanks to 

Vicar and Ben and Heather for all their guidance and helpfulness 

across the miles!  Vacation Bible Camp was super again, and the 

Summer Wednesday Evening Worship gatherings were splendid.  We 

looked at the “Doors of Paradise,” a creation of a great Italian artist of 

the 15
th
 century, Doors that shaped the entry way into Baptism and a 

life in Christ.  It was fun too sipping the Tuscan Wine or the Italian 

Sparkling Water in the Gathering Space after, as we continued our 

conversations about the doors and our faith, and Moses, David, 

Joshua and the others pictured in the scenes on the doors… our 

Committees kept things in shape, and the folks who weeded and wa-

tered are all heroes in my book.  Diane has the Church Office all set 

for Fall beginnings, Sarah Hernandez is all ready to welcome folks 

back to the ever growing Music Ministry of St. Matthew, Pastor Sini-

baldo is refreshed and filled with stories of his excellent sabbatical 

adventure, Vicar Katie is among us with her zeal for fun and Pastor 

Carter is thrilled to have company in the office again!  Summertime 

may have been fun, but you ain’t seen nothing yet.  Fall into step with 

the folks of St. Matthew Lutheran Church this fall and join the celebra-

tions…… 

Go Green 

and Read 

THE VOICE 

Online! 

Our monthly 

newsletter, THE VOICE, is now 

available to read (and/or print) on 

St. Matthew’s website: 

www.stmatthewavon.org. If you 

wish to have your name removed 

from the paper VOICE mailing 

list, please email Diane in the 

office at dfirn123@sbcglobal.net. 

PASTORAL ACTS 

BAPTISMS 

Stella Rose Schrandt at                   
St. Matthew - 6/7/09 

John Austin King at Boston       
Children’s Hospital - 8/12/09 

Jackson Trevor Leckey at 
St. Matthew - 8/16/09 

FUNERALS 

William F Bonazelli  (81) - 6/11/09 

Conrad R Nurge Sr  (81) - 7/25/09 

Stanley F Barnett  (84) - 8/8/09 

Save The Date! 

New York City Bus Trip! 

The Fall New York City Bus Trip is 

set for Saturday, November 21st.  

Look for a sign-up sheet later this 

month, or contact Diane at (860) 

673-3301 to sign-up.  Cost is 

$30.00 including tip. 

A Time for Vision 

As we moved through summer, the Stewardship Committee – Sim Austin, Ben Wright, Kathy Alsgaard, 

George Reider, Paul Bahlman, Pastor Carter and Council President, Tricia Pearce have been planning the 

Fall Stewardship Endeavor.  It will begin in September with the opportunity for each of us to give prayerful 

thought to our individual participation in the Vision of the Common Purpose of God’s People.  Each church 

member/family will be contacted in September or early October regarding the ongoing journey here at St. 

Matthew to fulfill the good work that God has begun.  Ironically, at a time of economic challenges faced to a 

lesser or greater degree by each of us, the challenges and opportunities faced in fulfilling the good works 

within the Congregation, the Valley and the larger community are ever greater.  As we enter our 125
th
 year of 

ministry, we recall that we have always come together individually and collectively in faith and commitment to 

fulfill our shared ministry and we will do so again. 

http://us.mc833.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kjen39489@comcast.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1 
 
 
 
7:30 Church Council 
8:00 Visitor Training 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
9:00 Holy Commun-
ion/Holy Baptism 

7 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
 
 

8 
 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 
7:00 Evangelism 
    

9 
9:30 Staff  Meeting 
 
 
 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40  Teacher Event, 
Visitor Training and 
AF 
11:00 Worship/Holy 
Baptism 

14 
11:00 Staff Meeting 

15 

Noon Readers at 

Slocum’s 

 

4:15 Grace Notes 

5:00 Leading Tones 

16 

Staff Retreat 

 

6:30 Property 

7:30 Sr. Choir 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
8:30 Worship 
9:40 S. School & AF 
11:00 Holy Commun-
ion  

21 
9:30 Staff Meeting 

22 

 

4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 

23 

 

7:30 Sr. Choir 

24 

 

7:00 Mutual Ministry 

25 26 

27 
8:30 Holy Communion 
9:40 S. School, Visitor 
Training & AF 
11:00 Worship/Holy 
Baptism 

28 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
 
 

29 

7:00 Worship & Music 
 
4:15 Grace Notes 
5:00 Leading Tones 

30 

 

                                     

7:30 Sr. Choir 

   

September 2009 


